Historical Notes relating to
Bideford's East-the-Water Shore
A collection, in time-line form, of information pertaining primarily to the East-the-Water shore.
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Introduction
Nature of this document
This document comprises a series of notes, ordered, as far as possible, chronologically. The notes
focus on events that affected East-the-Water's shoreline, and the subsequent development of its
wharves. In earlier periods, when records generally do not distinguish East-the-Water sufficiently
distinguished from Bideford as a whole, events that effected Bideford's maritime history have been
considered relevant.
Where possible, sources have been checked and cited, though, primarily for some of the material
taken from the web site www.eastthewater.co.uk, some citations have still to be transferred from
other manuscripts and notes.
The focus of the document has been on the history of the wharves prior to living memory. The idea
being that details of more recent events were available within the community memory. There is an
aim to correct this omission when time allows.
This document has never really ceased to be a working draft, and, as such, has never been subject to
formal proofreading or peer review. It may, therefore, be expected to contain a higher content of
errors that a finished document would, but these will, hopefully, all be minor.

Development of this document
The earliest versions of this document were almost entirely based on research carried out by R. I
Kirby, then, in 2015 and in an attempt to make the history of East-the-Water better known,
published, on his East-the-Water web-site (www.eastthewater.co.uk). For the benefit of the Way of
the Wharves project, that web-based document was then extensively enhanced by Mr. Kirby in
2016, using mostly unpublished information from his research notes, to become an initial paperbased “timeline document,” for reference use by the Way of the Wharves project. It has since been
further extended and enhanced by Mr. Kirby, throughout 2016 and early 2017, both to capture
research undertaken by him as part of the Way of the Wharves project, and incorporate additional
research notes. Throughout the latter part of 2017 and much of 2018 it has been updated to improve
the level of citation support and to reflect the results of Mr Kirby’s further research.

Prior to written records
Prehistory
East-the-Water sits on the folded and eroded Carboniferous rocks of the Bideford Formation1, in
which some layers proved suitable for building stone. In a belt running east to west across the
middle of the community these rocks also contain seams of carbonised plant material in the form of
anthracite or, less commonly, the carbonaceous pigment known as ‘Bideford Black.’

1

Geology of Bideford and Lundy Island. Pgs 47-50
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A variety of fossil ferns and horsetails have been identified from outcrops in East-the-Water,
including an exposure “above the railway station” (the later one), “Mr. Robert's quarry”, an old,
Moor Park, and an old adit at Broadstone quarry near Chapel Park2. Elsewhere, where these strata
intersect with the coast near Abbotsham, they have yielded a wider range of fossils helping to refine
our understanding of their age3.
Much later, in the Oligocene, and to the south of Torrington, at Marsland, a gradually subsiding
basin slowly filled with clay. This “ball-clay,” or “tobacco pipe-clay,” as it was once called, would
later prove significant, not only for the potters of Bideford, but for as a raw-material exported
through the port to the pottery industry further afield4.

Stone Age, flint tools and Eastridge enclosure
Whilst there is little evidence for early human occupation in East-the-Water, there is enough to
suggest there was some.
An ariel photograph of Eastridge Farm, from 1946, shows a cropmark (centred on SS 4610 2641)
representing an “oval enclosure apparently with two concentric ditches on its western side”5.
Two flint flakes have been recovered from Ayeres Close (SS 4605 2640), one possibly Neolithic or
Early Bronze Age in date)6. A further two flint flakes were found during investigations associated
with the development of the Industrial Link Road, Manteo Way7. Implements, including a fine
Neolithic greenstone axe-head, were found during the construction of the Torridge Bridge (now
exhibited in the museum at Burton Gallery, Bideford).
A barrow is said to have been located at SS45652619, just N of Railway Cottages8. Larger scale
enclosures existed not so very far distant, such as one at Alverdiscott, or the impressive structure at
Clovelly Dykes9. Such sites were a fairly easy walk, or canoe ride, from East-the-Water and lay near
enough to have influenced the local area.
Settlers on the eastern bank, during an era when major rivers were the equivalent of motorways,
were likely to have made some use of the shore associated with the hilltop enclosure at Eastridge.
Near the mouth of the estuary, at Westward Ho!, the evidence is more extensive, the foreshore there
being well known for its kitchen midden (now eroded away), and its finds of flint tools10.
2

Edward Alexander Newell Arber. “The fossil flora of the Culm measures of north-west Devon, and the age of the
coal beds.” Pages 291-323 in Philosophical transactions of the Royal Society of London : ser. B, v. 197. London:
Dulau & Co., 1904. Pgs 298-299
3 C.J. Cleal, B.A. Thomas, British Upper Carboniferous Stratigraphy. Springer Science & Business Media, 2013. Pg
51
4 “How the Ball Clay Deposits Occurred” The Ball Clay Heritage Society.
Online:http://www.clayheritage.org/pages/deposits.htm Accessed 12 Apr 2017
5 Eastridge Farm, Bideford East-theWater, Devon: Topsoil Magnetic Susceptibility & Magnatometer (Gradiometer)
Survey. Oxford Archaeotechnics Limited, 2001. Pg 2 ; Gareth Davies. North Devon Wind Farm, Environmental
Impact Assessment. Vol 2 – Appendices Part B. West Coast Energy. 2011. Pg 100
6 Eastridge Farm, Bideford East-theWater, Devon: Topsoil Magnetic Susceptibility & Magnatometer (Gradiometer)
Survey. Oxford Archaeotechnics Limited, 2001. Pg 2
7 Gareth Davies. North Devon Wind Farm, Environmental Impact Assessment. Vol 2 – Appendices Part B. West
Coast Energy. 2011. Pg 103
8 Gareth Davies. North Devon Wind Farm, Environmental Impact Assessment. Vol 2 – Appendices Part B. West
Coast Energy. 2011. Pg 103
9 Heritage Gateway: Devon & Dartmoor Historic Environment Record MDV4457 Roman Marching Camp at
Alverdiscott. Online:http://www.heritagegateway.org.uk Accessed: 14 April 2017; John Bradbeer and Terry Green
compilers, Barnstaple: Museum of Barnstaple and North Devon, 2016. Pg s 66-67
10 Heritage Gateway: Devon & Dartmoor Historic Environment Record. MDV468. Mesolithic Tools from Westward
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Roman period, tin roads, transit camps, and the ford
A Roman transit camp between two crossings
Once the Romans arrived, they established a transit camp in nearby Alverdiscott, on the site of a
former Iron Age enclosure11. The fort is situated on private land, near Higher Kingdon, and occupies
3.75 acres of some of the highest land on this part of the eastern bank of the Torridge12.
It is noticeable that Alverdiscott lies about equidistant between the ancient river crossings at
Bideford and Umberleigh, so a camp in such a location might have served to protect, and provide
convenient access to, both crossing points.

An ancient tin route?
The presence of a Roman transit camp begs the question, where were the Romans going via
Alverdiscott? The answer seems to be westward into Cornwall.
Watkins suggests the old Roman tin route crossed the river at Great Torrington, but Rogers thinks it
more likely that it left the Torridge loop via the Bideford crossing13. If the ford was usable then why
not use it (with the Torrington route serving whenever the ford wouldn’t)?
Devon and Cornwall, though also sources of tin in antiquity, came to dominate the Europe and the
Mediterranean from late Roman times until the 3rd century CE14.

The old ford
Major Ascott, writing as recently as 1953, noted that remains of the ancient approaches to the ford
were still visible on either side of the Torridge: “the old road from the West Country came down
from Cats Hole (just above Westcroft) to the fording place,” the ford itself “begins under Ford farm
and runs diagonally down and across the river to a point near the gas works, where remains of the
old paved Roman road and brick walls leading to the Ford are still to be found”15. Ford Farm is now
known as Ford House.

Saxon period, fisheries (monks and forts?)
Administration
Upon the departure of the Romans, a Saxon administration took over. East-the-Water fell at the NE
edge of the Hundred of Shebbear16. From the 6th C. the manor of Bideford was held by the Honour
or Barony of Gloucester17, coming, eventually under the oversight of the Saxon leader Brihtric18.

Viking incursions?

11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18

Ho! & MDV44568 Submerged Forest, Westward Ho! Online:http://www.heritagegateway.org.uk Accessed: 14
April 2017; Rogers E. H. (1946) The Raised Beach, Submerged Forest and Kitchen Midden of Westward Ho! and
the Submerged Stonebarrow of Yelland. Proc. Dev. Archaeo. Explor. Soc., 3, 109-135.
Heritage Gateway: Devon & Dartmoor Historic Environment Record. MDV4457 Roman Marching Camp at
Alverdiscott. Online:http://www.heritagegateway.org.uk Accessed: 14 April 2017
Fielder, History of Bideford, 1985, 1
Watkins, Essay, 1792. Pg 8; Rogers, Notes on Bideford, c. 1940, Vol 1. Pg 11
S. Gerrard, The Early British Tin Industry, Stroud: Tempus Publishing, 2000, 21
Ascott, Random Notes, 1953, Pg 11
Fielder, History of Bideford, 1985. Pg 1
Goaman, Old Bideford and District, 1968, 16
Fielder, History of Bideford, 1985. Pg 2-3

Last updated 9 Sep 2018

Page 15 of 177

© R I Kirby

Historical Notes relating to Bideford's East-the-Water Shore

In the early nineteenth Centuary, a Northam historian suggested that the great Viking defeat at Arx
Cynuit (in 878 AD) took place at Kenwith Castle, the Viking fleet having supposedly landed in
Appledore Skern. Modern historians are sceptical of this, but were it so, then the impact of such a
battle would surely have been felt in Bideford19.

Saxons names in the landscape
Richard King, arguing against the idea of Danish settlement around Bideford, suggests that '“Beer,”
“bere,” or “bear,” either alone or in composition' are considers derive from the Saxon bereó, a small
wood or grove of trees. 'The ordnance map which contains Bideford contains no less than thirty
“Beers,” alone or suffixed (as in “Shebbear”), and four “Bereas”'20.

Saxon fisheries
Commenting on the abundance of local fish weirs on the Taw and Torridge, Chris Preece suggests
'The earliest mention of fishing so far unearthed is a 9th century charter reference to the granting of
land at Braunton to the Abbot of Glastonbury “for the taking of salmon for his house”.' He goes on
to suggest that “Saxon fish-weirs in Essex have been dated from the 7th to 10th century AD and it
would not be surprising to find earlier examples'21.
The Domesday Book states, of Bideford, that “A fishery was attached to this manor before 1066; it
pays 25s”22. Many fish were trapped using fish weirs. The remains of such fish traps, though
probably of more recent vintage, may be found along the Torridge and the Taw as the tide ebbs23,
though not every set of stakes in the mud represents a fish trap. The Bridge Pool may also have
been used to net Salmon in antiquity, much as it has been up until living memory24.

Nuttaberry, a Saxon name?
Prior to the building of the bridge, crossing the Torridge would have required use of the ford. To the
east of Bideford, the roads shown on older maps (from the 1700s) align toward a group of
buildings, somewhat south of the current bridge, in the area now known as Nutterberry. This
collection of buildings, set aside from the later development, appearing like the relic of an earlier
time, a pattern of settlement centred on the ford, rather than the bridge, but by the 18th C. no more
than a tiny relic.
The name Nutterberry lends weight to the idea that this area was a remnant of a former settlement.
Andy Powell suggests that ‘Berry,’ as used in Devon, denoted “a fortified farmhouse such as
Blegberry, Titchberry etc,” or the small villages that had grown out of one (as in Berrynarbor, or, in
corrupted form, Countisbury and Kentisbury Ford). In the case of Nutterberry he suggests it denotes
a lost hamlet or farm25.

19 Fielder, History of Bideford, 1985. Pg 1-2
20 Richard John King. “Davish Settlements in Devonshire.” Notes and Queries. Vol. 6 3rd S. (149). Nov 5 1864. Pg
364 -5
21 Chris Preece. Fish weirs: as irritating as traffic-cones? A research update - Chris Preece (Newsletter No 4 Autumn
2002). North Devon Archaeological Society. http://www.ndas.org.uk/page12.html
22 Fielder, History of Bideford, 1985. Pg 5
23 Preece, C. 2005 ‘A Conflict of Interests: the Fish Traps of the Taw and Torridge Estuaries’ Proceedings of the
Devon Archaeological Society 53: 139-165.
24 In 2016 Derek Barnes, local resident and former Salmon fisherman, recalled when this still happened.
25 “Berry - Colonist Surname Demography and History.”
http://www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~molcgdrg/sur/2b/berry5.htm Accessed 13 Apr 2016
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Powell also mentions a connection between the Berry surname and “Bideford Pottery (North Devon
Slipware or Sgrafittoware) in the mid 17th century”26. Given that one of Bideford's longer standing
potteries, and one that was particularly associated with sgrafittoware, lay near to Nuttaberry, the
surname could be a contraction, i.e. 'berry, and reflect a connection in antiquity with this place. At
present this remains speculation, but perhaps merits further investigation.
Rogers notes that both Bedford and Bideford were at one time frequently called Bedeforde and that,
in the Anglo-Saxon Chronicles, Bedford is referred to as Bedicanford, from Bedician, the AngloSaxon for a mound or fortification27. Roger's suggests that, as modern spellings only date back to
the 18th C., an etymology involving By-the-ford is philologically impossible. Whilst Roger's appears
correct concerning the relatively recent use of “Bideford,” the concept that Bideford is derived from
“By-the-Ford” has a long history. An article in The Gentleman's Magazine for 1755, suggests
'Bideford was anciently written “By-the-ford”,' but without citing any supporting evidence28.
A correspondent to the Western Times, calling themselves simply “antiquary,” suggested Bideford
was likely to be a compound Saxon name from “bi,” meaning situated, and “ford,” a shallow place
in a river. The same writer, noting that the compound township name East-the-Water seems to go
back as far as that of By-the-ford, proposed that the two names related, in Saxon times, to a
settlement East-the-Water, and the fording place to get to it, By-the-Ford29.
Duncan Fielder suggests a possible derivation of Bideford from Bieda's, or Bydna's, ford30.
Presumably, inspired by the Bidna area of Appledore, with its traces of a medieval field system31.

Saxon monastic influence (possible rather than proven)
The monastic need for fish on Fridays, has elsewhere led to links between the taking of fish and
monasticism32. Hence, it would not be surprising to find evidence of monastic influence in Bideford.
Much of what is now East-the-Water is built on a grange and granges typically originated as areas
of land, centred on a manor house, and used for food production by a monastic establishment
(though the establishment could often be some distance from the grange). There would often be
some form of grain store on a grange and some early maps mark a Grange Barn near what is now
Barton Tors. The name Barton is consistent with this, as it derives from the Anglo-Saxon for an
area, typically an enclosed courtyard, used to store the equipment and agricultural produce of a sele
or wic (i.e. a nobelman’s house or manor). The Grange Barn area later developed into a farmstead
known as Barton Farm, before being lost to modern estates.
Names such as Chapel Hays and Sanctuary Field all suggest ecclesiastical connections, though may
reflect the practice of endowing chantries with land, rather than being indicative of monastic
activity. Chapel Park, originally Chapple Park, is more likely to have derived its title from
association with the local Chapple family, than with the church. Cross Park also seems to be a more
recent name.

26 “Berry - Colonist Surname Demography and History.”
http://www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~molcgdrg/sur/2b/berry5.htm Accessed 13 Apr 2016
27 Rogers, Notes on Bideford, c. 1940, Vol 1, Pg 10
28 The Gentleman's Magazine. 1755, pp. 445-448, cited in George Laurence Gomme Editor. “Bideford.” The
Gentleman's Magazine Library, 1731-1868. London:Elliot Stock, 1893. Pg 133
29 “The Derivation of the Name Bideford” Western Morning News 15 February 1865 p2 c7
30 Fielder, History of Bideford, 1985, 5
31 “Walk - Appledore & Northam Burrows” South West Coast Path.
32 Chris Preece. Fish weirs: as irritating as traffic-cones? A research update - Chris Preece (Newsletter No 4 Autumn
2002). North Devon Archaeological Society. Online: http://www.ndas.org.uk/page12.html Accessed: 20 Apr 2017
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The Saxon church and the position of the crossing
In his pamphlet, Random Notes on Old Bideford and District33, Major W. Ascott notes that remains
of a Saxon church were found during the re-building of St Mary's. He then poses a pertinent
question, concerning its location, “Why was it built there and not near the ford much higher up the
river?” Before offering the church's more northerly location as evidence for the existence of a
bridge prior to the earliest documentary mention of one.
The position of St Mary's is, however, not quite so neatly positioned for the current location of the
bridge as Ascott supposed. The problem lies in the unusual northward orientation of the porch of
modern St Mary's. Review the layout of any reasonably large number of cruciform Saxon/Norman
English churches and it is clear that the main entrance to such a church usually lies on the south.
Barring other constraints such a church would, therefore, be built to the north of the main route by
which its congregation would approach it. Whilst St Mary's porch is today on the north of the
structure, that may not necessarily always have been the case. It is likely that, before the gradual
northward growth of the town, and the various re-buildings of the church, it's main entrance could
have faced toward the ford. A south aspect for the porch would also be compatible with approaching
the church from Meddon Street, one of Bideford's oldest thoroughfares34. Major Ascott records that,
prior to the church being re-built in 1864, it was accessed via Tower Street and Bilton Terrace, and
that the later of which could, at that time, only be reached from Lower Meddon Street35. Fielder
describes Lower Meddon Street, as “once a part of the main route to the west”36.

The great flood of 1014
The Anglo-Saxon Chronicles for 1014 record a devastating flood that hit England - “This year, on
the eve of St. Michael's day, came the great sea-flood, which spread wide over this land, and ran so
far up as it never did before, overwhelming many towns, and an innumerable multitude of
people”37. It's effects were felt in both England and Holland, and it badly affected areas around the
Severn Estuary, for William of Malmesbury stated that a wave “grew to an astonishing size such as
the memory of man cannot parallel, so as to submerge villages many miles inland and overwhelm
and drown their inhabitants”38. This flood's effect would have been less sever in the Bristol Channel,
but it is still likely to have swept in over Bideford bar to make its effects felt along the Torridge
shore.

33 Ascott, Random Notes, 1953, Pg 7
34 Burgage plots, were a feature of development on the more important streets of medieval towns. Timms notes that
“regular burgage plots are clearly recognisable to either side of Meddon Street, which runs from Old Town to the
church.” [Timms, S. C., 1976, The Devon Urban Survey, 1976. First Draft, 94 (Report - Survey). SDV341346.].
35 Ascott Random Notes, 1953, Pg 17
36 Fielder, History of Bideford, 1985. Caption to plate 31.
37 Lars Ulwencreutz Ed. The Anglo-Saxon Chronicle. Lulu.com, 2013. Pg 129
38 “The Year in Review: 1014.” Online:Medievalists.net Accessed 16 Apr 2017.
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Norman Conquest and its aftermath
1066/7, Bideford becomes an ancient demesne
The Norman conquest saw the manor of Bideford pass from Brictric to William the Conqueror’s
wife, Matilda of Flanders. She, acting out of spite toward Britric, who had spurned her youthful
love, stripped Gloucester of both charter and all civic rights39. Thus Bideford become an ancient
demesne (a legal term for land held by the crown at the time of William's conquest), and exempt
from tax and toll by virtue of belonging to the crown40.
In the west country "barton" (from the Old English: beretun = barley enclosure) denoted that land or
property thus designated was part of the Lord of the manor's demesne (i.e. property held by the
Lord of the Manor)41. Richard Carew (d.1620), in his 1602 Survey of Cornwall explained that "That
part of the demesne which appertaineth to the lord's dwelling-house they call his barton."42. These
days it tends to designate a former manor house that has become a farm, or a large secondary manor
building adjacent to the manor house itself. Thus, the presence of a Barton on the east of the
Torridge suggests that, at some early point, a manor house lay on that side.

1069, Defeat of Godwine and Edmund at Northam
The site of the battle, between the Norman Count Brian of Brittany and Harold's sons Godwine and
Edmund, that finally secured William the Conqueror's claim to the throne, has recently been
claimed, fairly decisively, to be just south of Northam. It is unlikely that the people of Bideford
would have remained unaware of such significant events on their doorstep43.

1083, Death of Matilda
Upon the death of Matilda, in 1083, the Manor of Bideford reverted to the crown, it was
subsequently granted to Richard de Granavilla, though by whom has been the source of some
dispute. Watkins states that its was the Conqueror44. Risdon, the early historian of Devon, in the
context of mentioning other grants made by William the Conqueror, states simply that “Richard de
Granavilla was setled at Bideford, where his issue male contyneweth unto these dayes,” though as
Rison writes this in the context of discussing men of renown “sithen the coming of the Conqueror,”
there is scope for ambiguity45. Later sources46 have suggested the grant took place in the reign of
William Rufus, in about 1089 (see entry for that date below).

39 Goaman, Old Bideford and District, 1968, 16
40 Fielder, History of Bideford, 1985. Pg 4.
41 Giles Jacob “Barton or Berton” The law-dictionary: explaining the rise, progress, and present state, of the English
law; defining and interpreting the terms or words of art; and comprising copious information on the subjects of law,
trade, and government, Volume 1. New-York, I. Riley, 1811. Pg 239
42 Richard Carew. Carew's Survey of Cornwall:to which are added, notes illustrative of its history and antiquities. T.
Bensley for J. Faulder, 1811. Pgs 110-1
43 Nick Arnold. The Battle of Northam 1069 – the Evidence. Presentation to Torridge District Council. 8 Feb 2016.
Online: Acessed 15 Apr 2017
44 Watkins, Essay, 1792, pg 11
45 Tristram Risdon. The Notebook of Tristram Risdon 1608-1628. Transcribed by James Dallas and Henry Porter.
London: Elliot Stock. 1897. Pgs 122-3
46 E.g. White's Devonshire Directory of 1850
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The ancestors of the Granville family if Stowe adopted many versions of their surname. Prior to
1661, when the family adopted the name Granville, this history reflects the spellings used in
original sources, whilst adopting Grenville as the generic version, up until the family adopted
Granville.

1086, Domesday
The Domesday entry
In the Domesday survey of 1086, the entry for Bideford (Bediforda or Bedeford as it was then
known), translates as follows:
“The king has a manor called Bediforda, which Brihtric held on the day on which king Edward was
alive and dead, and it rendered geld for three hides. These can be ploughed by twenty-six ploughs.
Of them the king has half a hide and four ploughs in demesne, and the villeins have two hides and a
half and twenty ploughs. There the king has thirty villeins, and eight bordars, and fourteen serfs,
and eighteen head of cattle, and three hundred sheep, and one hundred and fifty acres of wood, and
ten acres of meadow, and twenty acres of pasture; and it renders yearly sixteen pounds. To this
manor was annexed a certain fishery on the day on which king Edward was alive and dead, which
renders yearly twenty-five shillings”47. The second entry abbreviates this, but under the name
“Bedeford”48.
The Open Domesday site explains the population as 30 villagers, 8 smallholders and 14 slaves49.
Comparison with other entries on that site suggests that the ratio of slaves to other occupants was
unusually high, which argues for a wealthy population.

Bediforda and its environment
It is interesting to compare Bideford's population, value, and land use, with adjacent properties. In
the following table the figures are taken from http://opendomesday.org, except Appledore, which is
from Duncan Fielder50. Areas are in acres.

47 Exon. D. (1086) 100 cited in The Devonshire Association. The Devonshire Domesday and Geld Inquest:
Extensions, Translations and Indices. Vol 2 of 2. Plymouth:W. Brendon and Son. 1884-1892. Pg 80
48 Exch. D. loi (2) ; 3 b cited in The Devonshire Association. The Devonshire Domesday and Geld Inquest:
Extensions, Translations and Indices. Vol 2 of 2. Plymouth:W. Brendon and Son. 1884-1892. Pg 80
49 Open Domesday; Place: Bideford. Online:http://opendomesday.org/place/SS4526/bideford/ Accessed: 15 April
2017
50 Fielder, History of Bideford, 1985. Pg 5
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Modern Name

Original name

Households

Value
in
1086

Ploughs

Pasture

Meadow

Wood

Lord's
Land

Bideford

Bediforda

52

£16

26

20

10

150

0.5

Westleigh

Weslege

12

£1.5

5

3

2

2

0.12

Eastleigh

W. lei (Terra
Willelmi de
Chevre)

8

£1.3

5

40

2

1

0.12

Tapeley

Tapelie

7

£2

8

10

3

3

0.37

Instow

Johannestow

11

£0.8

2

60

2

4

0

Landcross

Lanchers

5

£1

3

20

3

20

0.12

Abbotsha
m

Hame (Terra Eccle
De Tavestoch)

31

£5

20

60

6

2

0.25

Northam

Northam (Church
of St Stephen of
Caen)

37

£12

20

15

15

54

0.25

Appledore

Apledore

4

10s

1.5

0

2

0

0

The population was centred on Bideford and Northam, the two most wooded areas, and also the two
most valuable. Of the 180 acres of land in Bideford, some 83% was woodland, most of which has
now been lost.

Bideford's fishery
The value of Bideford's fishery in 1066 (25 shillings, or 300 pence) may be contrasted with that of
the Northam fishery in 1086 of 30 pence. Of the other Devon fisheries whose value Domesday
states, only Axminster came close (at 20 shillings), with Eggbuckland, in Plymouth, third (at 10
shillings) and Bickleigh fourth (at 5 shillings)51. Thus the late Saxon fishery in Bideford was the
most valuable fishery in Devon, probably due to its catch of salmon.
It has been claimed that the Bideford fishery of this period was the most valuable salmon fishery in
the country, but this ought to be verified, as it may easily have arisen from a transcription error of
country for county.

Salt production (and Saltren)
At the time of domesday salt was produced in nearby Northam, where there were two salthouses
listed52.

51 Based the results of searching The Devonshire Association. The Devonshire Domesday and Geld Inquest:
Extensions, Translations and Indices. 1884-92. Vols 1 & 2 for references to a fishery or to fisheries.
52 Open Domesday; Place: Bideford. Online:http://opendomesday.org/place/SS4429/northam/ Accessed: 15 April
2017
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The local East-the-Water name “Salterns” may preserve a link with that trade, though possibly for
confusion exists because there was both local salt-working and local landowners with the surname
SALTREN, that seems to have been used interchangably with SALTERN. The SALTREN surname,
it has been suggested derives originally from the SALTREN family of Treludick, Cornwall, via
younger branch, SALTREN of Petticombe, Cornwall53. As Treludick was inland, the surname may
have nothing to do with salt.
The situation may be more complex yet, as there also appears to be an ancient non-armigerous
version of the SALTREN surname extant in Bideford. This is apparent from the case of Prust v
Saltren (July 1637), in which Hugh Prust petitioned the court, stating “Jo. Saltren of Bediford in the
county of Devon, scrivener, there borne, and his father and grandfather have there lived by the
space of 80 yeares, and in all that tyme taken and knowne to be no gent.; neither is there any Coate
of Armes found in the Heralds' office to be borne by that name. Yet doth Saltren assume to himselfe
a coate of Armes of 3 Castles cutt in a scutcheon on a ringe which he weares; and boasts of his
gentility, and hath made divers offensive and disgracefull comparisons with the ancient gent of the
country there about in termes of great provocation.” Process was awarded against John SALTREN,
for his use of these arms54.

About 1089, Sir Richard de Greenvill gains Neath
Around 1089 Iestin, Lord of Glamorgan, solicited the aid of English knight Sir Robert Fitz Haymon
in his attempts to regain certain territories in South Wales. Sir Robert took with him 12 other
English knights, amongst whom was Sir Richard de Greenvill. With the help of Sir Roberts force
and an alliance of local supporters, Iestin quickly achieved his objective. Following the victory, it is
said that Iestin behaved arrogantly and failed to honour promises, prompting Sir Robert to seize
Iestin’s properties, including Cardiff castle. Sir Robert then re-partitioned Glamorgan, allocating
parts of it amongst his men, including Greenvill55.
The crown may have granted the manor of Bideford to Sir Richard de Granville in reward for his
service in Wales, for it made strategic sense. The Grenville family also held the Manor of Stowe,
just over the border in Cornwall, and were thus well placed to defend their stake in the Norman’s
newly acquired Welsh territories, or perhaps Grenville joined the enterprise because his possession
of Bideford and Stowe made it strategically sensible to do so.
The land in Bideford granted to Sir Richard de Granville amounted to three knights fees56.

1100, Henry I, origin of the Mayor of Shamwickshire?
Youngest of William I’s sons, Henry I came to the throne in 1100 and reigned until 1135.

53 John Burke and John Bernard Burke, “Saltren.” Encyclopædia of Heraldry, Or General Armory of England,
Scotland and Wales. London: H. G. Bohn, 1844. Np.
54 Richard Cust and Andrew Hopper, '545 Prust v Saltren', in The Court of Chivalry 1634-1640, ed. Richard Cust and
Andrew Hopper, British History Online http://www.british-history.ac.uk/no-series/court-of-chivalry/545-prustsaltren Accessed 17 April 2017.
55 'The winning of Glamorgan: Documents', in Cardiff Records: Volume 4, ed. John Hobson Matthews (Cardiff, 1903),
pp. 6-47. British History Online http://www.british-history.ac.uk/cardiff-records/vol4/pp6-47 Accessed 19 April
2017].
56 A Complete Parochial History of the County of Cornwall. Vol. 2. Truro, Cirnwall: William Lake, 1868. Pg 369
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In a press report on the election of the Mayor of Shamwickshire, from 186357 the correspondent
claims that this was ‘according to annual custom granted by a charter in the reign of Henry 1st: –
“For the ye, inhabitants thys syde ye ryver, havinge donne goode service to ye longe bridge, shall
henceforth enjoye ye priviledge of chusin theire Mayor yearely to try all disputes”.’ The
correspondent cites no source for this information and the reference to “ye longe bridge” appears
anachronistic, the earliest bridge usually being attributed to the end of the 13th C. Thus, without
supporting evidence, one way or the other, the statement should therefore be treated with caution,
but

1102, the church acts against English slavery
In 1086, at the time of Domesday, about 10% of the country's population were slaves (“servi,” who
had no rights, and who could be bought and sold)58. Thus, Bideford, with 36% of the population
being slaves in 1086, is likely to have been a relatively prosperous place.
In Domesday England, slavery would have been an accepted part of life, but not one with which the
church was happy, so in 1102 the church council of London decreed "Let no one hereafter presume
to engage in that nefarious trade in which hitherto in England men were usually sold like brute
animals."59 Whilst the church could not enact this as law, they could influence the new aristocracy,
and, at least on English soil, the use of slaves steadily declined.

c1127, Sir Richard de Granville founds Neath Abbey
Following the events of 1087, Sir Richard de Granville had been awarded, amongst other property
in Wales, the “Castle and Town of Neath with its Lands and Mannor.” Later in life, returning from a
pilgrimage to Jerusalem, Sir Richard stopped at Cyprus, where the Lord rebuked him in a dream for
taking the Welsh territories. Returning to Jerusalem, a repentant Sir Richard resolved to restore the
land to any rightful claimants and to give the unclaimed land to God and his saints forever. He then
set about a program of church-building that included the construction of the Abbey at Neath
(founded in 1129)60.
“After this Sir Richard died in his Abbey of Neath, and the Rights of high Lordship fell to his
Brother, who gave the same to God and the Saints forever and went to Bideford in Denshire”61.
In later life Sir Richard de Granville had done much to reconcile his family to the natives of South
Wales, thereby removing potential barriers to trade, for that region was a natural market for
Bideford pottery, whilst Bideford could benefited more readily from Welsh coal and lime (important
elements of East-the-Water's later trade).

57 “Bideford” North Devon Journal 19 November 1863 p8 c2
58 History: The Domesday Book. BBC. Online: http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/british/normans/doomsday_01.shtml
Accessed 18 Apr 2017
59 Pijper, Frederik (1909). "The Christian Church and Slavery in the Middle Ages". The American Historical Review
(American Historical Association) 14 (4): 681.
60 'The winning of Glamorgan: Documents', in Cardiff Records: Volume 4, ed. John Hobson Matthews (Cardiff,
1903), pp. 6-47. British History Online http://www.british-history.ac.uk/cardiff-records/vol4/pp6-47 Accessed 19
April 2017; Granville, Granville Family, 1895, pgs 22-23.
61 'The winning of Glamorgan: Documents', in Cardiff Records: Volume 4, ed. John Hobson Matthews (Cardiff,
1903), pp. 6-47. British History Online http://www.british-history.ac.uk/cardiff-records/vol4/pp6-47 Accessed 19
April 2017].
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c1127, Sir Richard Grenville re-builds St Mary's?
At some point a larger Norman construction was built around the existing Saxon church on the site
of St Mary's, but the much quoted date of c. 1259 is incorrect (thanks to an antiquarian misreading
Bridford, in S. Devon, as Bideford)62. The style of the scant physical evidence from that original
building point to an early Norman construction, making it is possible that the abbey-building Sir
Richard de Granville had a hand in it. The Granvilles certainly had a vested interest in St. Mary's as
the advowson was annexed to the manor of Bideford, at least until they sold the manor lands63,
giving them the right to present a candidate when the benefice came vacant.

1160, the manor of Bideford, inheritance of the Grenvilles
In the reign of Henry II, c. 1160 it is said that the Manor of Bideford, held as of the manor of
Gloucester, was the inheritance of the Grenvilles. Moreover, that the heirs, from then till 1295, all
bore the name Richard64.

13th Century
1217, Grenville purchases rights for Bideford
Roger Granville, citing Patent Rolls, 8 John, m. 2, suggested that Richard de Granville, the fourth to
bear that name, paid five marks for Bideford’s inhabitants to be granted privileges on a par with
those of Exeter65.
Roger gives this Richard de Grenville, who was granted the charter, as the one whose father died in
1204, and who himself died in 121766.
Adolphus Ballard notes that Roger Grenville's source is that given by Watkins, and comments that
he is unsure if the original latin text of the document has survived67.
Duncan Fielder suggests that Sir Richard Grenville's standing in the court of Henry III played a roll
in establishing borough status for Bideford68.
In the reigns of Edward I & II, Bideford possessed and exercised the elective franchise, but
afterwards, by its own desire, ceased to do so69.

c. 1272, first town charter
As owners of Bideford Manor, the Grenvilles had a stake in the town’s success. This came to the
fore in the last year of Henry III (1272), when Richard de Grenvile obtained Bideford’s first royal
charter70. Amongst other things this charter granted a market on Monday and a fair for five days at
the festival of St. Margaret were granted71.
62
63
64
65
66
67
68
69
70
71

E.g. 1259 is given by Fielder, History of Bideford, 1985, 59
Lysons & Lysons, Magna Brittanica, 1822, pg 52
A Complete Parochial History of the County of Cornwall. Vol. 2. Truro, Cirnwall: William Lake, 1868. Pg 370
Granville, Granville Family, 1895, Pg 32
Roger Granville, History of the Granville Family. Exeter: William Pollard, 1895. Pg 32, 34
Adolphus Ballard. British borough charters, 1042-1216. London: Cambridge University Press, 1913. Pg xxxiii
Fielder, History of Bideford, 1985. Pg 6
“Bideford” The National Gazetteer of Great Britain and Ireland. 1868
Roger Granville, History of the Granville Family. Exeter: William Pollard, 1895. Pg 48
Cart. Rot. 56 Hen. III., cited by Lysons & Lysons. Magna Brittanica. 1822. Pg 48
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There is potential uncertainty in the names and dating, as Lysons & Lysons have the grant being
made in 1271, to Richard de Grenville. Henry's 56th regnal year ran from 28 October 1271–27
October 1272, so, until the exact date can be found, either 1271 or 1272 could be possible.
John Watkins quotes another ancient charter, without date, but which Roger Grenville considers
likely to have been granted by Richard de Grenville (-1712). This identifies the criteria through
which a man qualified as a burgess, I.e. by holding, within the scope of Richard's lordship, either a
messuage, or a garden of six acres. It spelt out the responsibilities of a burgess, but also granted
them rights. The rights applied “as well on the east part of the water of Torridge, as on the west
part,” and “throughout all my lands, town, and waters.” These included “freedom from all toll,
custom, censary or stallage, to be given to me or any of mine,” in relation to markets, and “common
of pasture with their beasts throughout” though the only common land mentioned is “one on the
west part of the Torridge”72. In later documents, the phrase “east part of the water of Torridge”
appears in various abbreviated for, morphing from “east of the water of Torridge,” through “east of
the water,” to the now-familiar East-the-Water.
According to Hundred Rolls, dating from the 1270s, free warren East of Water of Torridge was
granted to Richard Greynvile73.
This range of charters is indicative of Bideford becoming an increasingly significant place.

Late 13th C, the rolling boulder
By the late 13th Century the need for a bridge had become critical. Legend has it that the site of the
current Long Bridge was determined when a parish priest, Sir Richard Gurnay, or Gornard, dreamt
of a boulder rolling down to the shore to mark the spot, a boulder that was subsequently found74. As
the eastern side of the river is the steeper, it would perhaps be the more logical setting for such an
incident, though, on both sides, the original shore-line is now so lost to development as to make
such conjecture fairly meaningless.
Thomas Westcote, in his View of Devonshire in 1630, (writing before the later destruction of a
significant portion of Bideford’s earliest records) states, of Bideford, that “Bartholomaeus de
Oketynet had land here near the conquest, and the Gurneys or Gornards.” He gives no further
details of where the Gurneys’ land lay75.
Whilst it may have been a local parish priest who first championed the idea of providing a bridge,
the Grenville family, with their holdings astride the Torridge (and possibly lacking control over the
ford), had a vested interest in seeing it constructed. Bartholomew de Grenvile (d. 1325) actively
supported the plans, but, despite this, it took the intervention of a bishop to make it happen. Peter
Quivel, the Bishop of Exeter, granted a licence for the sale of indulgences, the proceeds from which
were to finance the building and upkeep of the bridge76.

72 Watkins, Essay, 1993, 12-13
73 Gareth Davies. North Devon Wind Farm, Environmental Impact Assessment. Vol 2 – Appendices Part B. West
Coast Energy. 2011. Pg 102
74 Tristram Ridson. “Bideford.” Pages 280-3 in A chorographical description or survey of the county of Devon. With
additions. Gives a fuller account of the story on pages 281-2.
75 Thomas Westcote. Edited by George Oliver & Pitman Jones. A View of Devonshire in MDCXXX: With a Pedigree
of Most of Its Gentry. Exeter: William Roberts, 1845. 337.
76 Goaman, Old Bideford and District, 1968, 19
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Another story told in connection with Gurnay is that he initially looked to build the bridge at the
fording place, but that three times the stones were washed down river to the place where the stones
now stand77. The story would seem completely fanciful, but for the Folly Field being part of the
Bridge Trusts early inventory of land. The name suggests the field was associated with some sort of
failed construction, whilst the land lies about where the eastern end of the ford would have reached
the shore. One wonders whether there might be some grain of truth in this tale, perhaps a folkrecollection of three earlier bridges that were built on less suitable sites and washed away, before
the present site was chosen and the bridge endured?
Whilst on the subject of folk-legends, it is also said that the bridge was built on wool78. Once again,
this suggestion is less fanciful that it might at first seem, for the use of wool in the foundations was,
in antiquity, a standard technique for adding stability to foundations when building on soft ground.
It was used in the foundations of the Temple of Artemis, one of the seven wonders of the ancient
world, when a marshy construction-site at Ephasus was deliberately selected for its seismicisolation (i.e. earthquake proofing) properties79, and it is still used in the Lake District for
constructing paths across soft peat80.

Late 13th C, the first Long Bridge
That first Long Bridge, a wooden structure, was built in the late 13th C., with work beginning
between 1280 and 129181. Initially it operated in parallel with the ford.
The spans of the current Long Bridge are unequal, but preserve within them the layout of the
original timber structure82. That that begs the question, "what determined where those longer spans
would lie?" As the wider spans of bridges often coincide with deeper water channels, the structure
of the bridge may reflect the former course of the rivers main channel.
It is usual to assume that the first wooden bridge stood in the same location as all the subsequent
bridges, but there is evidence to suggest that might not have been the case. The possibility of a link
with Folly Field has already been mentioned, but the 19th C. alignment of thoroughfares within
Bideford raises the possibility of a bridge sited south of the current one, but north of Nuttaberry.
The curious northward kinks in otherwise-straight Torrington Lane and Meddon Street, just as they
approach the river, hints at the possibility that an earlier bridge could have lain at a point where
traffic from Torrington Lane could have continued directly across it.

77 Muriel Goaman, Old Bideford and District, Bristol E.M. Cox & A.G. Cox, 1968. Pg 18
78 Frank E Whiting & Peter Christie. The Long Bridge of Bideford Through The Centuries. Bideford:Bideford Bridge
Trust, 2006, pg 6.
79 B. Carpani. A Survey of Ancient Geotechnical Engineering Techniques in Subfoundation Preperation. In F. Pena &
M. Chavez (eds.) SAHC2014 - 9th International Conference on Structural Analysis of Historical Constructions.
2014. Pg 7.
80 “Wool: Aggregate Path on Peat. National Trust Lake District, 2011. Online:
http://www.pathsforall.org.uk/component/option,com_docman/Itemid,69/gid,400/task,doc_details Accessed 21 Sep
2016.
81 Fielder, History of Bideford, 1985, 5
82 Fielder, History of Bideford, 1985, 6
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14th Century
c. 1325, Bartholomew Grenville, of Bideford
In the 18th regnal year of Edward 2 (c. 1324/5) Risdon lists “Bartholomew Grenville, of Bideford”
as the only Bideford individual on his list of knights and distinguished people of Devon83.

1342, a chapel at the east end of the bridge
A chapel stood at either end of the medieval bridge, to help the church raise the funds needed for the
bridge’s continued maintenance84. It was not unusual for bridges of that period to have a chapel at
one or both ends, thus rendering the bridge itself Holy Ground (thereby helping to ensure that
access to such an important community asset could not be restricted for individual gain) 85. Both
sold indulgences, a type of purchasable pardon that, despite having lost touch with its theological
roots, had become a popular way to raise finance for large civic projects. A seal, dating from 1693,
suggests, after a later re-building of the bridge both chapels were on the upstream side of the bridge.
A writ of Edward III, dated June 11th 1342, mentions the chapel at the eastern end of the bridge and
that it was dedicated to St Thomas the Martyr86, but the bridge chapel at the eastern end of the
bridge went on to have different dedications; to St Anne (traditionally understood to be the mother
of the Virgin Mary) in a licence granted by Bishop Lacy in 1446, then to St Mary the Virgin, in the
papal letter of 145987. A change in dedication, by implying that the later chapel was somehow
different to the first, is again indicative that the bridge may have changed location. It is also worth
noting that a chapel dedicated to St Mary the Virgin might be a logical successor to a chapel
dedicated to her mother.

1348-9, the Black Death sweeps through England
In impact of the Black Death outbreak of 1348-9 on Bideford is not recorded, but in Devon as a
whole it is estimated that a third of the population died88.

1349, the Ordinance of Labourers is passed
Following the Black Death plague, labourers would have been in short supply. Within this climate
the Ordinance of Labourers was passed. This required all men or women under sixty who did not
practice a craft to serve anyone that required their labour, thus ensuring that the available workforce
were effectively used. The Ordinance effectively divided the working population into those with a
trade, who were free men, and those without, who were bound to serve89.

83 Risdon, Notebook 1608-1628, 1897, Pg 167
84 Goaman, Old Bideford and District, 1968, 19
85 Frank E Whiting & Peter Christie. The Long Bridge of Bideford Through The Centuries. Bideford:Bideford Bridge
Trust, 2006, pg 6.
86 Unknown, 1925 - 1977, Bideford Bridge (Unattributed Sites and Monuments Register Entry). SDV340995.
87 Whiting & Christie, Long Bridge, 2006, pg 24-5.
88 Fielder, History of Bideford, 1985, Pg 7
89 Brendan Wolfe and Martha McCartney, “Indentured Servants in Colonial Virginia,” Encyclopedia Virginia. Virginia
Foundation of Humanoties.
Online:https://www.encyclopediavirginia.org/Indentured_Servants_in_Colonial_Virginia#start_entry Accessed:14
July 2017
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The Ordinance, as modified in 1495 and 1563, by the Statute of Artificers, proved to be the
foundation of the later system of indentured servitude90, that would prove so lucrative for East-theWater’s merchants. The Ordinance possibly also helped promote the rise of the trade guilds within
the 14th C.; Guilds whose hierarchy of master, apprentice, and journeyman was still alive and well
amongst East-the-Water’s 19th C. shipyards, and the last vestiges of which may lie in the Mayor of
Shamwickshire’s appointment.

c. 1376, Theobald Grenvill, of Bideford
In the 49th regnal year of Edward III (c. 1375/6), Risdon lists “Theobald Grenvill, of Bideford,
knight” as the only Bideford individual on his list of knights and distinguished people of Devon91.

15th Century
c. 1405, John Grenvile, of Bideford, knight
In the 6th regnal year of Henry IV (c. 1404/5), Risdon lists “John Grenvile, of Bideford, knight” as
the only Bideford individual on his list of knights and distinguished people of Devon92.

1459, the 2nd wooden bridge
A Papal letter of 7 April 1459 describes the bridge as being of wood93. It was this wooden bridge
that is believed to have provided the template for all the later masonry bridges, and timbers, thought
to be relics of the original bridge, rather than aids to the stone bridge's construction, still remain
entombed amidst the stonework94. The main supporting timbers stood on timber plates, resting upon
rough stone.
Some of the widest spans of the Long Bridge are at the eastern end, and later diagrams show that
these were subsequently the most strongly buttressed. If one assumes that practical reasons drove
the location of the wider spans, this suggests that, in the 15th C., the river’s main channel graced the
eastern shore. The heavier buttressing may be for a similar reason, but would have been completed
at a much later date.
In later diagrams and pictures the chapel in East-the-Water is shown immediately beside the bridge
and upstream of it. In a plan of c. 1717 there is a similarly positioned building shown on the western
bank, with no building on the downstream side of the bridge.

90 Brendan Wolfe and Martha McCartney, “Indentured Servants in Colonial Virginia,” Encyclopedia Virginia. Virginia
Foundation of Humanoties.
Online:https://www.encyclopediavirginia.org/Indentured_Servants_in_Colonial_Virginia#start_entry Accessed:14
July 2017
91 Risdon, Notebook 1608-1628, 1897, Pg 170
92 Risdon, Notebook 1608-1628, 1897, Pg 172
93 Department of National Heritage, 19/04/1993, Bideford, 22 (List of Blds of Arch or Historic Interest). SDV338459.
94 Whiting & Christie, Long Bridge, 2006, pg 7.
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Ascott notes that the bridge was originally slightly convex down the river to resist the force of the
incoming tide95.
It has been suggested that there was once an additional arch on the eastern end of the bridge
(together with another on the west). Ascott notes that “excavations at each end of the bridge have
not revealed any traces of such”96. The wharves have, however, been built out significantly since the
18th C. and possibly enough for an additional arch to have been blocked off by the changes.

c. 1484-6, Thomas Grenvill, of Bideford, knight
In the 1st regnal year of Richard III (c. 1483/4), Risdon lists “Thomas Grenvill, of Bideford, knight”
as the only Bideford individual on his list of knights and distinguished people of Devon97.
In the 1st regnal year of Henry VII (c. 1485/6), Risdon lists “Thomas Grenvill, of Bideford, knight”
as one of two Bideford individuals on his list of knights and distinguished people of Devon for that
reign, the other being his son98.

1497, John Cabot claims Newfoundland
There is evidence that even before Columbus discovered the New World in 1492, West-country
fishermen had been visiting its waters. It seems that they knew of the bountiful fishing grounds on
the Grand Banks, the location of which they kept jealously as a trade secret. In 1497, to secure
British interests in these fishing grounds, John Cabot claimed Newfoundland for the British crown,
but it would be well over a hundred years before the area was finally settled with any permanence
by Europeans.
In the early 1500s, Bideford would be one of the first communities to exploit the new opportunities
presented by Cabot's claim99.
95
96
97
98
99

Ascott, Random Notes, 1953, pg 7
Ascott, Random Notes, 1953, pg 7
Risdon, Notebook 1608-1628, 1897, 175
Risdon, Notebook 1608-1628, 1897, 176
“Newfoundland's Connections to the West Country of England” Pages 3-22 in Decks Awash. Vol. 2 No. 2 MarchApril 1992, pg 6.
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16th Century
c. 1502, Thomas Grenvill, of Bideford, knight
In the 17th regnal year of Henry VII (c.1501/2), Risdon lists “Thomas Grenvill, of Bideford, knight”
as one of only two Bideford individuals on his list of knights and distinguished people of Devon for
that reign, the other being his father100.

c. 1533, Richard Grenville, of Bideford, knight, sherif
In the 24th regnal year of Henry VIII (c. 1532/3), Risdon lists “Richard Grenville, of Bideford,
knight, sherif” as the only Bideford individual on his list of knights and distinguished people of
Devon for that reign101.

1541, Buckand Abbey granted to Sir Richard Grenville
(Grange connection?)
In 1541/2 Henry VIII’s dissolution of the monasteries saw Buckland Abbey granted to Sir Richard
Greynfeld. In 1580 Queen Elizabeth then licensed Greynfeld and his wife Mary to alienate the
property to John Hele and Christopher Harrys, who, a year later, sold the property to Sir Frances
Drake102
It is not clear if Sir Richard's grant of Buckland Abbey might have had some connection with the
Grenville ownership of Grange in East-the-water, but, as Grange was a name routinely used for a
section of an Abbey's estates, often remote from that abbey, that hints at some former link with a
monastic house.

1542, John Leland reports shipbuilding in Barnstaple Street
In 1542 Henry VIII's official antiquary, John Leland, visited the West-country103. On visiting
Bideford, he noted that in Barnstaple Street, East-the-Water, there was “a praty quick [meaning
lively] streate of Smithes and other occupiers for shipp crafte.” Leland was also the first to describe
Bideford's Long Bridge as built of stone. He describes Appledore at that time as a “good village”104.

100 Tristram Risdon. The Notebook of Tristram Risdon 1608-1628. Transcribed by James Dallas and Henry Porter.
London: Elliot Stock. 1897. Pg 176
101 Tristram Risdon. The Notebook of Tristram Risdon 1608-1628. Transcribed by James Dallas and Henry Porter.
London: Elliot Stock. 1897. Pg 176]
102 George Oliver, Monasticon Dioecesis Exoniensis, Being a Collection of Records and Instruments Illustrating the
Ancient Foundations, in the Counties of Cornwall and Devon, Exeter:Hannaford, 1846, 381
103 John Chandler. “John Leland in the West Country” pgs 34 to 49 in Mark Brayshay Ed. Topographical Writers in
South-West England. University of Exeter Press, 1996. 44
104 Leland, Itinerary of John Leland in or about the years 1535-1543, 1907, Part 2, Pg 171-2
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1565, a significant centre for shipbuilding
The Exeter Records demonstrate that Bideford’s shipyards could already produce a ship of 250 tons,
one having been built there in 1565105. Rogers cites the entry as follows106 “that one J. W. of the citie
of Exeter, Merchante, hath at these presents buylded and fynished within the haven of Bidefford one
ship of the portage and burden of two hundredth fiftye tonnes.”
To set this size of 250 tons in context, consider that Drake circumnavigated the globe in the
Pelican/Golden Hind, a vessel of about 150 tons107, whilst, of the 139 vessels operating as privateers
between 1589 and 1591 (and therefore available to the crown as a navy), only 16 were over 200
tons108. Henry VIIIs flagship, Mary Rose, ordered in 1510, was large for its time at 400 tons109.
Rogers suggested that this made Bideford one of the most significant ship-building centres in the
west, the certificate for building ships having come from “the Lord Highe Admyral of England”110.
Coming so relatively soon after Leland's account, of 1542, mentioned shipbuilding only in East-theWater111 , it is likely that the Barnstaple Street yards were responsible for the 250 ton ship.
Most of the merchant ships active from Bideford at this period were smaller. Six or seven traded
overseas, and they totalled 143 tons. Barnstaple had but three ships (totalling 76 tons), though it
appears that some Barnstaple ships were hired to Bristol merchants. Ship ownership was centred on
the parish of Northam, where eight vessels were active, the largest being the Jesus (80 tons)112.

1565, the Westleigh bridge, figment or fact?
There is a popular conception that access up the Torridge to Bideford, at least for larger ships, was,
at the time of the Armarda, completely prevented by a bridge from Tapley to Northam. This
probably stems from the appearance of a bridge symbol (indicating a crossing point, though not
necessarily a bridge), on some (but not all) early maps. The idea of such a bridge was roundly
refuted by Pearce Chope (former president of the Devonshire Association) in 1928113, the
construction of a 250 ton boat at Bideford in 1565 formed part of his evidence, but there he gave the
date as 1566. It is also notable that John Leland, describing this shore in 1542, failed to mention any
such bridge.114

105 “North Devon Maritime Enterprise 1560-1640.” Tudor and Stuart Devon: The Common Estate and Government :
Essays Presented to Joyce Youings. Todd Gray, Margery M. Rowe, Audrey M. Erskine. University of Exeter Press,
1992. Page 121. Pearce Chope (North Devon Journal 5 July 1928 p7 c5) gives the date of construction as 1566.
106 Rogers, Concise History of Bideford, 1938, pg 10, citing Calendar of State Papers, British Museum.
107 Glyndwr Williams. The Great South Sea: English Voyages and Encounters, 1570-1750. Yale University Press, 1997.
Pg 23.
108 Richard Bruce Wernham. The Making of Elizabethan Foreign Policy, 1558-1603. University of California Press,
1980. Pg 61.
109 “The History of the Mary Rose – 1511-1545” Mary Rose Museum. Online:http://www.maryrose.org Accessed: 29
Apr 2017.
110 Rogers, Concise History of Bideford, 1938, pg 11
111 Leland, Itinerary of John Leland in or about the years 1535-1543, 1907, Part 2, Pg 171-2
112 “North Devon Maritime Enterprise 1560-1640.” Tudor and Stuart Devon: The Common Estate and Government :
Essays Presented to Joyce Youings. Todd Gray, Margery M. Rowe, Audrey M. Erskine. University of Exeter Press,
1992. Page 121.
113 “Mr Pearce Chope's View.” North Devon Journal 5 July 1928 p7 c5
114 Leland, Itinerary of John Leland in or about the years 1535-1543, 1907
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1566, a 500 ton vessel built at Bideford?
Rogers mentions a boat of 500 tons being built in 1566 at Bideford, but gives no indication of his
source115. It is, therefore, possible that he was in error.

1572 St. Bartholomew’s day massacre
The St. Bartholomew’s day massacre of 1572 saw a surge of Hugenot religious refugees arriving in
England. Some of these, especially weavers, settled and set up trade in Bideford, attracted no-doubt
by Bideford’s trade in wool, but the Hugenots also traded in silken and cotton goods116.

1574, Grenville secures an Elizabethan charter
In 1574, Sir Richard Grenville(1541?-1591) procured a charter from Queen Elizabeth, confirming
Bideford's status as a free borough, a partial transcript of which is given by Watkins117. Gaining free
borough status generally involved special privileges being given, a reduction in the degree of
servitude that burgesses owed to their lord, and/or an increased corporate autonomy from external
authorities118. In this case the charter confirmed the town's existing market and fair, whilst granting
two additional fairs. The market was on Teusday and the fairs February 4-7, July 8-11, & November
3-6119. “Bedyford” was incorporated and given powers for rebuilding the decayed town, and for the
better maintenance of the bridge120. Royal assent was given on 10 December 1574121.
Locals will occasionally claim (usually in the pub) that this charter grants concessions relating to
mooring on the East-the-Water shore. Watkins notes that it does declare the town “to be free from
all tollage, stallage, pittage, customage, fines, and amerciaments,” but only “from the said markets
and fairs.122”
Sir Richard is known to have had a town house in Bideford, and Ascott123, who, in 1953,
documented various local traditions passed down to him, states that 'The Church Lad's Brigade Hall
adjoining the Bridge Buildings was Sir Richard Grenville's town house with a garden extending
down to the beach. Later it became a pub called “The Castle,” after which it was purchased for the
C.L.B.'
More recent research has confirmed that Sir Richard was also born in the town124.

115 Rogers, Concise History of Bideford, 1938, pg 11
116 Goaman, 1968, 39
117 Watkins, Essay, 1792, 18-21
118 Stephen Alsford. Medieval English Towns – Glossary. 2017.
Online:http://users.trytel.com/~tristan/towns/glossary.html Accessed: 28 Apr 2017
119 Watkins, Essay, 1792, 19
120 Lysons & Lysons. Magna Brittanica. 1822. Pg 48
121 Watkins, Essay, 1792, 21
122 Watkins, Essay, 1792, 20
123 Ascott, Random Notes, 1953, pg 18
124 Carter & Carter, Grenville Research, 2017, n.p.
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1574, Grenville's plan to circumnavigate the world
1574 saw Richard Grenville produced a scheme, together with Humphrey Gilbert, for 'an enterprise
for the discovery of sundry rich and unknown lands,' the existence of which was revealed after the
capture, in Panama, of John Oxenhome and two other Englishmen. Elizabeth, at that time keen to
preserve amicable relations with Spain, refused to license it125. In 1577 Sir Francis Drake
resurrected the scheme with Elizabeth's blessing, causing friction between Drake and Grenville,
such that Grenville refused to ever sail with Drake again126.

1577, Richard Grenvile, of Bideford, knighted
In the time of Elizabeth I, Risdon notes that “Richard Grenvile, of Bideford” was knighted in
1577127.

1583, Sir Humphry Gilbert founds a colony in Newfoundland
Having obtained permission from Elizabeth in 1578 to found a colony in Newfoundland, Sir
Humphry Gilbert's first attempt failed. In 1583 he finally reached, and claimed, St Johns, but again
failed to establish a colony. Neither Gilbert nor his chosen vessel survived the return journey, the
Golden Hind, master Edward Hayes, being the sole vessel from his fleet to survive. After Gilbert's
father's death his father's widow married the father of Sir Walter Raleigh128. Both Sir Walter Raleigh
and his half-brother Humphrey Gilbert129 were cousins of Sir Richard Grenville, so one wonders
how this Golden Hind might relate to the one that, five years later, Grenville dispatched from
Bideford (as the Bark Fleming) to served against the Spanish Armada.

1584, Amadas and Barlowe sail for North America
No doubt inspired by Gilbert's discoveries Sir Walter Raleigh promoted further trans-atlantic
exploration. On 27 April 1584, acting for Raleigh, Philip Amadas and Arthur Barlowe set sail to
explore the east coast of North America. Landing at Roanoke Island on 13th July, they established
relations with the local tribes. They returned with two native Americans, Manteo and Wanchese,
who were probably of the Hatteras Indians130. These natives learnt English and were able to provide
Raleigh with political and geographical intelligence on their homeland, as well as helping to create
publicity for Raleigh's proposed colony131.

125 Ben Simpson. “Sir Richard Grenville” Online: https://www.wolfson.ox.ac.uk/~ben/grenv2.htm Accessed 11 Sep
2016
126 “Richard Grenville” http://alchetron.com/Richard-Grenville-1061990-W Accessed 12 Sep 2016
127 Tristram Risdon. The Notebook of Tristram Risdon 1608-1628. Transcribed by James Dallas and Henry Porter.
London: Elliot Stock. 1897. Pg 179
128 Edward Hayes. Sir Humphrey Gilbert's Voyage to Newfoundland. 2006.
Online:https://www.gutenberg.org/files/3338/3338-h/3338-h.htm Accessed 17 Apr 2017
129 “Newfoundland's Connections to the West Country of England” Pages 3-22 in Decks Awash. Vol. 2 No. 2 MarchApril 1992, pg 5
130 Andy Powell. “Raleigh, a Wyngantoditoian” Native Heritage Project. 2 Jul 2012. Online:
https://nativeheritageproject.com/2012/07/02/raleigh-a-wynganditoian Accessed 11 Sep 2016
131 http://ncmuseumofhistory.org/learning/educators/timelines/sixteenth-century-north-carolina-timeline Accessed 12
Sep 2016
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1585, the charter to colonize Virginia
In March 1584/5 the Queen gave the newly knighted Sir Walter Raleigh a charter to colonize the
new found area, which she called Virginia132.

1585, Grenville establishes a military colony on Roanoke
In the same year, Raleigh, being required to attend Queen Elizabeth I, placed his cousin Sir Richard
Grenville in charge of establishing his military colony in the New World133.
On August 17, 1585, some years before the Mayflower, Sir Walter Raleigh's expedition set sail,
under the command of Sir Richard Grenville, and accompanied by Phillip Amadayas, to established
a colony in Virginia (in that area now included in North Carolina).
The Tyger, of 140 tons, accompanied Grenville on this voyage134. With that ship sailed another, the
Roebuck135.
Major W. Ascott records the local tradition, concerning the shipyard which formerly stood on
Brunswick Wharf, “Two ships are said to have been built here for Sir Richard Grenville for his
Virginian venture”136.
Grenville settled the colonists on the island of Roanoke, leaving Ralph Lane in charge, and
Amadayas with him, he then departed. In parting, he promised to send the colonists a relief fleet the
following year, little knowing that circumstances would prevent him returning quite as soon as he
might have wished137.

1585, Raleigh proposes a relief fleet
Sir Walter Raleigh proposed an expedition to Virginia to relieve the colony, which God willing,
would be with them the following summer (i.e. 1587)138. The original source of this information is
given by Powell, as Plymouth Muniments Widey Court Book 1585139, from whence he cites that
Raleigh “did presently resolve upon another voyage, to supply Ralfe Lane and his company that
were left with him in Virginia, the next Spring following”, i.e. in 1586.
Snell, citing an unreferenced passage in Hakluyt, claims that a "pinnace and fleet were accordingly
prepared in the West country at Bideford, under the charge of Sir Richard Greenvil."140.

1585, tensions with Spain disrupt Newfoundland fishing
Queen Elizabeth ordered Bernard Drake, concerning Newfoundland, “...to proceed thither to warn
all English vessels about the seizures in Spain, and prevent them making sale of their fish there, and
to take all Spanish ships and subjects, and to bring them into some of the Western ports of England,
without disposing of the lading until further orders.”141 It is likely that Bideford's Newfoundland
132 “Richard Grenville.” 1586, http://alchetron.com/Richard-Grenville-1061990-W Accessed 12 Sep 2016
133 Andrew Thomas Powell, Grenville and the Lost Colony of Roanoke. Troubadour, 2011. Pg 13
134 F. J. Snell. North Devon. Adam and Charles Black. 1906. Pg 112
135 Andrew Thomas Powell, Grenville and the Lost Colony of Roanoke. Troubadour, 2011. Pg 15
136 W. Ascott, Random Notes on Old Bideford and District. Bideford: Gazette, 1953. Pg 27
137 “Richard Grenville.” 1586, http://alchetron.com/Richard-Grenville-1061990-W Accessed 12 Sep 2016
138 F. J. Snell. North Devon. Adam and Charles Black. 1906. Pg 108, citing an unreferenced passage in Hakluyt
139 Andrew Thomas Powell, Grenville and the Lost Colony of Roanoke. Troubadour, 2011. Pg 14
140 F. J. Snell. North Devon. Adam and Charles Black. 1906. Pg 108
141 D. W. Prowse's 1895 history of Newfoundland, quoted in “The Placentia Area” Pages 3-76 in Decks Awash. Vol. 2
No. 2 March-April 1992, pg 3
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merchants would have been amongst those intending to sell their fish in Spain.

1585, a Spanish prize and the building of New Place
It is possible that Grenville received orders, similar to those given to Bernard Drake, with respect to
Spanish vessels, for it appears to have been after his voyage of 1585, that Grenville returned with a
handsome Spanish prize, the Santa Maria de Vincente, of some 300 tons142.
The ships Spanish cannons would have been useless, as they took a different gauge of shot to
English cannons, and the Santa Maria de Vincente, would have been a likely source for the Spanish
guns which, dating from this period, were recovered from their ignoble use as mooring posts, and
set up in Victoria Park as “Spanish Armada cannons”143.
The Santa Maria de Vincente appears to have been renamed as The Galleon Dudley144. Snell
suggests that “as Raleigh was courting the favour of Robert Dudley, Earl of Leicester, the vessel
may have been renamed thus as a compliment to that nobleman”145.

1585, the building of New Place
Grenville's prize provided him with both wealth and a workforce, in the form of captured Spanish
prisoners146. He put both to work constructing a grand mansion for himself (believed to be that later
known as New Place). Forcing the prisoners to labour and even requiring the ship's captain to carry
stone for the construction, his treatment of these captives caused outrage in Spain147.
The contemporary and near contemporary accounts mention several features of New Place:
•

it used stone, at least in part, for its construction;

•

it was considerably larger than the previous manor house, for it paid twice as much in
church rates148;

•

it was still standing in 1672, for they were paid in that year;

•

it was on a quayside, for the church record indicates as such;

•

its grounds possibly included fish-ponds, for one of Bernard Grenville’s letters mentions that
he is sending carp from his ponds at Bideford to stock those at Stowe149.

Tradition places the new Place House on the west of the river, i.e. on the side of the ‘Established
Key,’ but (even if one assumes the fishponds were on adjacent estates rather than at Place House) a
more logical location might have been near “The Key” on the East, as that quay formed part of the
manor lands, so presumably belonged to the Grenville’s (who held the manor). Pearce Chope
suggested that the original Place House was ‘the first house in “Churchyard,” on or near the site of
the present Townhall150, a view reinforced by modern scholarship. That being the case, it lay almost
opposite the The Key and, there being no quay or buildings to the east of it at that time, it would
have provided an ideal vantage point from which to supervise activities there.
142 Andrew Thomas Powell, Grenville and the Lost Colony of Roanoke. Troubadour, 2011. pg 14
143 “Richard Grenville.” 1586, http://alchetron.com/Richard-Grenville-1061990-W Accessed 12 Sep 2016
144 Andrew Thomas Powell, Grenville and the Lost Colony of Roanoke. Troubadour, 2011. pg 14
145 F. J. Snell. North Devon. Adam and Charles Black. 1906. Pg 112
146 Andrew Thomas Powell, Grenville and the Lost Colony of Roanoke. Troubadour, 2011. pg 14
147 Carter & Carter, Grenville Research, 2017, n.p.
148 Carter & Carter, Grenville Research, 2017, n.p.
149 Roger Granville, The History of the Granville Family, Exeter: privately, 1895,147
150 “Mr. Pearce Chope’s Views” North Devon Journal 5 July 1928 p7 c5
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1586, Grenville's relief mission undone by Bideford Bar
On 16 April 1586, Philip Wyot, local chronicler, and Town Clerk of Barnstaple at the latter end of
the sixteenth century, recorded “Sir Richard Greynvylle sailed over the barr with his flee boat [flea
boat, his smallest] and friget, but for want of suffict water on the barr, being neare upon neape, he
left his ship [grounded his ship, or left it in the harbour, unable to get out]. This Sir Richard
Greynvylle pretended [‘intended’ is the ancient sense of this word] his goiuge to Wyngandecora,
where he was last year.”151 (text in italics added for clarification). Thus Sir Richard appears to have
set out to fulfil his promise, but to have been prevented from doing so by the treachery of Bideford
Bar (the shoals at the mouth of the estuary that have time and again caught out even experienced
mariners).
It is from one of Grenville's captives, Pedro Diaz, commander of the Santa Maria, that we have
further details of this episode. Diaz states that, after his voyage of 1585, Grenville “returned to the
river at Bideford, which is at the mouth of Barnstaple [Water], and there he fitted out six ships, one
of 150 tons and the rest 100 down to 60 tons. With them and 400 soldiers and sailors and provisions
for a year he put to sea on 2 May 1586.152”
Thus Grenville’s first attempt to relieve Roanoke was delayed somewhat.

1586, Drake evacuates the Roanoke settlers
As May passed into June, Sir Richard's failure to arrive with their much-needed supplies caused
increasing distress amongst the settlers.
In 1586 the White Lion, captain James Erisey, accompanied Sir Francis Drake on a West Indian
voyage and, calling at Roanoke, they evacuated most of Ralph Lane's military colony153.
Drake, arrived about the beginning of June, and at first proposed equipping the colonists to remain
further on their station. He was forced to abandon that plan, however, by the arrival of stormy
weather. So, instead of leaving certain vessels and experienced mariners with the colonists, Drake's
fleet set sail, with the colonists aboard. They departed on the 19th of June, arriving in Plymouth on
27th July 1586154
Drake's motivation for taking the colonists appears to have been a shortage of supplies, not having
enough on board to supply the colony through another winter. The returning Roanoke colonists
introduced Europe to tobacco, maize, and potatoes155.
The Tobacco monopoly would later provide a foundation for the wealth of Bideford's merchants and
leave its legacy in East-the-Water.

151 Richard William Cotton. “The Part Taken by North Devon in the Earliest English Enterprises for the Purpose of
Colonizing America.” Pages 279 to 282 in Report and Transactions of The Devonshire Association. (Vol 2, Part 1).
London:Taylor & Francis, 1867-8. Page 281
152 'The relation of Pedro Diaz', in D. B. Quinn (ed.), New American World, 1979, iii. 327
153 Andrew Thomas Powell, Grenville and the Lost Colony of Roanoke. Troubadour, 2011. Pg 16
154 Richard William Cotton. “The Part Taken by North Devon in the Earliest English Enterprises for the Purpose of
Colonizing America.” Pages 279 to 282 in Report and Transactions of The Devonshire Association. (Vol 2, Part 1).
London:Taylor & Francis, 1867-8. Page 59
155 Julian Alvin Carroll Chandler editor. The South in the Building of the Nation: History of the States. 12 Volumes.
The Southern historical publication society. Louisiana:Pelican, 1909. Vol 1. Pg 5.
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1586, Grenville arrives at Roanoke
Powell notes that Grenville returned in 1586 with the Roebuck and the Tyger, and finding the
colony deserted, left 15 of his own men to secure the Queen's claim156.

1586, North Devon braces itself for a Spanish invasion
The diary extracts of local chronicler Philip Wyot suggest that prices of staples like corn were
rising, and that about Witsunday (around June) orders had gone out “that the beacons shd be
reedified and diligently watched day and night, and that post horses shd be p.vided in evy towne, and
that evy pson s shd p.vide in rediness his armour”157.

1586, Grenville returns from Roanoke
The diary extracts of local chronicler Philip Wyot, which start in 1586, record “In December this
year [1586] Sir Richard Greynfild came home bringing a prise with him, laden with sugar, ginger &
hyds.”158. Thus it appears that Sir Richard picked up a prize on his return journey.

1586, William Camden’s Britannia is published
Camden’s work contained one of the very early maps of Devonshire159. This map marks only the
more significant roads, and is interesting in showing none between Bideford and Barnstaple, there
being two routes southward from Ilfracombe, one to Barnstaple, the other through Braunton and
terminating at St Anne’s Chapel (formerly the SW point of Braunton Burrows, but now washed
away), its direction thence resumed at Appledore, through Northam, to cross the Towridge at
Bediford, before running southward to Torrington. Camden’s map is also one of those which
suggest a bridge over the Torridge at Westleigh, but without showing any roads connected to it.
Camden’s work has little to say on Bideford, simply stating that it was “pretty famous, for the resort
of People to it, and for an arched stone bridge.”

1587, the conflict with Spain is beggaring the common people
In 1587, ongoing hostility between the English and the Spanish continued their inexorable descent
into full blown war, though there was never a formal declaration of war as such.
The drain of the war effort was increasingly being felt by the region. At the lent assize, in
Barnstaple, one judge commented that, despite the dearth of corn and the inflated price of wheat,
“this countrye is dailey further charged with ammunition and harness, expecting and providing for
invasions and warrs which maketh the common sort fall into poverty for want of trade, so that divs
fall to robbynge, and stealinge, the like hath never been seen.”160

156 Andrew Thomas Powell, Grenville and the Lost Colony of Roanoke. Troubadour, 2011. Pg 15
157 “The Diary of Philip Wyot, Town Clerk of Barnstaple From 1586 to 1608.” Pages 88-120 in John Robert Chanter.
Sketches of the literary history of Barnstaple; being the substance of a series of papers read at The Literary
Institution, Barnstaple. To which is appended the diary of Philip Wyot, town clerk of Barnstaple, from 1586 to
1608. Barnstaple:Arnold, c. 1866. Pg 92
158 “The Diary of Philip Wyot.” Op. Cit. Page 91
159 “Devonshire” in William Camden. Britannia, or a Chorographical Description of Great Britain, Ireland and the
Adjacent Islands, 1856, revised by Edmund Gibson, 1722.
Online:https://ebooks.adelaide.edu.au/c/camden/william/britannia-gibson-1722/part35.html Accessed 24 Aug 2017
160 “The Diary of Philip Wyot.” Op. Cit., Page 93
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1587, the gift of a quay (and evidence for an earlier one)
In 1587 the Lord of the Manor, Richard Grenville (1542? – 1591), gave the newly established
Borough, of Bideford, the property 'whereof certain limekilns sometimes stood and where a quay or
wharf is latterly built; and also of all streets, lanes and ways within the said manor borough, and
town of Bideford'"161. We are not told on which side of the river this quay was, but a plan from c.
1717 provides a big clue. It shows the corporation's extensions to an earlier quay labelled as
Established Key. This earlier quay was therefore one gifted or settled upon (this being an early
meaning of ‘established’) the Borough. The only record of such an establishment of a quay upon the
borough was as part of this gift of land by Richard Grenville.
The plan of c. 1717 labels a series of the quays. The document is likely to have been produced to
support the official recognition of the extension to the western quay and to include it as part of the
port of Bideford. One of the quays is shown as simply The Key. The lack of a need to qualify its
name on such a document implies that it pre-dated the other quays.
Later evidence identifies that the site of The Key still formed part of the manor lands. Not only
would this place this quay, at this time, in the ownership of the Grenvilles, but it also supports the
notion that this would have been the community’s primary quay at an early time. The evidence,
from 1542, that Bideford’s earliest recorded shipwrights were based on the eastern side of the
Torridge is also consistent with Bideford’s original quay being on that side.
So, at some point prior to 1587 the situation probably looked like this

Then by 1587 it had changed to looked like this

161 Fielder, History of Bideford, 1985, 19
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1587, the preparation of a further colonial fleet
Available evidence suggests that, in 1587, Grenville divided his time between London and Bideford
as he sought people for a second attempt at establishing Raleigh's colony”162.
In 1587 Raleigh sent another group of 100 colonist to Roanoke, under John White, the first to
include women and children163. Landing in July of that year, he found no sign of Grenville's fifteen
men, except the bones of one who had died earlier.

1588, Grenville's Roanoke fleet held in Bideford
In the spring of 1588, Hakluyt suggests that Grenville's fleet lay ready, simply waiting on
favourable conditions to put to sea, when rumours spread of the armada Spain was preparing.
Consequently, "most of the ships of war then in readiness in any haven in England were stayed for
service at home"164.

162 Andrew Thomas Powell, Grenville and the Lost Colony of Roanoke. Troubadour, 2011. Pg 15
163 John White, “John White's Attempt to Rescue the Roanoke Colonists” excerpts transcribed. National Humanities
Centre. Online:nationalhumanitiescenter.org/pds/amerbegin/exploration/text6/white.pdf Accessed: 8 Oct 2016
164 F. J. Snell. North Devon. Adam and Charles Black. 1906. Pg 108, citing an unreferenced passage in Hakluyt
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1588, Privy council call for ships to join Drake's force
Barnstaple and Torrington were requested by the Queen's Privy Council to provide two ships and a
pinnace, but the town's officials declined to do so, blaming the heavy losses sustained on previous
such adventures165. As Bideford was not mentioned in the request, Snell suggests Torrington is used
in error for Bideford166. A possible reason is that as, at that period, Bideford came under the port of
Barnstaple for tax collection, it also did for administrative purposes167. Indeed, old maps of the area
know the combined Taw/Torridge estuary as Barnstaple Water168. This was perhaps because, at this
period, it appears to have been usual for Barnstaple's merchants' to berth their larger vessels at the
mouth of the Taw (the Aber Taw in Celtic), in the area now known as the pool of Appledore, to
avoid the navigational difficulties of working them upstream to Barnstaple (their goods presumably
being brought up to Barnstaple's quay in smaller vessels, or offloaded at Instow). Thus, any official
naval command issued to Barnstaple was effectively a command to Taw/Torridge estuary (i.e.
Appledore, Bideford, and Barnstaple). This maritime amalgamation of Bideford as a part of
Barnstaple Water could, presumably, also be responsible for Bideford's ships being later reported to
have fought the Spanish Armada under the command of the Lord Admiral of Barnstaple.

1588, Bideford ships join Drake's force
The Spanish Armada of August 1588 brought the local area to arms. Kingsley and Cotton, in their
accounts of local involvement, made no use of national records, but the later historian, Mr Pearce
Chope, a former president of the Devonshire Association, working with a wider range of sources,
identified that four of the five ships from the Taw and Torridge, that joined the initial force,
certainly came from Bideford. Another, that sailed a little later and from Barnstaple, was owned by
a Bideford merchant.
For some years, it was argued that, in the Elizabethan period, a bridge near Westleigh precluded the
use of Bideford as a port. It was therefore argued that all five of the ships must have come from
Barnstaple. The evidence of a significant ship built at Bideford in 1565, shows that the town was
perfectly accessible. Furthermore, contemporary testimony suggests that the situation was quite the
reverse. The difficulty of navigating the Taw meant that, at this period, Barnstaple's larger vessels
moored off Appledore and Instow, presumably transshipping their goods into lighters to convey
them to the docks, as happened in later periods. When Bideford later applied for independent status,
Barnstaple officials were concerned that, the navigation of larger ships to Bideford being so much
easier, Barnstaple's trade would be entirely ruined.

165 F. J. Snell. North Devon. Adam and Charles Black. 1906. Pg 112-3
166 F. J. Snell. North Devon. Adam and Charles Black. 1906. Pg 113
167 Benjamin Don's plan of 1765 labels this area as simply “A bar harbour,” suggesting that it was already known for
its bar. A historical meaning of “staple” is “a town or place appointed by royal authority as the seat of a body of
merchants having the exclusive right of purchase of certain classes of goods for export.” (“Staple”
Online:http://www.dictionary.com/browse/staple Accessed 30 Sep 2016). So one must wonder whether the town we
know as Barnstaple gained its name by virtue of some ancient administrative right, that once made it the bar-staple,
i.e. the staple approached via its troublesome bar.
168 Richard W. Cotton. Barnstaple and the northern part of Devonshire during the great civil war, 1642-1646.
London:Unwin Brothers, 1889. Pg 298
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In 1953 Major Ascott bemoaned the existence of a plaque in Barnstaple that continued to propagate
the message that all five ships had come from Barnstaple169 and even today the internet declares that
Barnstaple sent five ships to join the fleet. In a sense the ships did come from Barnstaple, at least in
that they sailed from the area under the jurisdiction of the Port of Barnstaple, but the town within
that area that they sailed from was clearly Bideford, rather than Barnstaple.

169 Ascott, pg 31
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Snell notes that Wyot's diary records that between March and August "5 ships went over the bar to
join Sr F. D. at plymo"170.
In 2011, Powell, noting the century-long debate over which port the Armada fleet sailed from, and
claiming to have fully researched the matter himself, concludes that Bideford sent the following:
•

Dudley, c. 300 tons, owned by Sir Richard Grenville;

•

Virgin God Save Her, c. 200 tons, owned by Sir Richard Grenville and captained by his
second son, Sir John;

•

Tyger, between 140-200 tons, owned by Sir Richard Grenville, and his flagship;

•

Golden Hind (as Bark Fleming), a pinnance of c. 50 tons;

•

Bark St Ledger, c. 50 tons, captained by John St. Ledger's son John (Sir Richard Grenville's
brother-in-law)

But Barnstaple did not remain without representation, for, from that town, their eventually sailed
two privateers171:
•

Bark Sellinger, 50 tons, captained by its eponymous owner;

•

John, c. 40 tons.

Thus, around five-sixths of the tonnage of the naval fire-power contributed from the Taw/Torridge
was in the form of Sir Richard Grenville's ships.
Powell notes that whilst the Bark St Ledger appears on a tapestry 0f 1739, hung in the House of
Lords to commemorate the engagements of 1588, she does not appear in other records172. The
involvement of the St Ledger family is of note, as Sir Richard Grenville had, in 1565, married
Mary, the daughter of Sir John St Ledger, and had subsequently been active alongside that family in
Ireland. It is therefore reasonable to suppose that the Bark's captain was Grenville's brother-in-law.
Clearly, Grenville and his relations were heavily invested in North Devon's contribution to the fleet.
In March 1588, “5 ships went over the bar to join Sr F. D. at plymo”173. It is likely that these ships,
which must surely have been those five provided from Bideford, were drawn from the seven that
Grenville had prepared for his Roanoke voyage.
Once Grenville delivered his ships to Plymouth, he played no further part in the fleet, having
refused to sail with Drake ever again, after Drake effectively hi-jacked Grenville's plans for a
circumnavigation of the globe. The inclusion of the diminutive Golden Hind, namesake of Drakes
ship, may be interpreted as an intentional reminder of that slight.

1588, the fight against the Armada
Snell cites Stow's description of the North Devon ships present in the English Channel on May 16th.
"From Quinborough toward Plimmouth, the 16 of May, under the L. Admiral of Barnstaple, The
Galeon Dudley, The God save her, The Tyger."174. Snell suggests these were ships from Barnstaple,
but at that time the port of Barnstaple comprised the entire of Barnstaple Water (Taw/Torridge
estuary), hence ships from Barnstaple, Bideford, and Appledore, all came under the Lord Admiral of
Barnstaple.
170 “The Diary of Philip Wyot.” Op. Cit. Page 94
171 Andrew Thomas Powell, Grenville and the Lost Colony of Roanoke. Troubadour, 2011. Pg 14
172 Powell pg 17
173 “The Diary of Philip Wyot.” Op. Cit. Page 94
174 F. J. Snell. North Devon. Adam and Charles Black. 1906. Pg 110
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Snell also notes that the involvement of the John, a privateer manned by a crew of sixty-five, is
mentioned in a state paper dated August 1588175.

1588, Bideford becomes a free port
Fielder recounts the much-rehearsed local belief that out of gratitude for their support against the
Armarda, both Bideford and Appledore were declared free ports in perpetuity176. Free port status
was a way of facilitating trade by allowing goods to be landed, stored, handled, and possibly
manufactured, then re-exported without incurring duty, provided, of course, that they stayed within
the port until they left again by sea.
Free port status, does not appear to affect the ability of the foreshore owners to charge fees for
mooring. Indeed, at a time when that side provided more convenient moorings, 1d. per ton was the
usual keelage charged by Mr. Heard (owner of Queen's Wharf), when ½ d. was the usual at the
corporation's moorings. A test case, involving the failure to pay the full 1d., upheld the quay owner's
right to charge the higher rate177.

1588, Grenville sends his relief mission to Roanoke
Powell cites two proofs that Grenville was in Bideford at the time White's expedition to Roanoke
set sail: fragment of a note written from Bideford, just 5 days before the ships left, and the later
deposition of a Spanish prisoner who stated, in the context of Roanoke, that in 1588 the commander
prepared two small vessels178. These two small vessels are thought to be the two of his intended
fleet that were too small for active service against the Spanish Armada.

1590, Roanoke found deserted
On the 20 March 1590 John White set sail from Plymouth, returning from collecting supplies in
England. He arrived in August to find the colony unaccountably deserted179. What happened to the
colonists remains a mystery. Some evidence suggests that a portion of the colonists might have
integrated, willingly or otherwise, with Native American tribes.
Upon his return, Grenville brought back with him the Native American Rawley (aka Raleigh). The
registers of St Mary's record that “Raleigh a Wynganditoian” was christened on 26 March 1588/89,
then, potentially as little as a month later, the burial of “Rawly a man of Wynganditoia following of
the day 2nd April 1589” Powell suggests that “the cause of his death was probably the same
epidemic of Influenza that was to strike tragedy at the heart of the Grenville family when Sir
Richard’s 16 year old daughter Rebecca also died from it only a few weeks later.”180.

175 F. J. Snell. North Devon. Adam and Charles Black. 1906. Pg 110
176 Duncan Fielder. A History of Bideford. Phillemore, 1985. Pg 22
177 “Keelage Dues” Bideford Gazette 4 September 1894 p5 c2
178 Andrew Thomas Powell, Grenville and the Lost Colony of Roanoke. Troubadour, 2011. Pg 18
179 John White, “John White's Attempt to Rescue the Roanoke Colonists” excerpts transcribed. National Humanities
Centre. Online:nationalhumanitiescenter.org/pds/amerbegin/exploration/text6/white.pdf Accessed: 8 Oct 2016
180 Andy Powell. “Raleigh, a Wyngantoditoian” Native Heritage Project. 2 Jul 2012. Online:
https://nativeheritageproject.com/2012/07/02/raleigh-a-wynganditoian Accessed 11 Sep 2016
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1590, the Prudence brings her prize into Barnstaple
Perhaps inspired by the prizes brought back by Grenville, Barnstaple merchant Richard Dodderidge
also equipped himself for privateering. In 1590 the Prudence, part owned by Dodderidge, brought
in the richly laden 70 ton Spiritu Sancto of Lisbon, as a prize. She carried £16,000 in Gold alone,
besides other valuable cargo, such as 72 hundredweight of ivory and 183 hundredweight of
cochineal. Other valuable prizes would follow181.

1591, Grenville killed in 'the greatest sea fight'
Sir Richard Grenville met his end in 1591, whilst fighting overwhelming odds at the Battle of
Flores. At the time, his refusal to surrender his ship was hailed by many as a model of naval
courage. Ridson, writing about 1632, called it “the greatest sea fight that ever was made by
Englishmen.”182
On 12th October 1591 the grim news reached Barnstaple, that “her Majestys ship at sea Sr Richard
Greynfild Captaine was taken by the Spaniards after encountring the whole Spanish Fleet for 2
daies”183.
By an indenture dated, 6 Feb 1591/2, Bernard Grenville, Sir Richard’s heir, acquired those
Grenville lands that had not already transferred to him by a deed of 1586184.

1593, the Torridge freezes over in September
The Barnstaple-based diarist Philip Wyot reported that “later end of September the river at
Bradiford was frozen over”185, Bradiford being, one of the earlier names for Bideford.

1595, Newfoundland fishery stopped
In 1595 Philip Wyot reported “Newfoundland Fishery stopped by order of the High Admiral”186

17th Century
John Watkins suggests that the practice of liming the land was introduced to Devon early in the 17th
C.187 Limekilns mentioned prior to this may have been for the production of lime for building
purposes. Once liming the land had been found to be effective, many larger local landowners
established their own kilns

181 Alison Grant, “Breaking the Mould: North Devon Maritime Enterprise 1560-1640,” Pages 119-140 in Tudor and
Stuart Devon: The Common Estate and Government 127
182 Tristram Ridson. “Bideford.” Pages 280-3 in A chorographical description or survey of the county of Devon. With
additions.
183 “The Diary of Philip Wyot.” Op. Cit. 98
184 R. G. C. “Member Biographies:GRENVILLE, Bernard (1567-1636), of Stowe, Cornw.” The History of Parliament.
Online:http://www.historyofparliamentonline.org/volume/1558-1603/member/grenville-bernard-1567-1636
Accessed: 14 July 2017.
185 “The Diary of Philip Wyot.” Op. Cit. 99
186 “The Diary of Philip Wyot.” Op. Cit. 101
187 Watkins, History of Bideford, 4
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1604, plague rife in Torrington
In Nov 1604 the plague killed many people in Torrington. A few casualties were also recorded in
Barnstaple188. Such news must have unsettled East-the-Water, as the main road from Bideford to
Torrington ran through the community.

1606, a “tsunami” sweeps over the bar?
Significant flooding and damage is reported in January of this year from many places alongside the
Bristol Channel and the Seven Estuary. Experts are divided whether this was a storm surge or a
tsunami. In 2010 Chris Frisby sought to answer that question, by the examination of Taw/Torridge
land-forms and sediments. Unfortunately his findings remained equivocal189.
Whatever the caused the abnormal rise in the water, rise it did, on 30th January 1607 (20 Jan 1606,
according to the old calendar, then still used in some parts)190.
In his pamphlet God's Warning to his People Wherein is Related Most Wonderfull and Miraculous
Works, by the Late Overflowing of the Waters, in the Countreys of Somerset and Gloucester, the
Counties of Munmoth, Glamorgan, Carmarthen and Cardigan with Divers Other Places in South
Wales, printed in 1607, William Jones of Usk, Monmouthshire, speaks of the impact along the
Severn shore, where “mighty hills of water tumbled over one another” and “so violent and swift
were the outrageous waves that in less than five hours' space most parts of those countries
(especially the places that lay low) were all overflown.” Thousands lost their lives. Nor was this the
first time such a thing had happened. The Anglo-Saxon Chronicles report a similar widespread
event on 28 September 1014.
The impact of the 1606 event was less around the Bristol Channel, but still significant. The
experience of Barnstaple is particularly well documented, and the flood is likely to have had a
similar impact in Bideford. Extracts from Philip Wyot's diary report that the Taw rose five or six
feet higher than anyone could ever remember, completely submerging the tombstone on the quay.
The damage was assessed at £1000 pounds as quays were disrupted, walls swept away, whilst lives
were lost as houses collapsed191. Gribble, a Barnstaple historian, writing in 1830, notes 'We look in
vain for the “wharff or key, conteynynge in length fyve hundred yardes and more,” alledged in 1555
to have been built' . . .' the present quays, as will be seen, occupy but a small portion of this space.'
192
. The ravages of 1606 may well account for the discrepancy noted by Gribble.
Mike Hall cites a contemporary pamphlet suggesting that, at Instow, “a ship of some three score
tons, being ready to hoist sail and being well-laden, was driven by this tempest beyond all watermark and is never likely to be brought back again.” He also states that the Instow jetty was
destroyed, and had to be rebuilt193. The impact on seafront cottages can only be imagined, and it is
unlikely that Bideford would have been spared the surging waters.

188 “The Diary of Philip Wyot.” Op. Cit. 113
189 Chris Frisby “Is there significant evidence that the January 1607 flooding event in the Bristol Channel was caused
by a Tsunami?” Dissertation submitted in part for BSc Single Honours Degree in Physical Geography, University of
Aberystwyth, 16 Feb 2010
190 Mike Hall. The Severn Tsunami? The Story of Britain's Greatest Natural Disaster. The History Press, 2013, chapter
2 (no page nos.)
191 “The Diary of Philip Wyot.” Op. Cit. Page 115
192 John Besly Gribble, Memorials of Barnstaple, Barnstaple: Avery, 1830, pg 555
193 Mike Hall. The Severn Tsunami? The Story of Britain's Greatest Natural Disaster. The History Press, 2013, chapter
4 (no page no.)
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Thomas Westcote, writing in 1632, says “in the memory of man, at a place called Appledore, (lying
at the confluence of the Taw and Torridge, half a league within the bar where the ships commonly
stop and lie safe on shore when the tide is out,) stood but two poor houses ; and now for fair
buildings and multiplicity of inhabitants, and houses, it doth equal divers market towns, and is
furnished with many good and skilful mariners.”
Westcote's observations c. 1632 are difficult to reconcile with Leland's evidence from 1542, that
Appledore was a “good village.” But, when Thomas Westcote published, “the memory of man”
would have been of Appledore following the 1606 event. Was Appledore, a “good village,” thus
overnight reduced to “two poor houses” in 1606? Did the event so frighten the inhabitants that they
subsequently deserted the place for years? Or was it, perhaps, hit by the same plague that ravished
Torrington in 1604? More research is certainly called for in this case.

1606, founding of the Virginia Company (whose trade would
flow across the wharves)
The year 1606 saw the founding of the Virginia Company to promote the exploitation of that
territory.194.

1607, Jamestown established
On May 14, 1607 Jamestown was established, and proved to be the first English colony in the New
World to persist195.

1609, a new quay begun in Bideford
Rogers, in his notes on Bideford196, suggests that a section of quay was “contrived, begun, and
perfected” in 1609, whilst John Swans was mayor.
That Bideford felt the need to construct a new quay, so soon after the tsunami-like events of 1606,
argues for the original one having been damaged in that event, the town itself having to recover
somewhat before the work could be undertaken. This building could equally have been in
anticipation of an expansion of the Virginia trade.

1610, Speede's map and the Westleigh 'bridge'
Speede's map of 1610 shows "Bediford," straddling the river, with "Westley" a little downstream to
the east and "Were" upstream on the same side. Speede marks locations for various of out-of-town
river crossing points, most of which, such as the Tamar crossing marked just south of Barnstaple
and a bridge over the Yeo, seem to have modern counterparts. The details recorded are not
necessarily reliable, but he uses a bridge symbol to mark a crossing point on the Torridge that is
some way downstream of Bideford. It looks to run from somewhere a little downstream of
Westleigh to a point on the Northam shore, possible near Windmill Lane or Bidna House.
Contemporary evidence suggests that by the mid 17th C. there was certainly not a bridge in this
position, but could Speede's symbol reflect a much earlier location for a ford, a bydna-ford that later
succumbed to the fickle changes in estuary conditions, or the gradual sinking of North Devon,
forcing travellers to cross further up-stream?
194 David A. Price, “Jamestown Colony,” Encyclopædia Britannica. Online: Accessed:14 July 2017
195 David A. Price, “Jamestown Colony,” Encyclopædia Britannica. Online: Accessed:14 July 2017
196 Rogers, Notes on Bideford, Vol. 2 Pg. 96
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Ogilby's Travellers Guide of 1699 shows no evidence of a bridge at Westleigh. There is nothing
shown in the rough vicinity of Speede's crossing except a route from Northam marked "To ye
Ground."197

1614, the Virginia tobacco trade takes off
The marriage of Pocahontas with John Rolfe ushered in a period of stability in relations between the
Virginia colonists and the native Americans. Rolfe used this time to re-stock his plantations with
West Indian tobacco, which was more acceptable to the British palette than Virginia’s native stock.
Other colonists followed his lucrative lead198. Following the establishment of the Virginia colonies
Tobacco from America began to pass through the port and with it came examples of Native
American clay pipes, the local pipe-clay proving ideal for replicating these. A return trade in
housewares began to flourish.
Following the slaughter of around a quarter of the Virginia colonists by Native Americans in 1622,
and a commission in 1623, the Virginia Company was found wanting and, on May 24, 1624, the
colony came under the government of the crown199.
Yet the growth of the Virginia colony was hampered by a lack of manpower. In 1619 the first slaves,
captured from a Portugese slave ship, were put to work in the colony, but possibly as indentured
servants, rather than hereditary slaves200.

1618, the headright system encourages migrant labour
In 1618 the Virginia Company instituted the headright system to provide the promise of land as an
incentive to planters to bear the cost of transporting labourers201.
Manpower would continue to be an issue in the Virginia, so its Governor asked King James I to
send over all those in prison and sentenced to die, that they might be put to work instead. The Privy
Council, though slow to act, eventually established forced labour in the colonies as punishment for
idleness or misdemeanours. Whilst not quite what had been asked for, this still established the
principle of penal transportation, a system that would contribute significantly to the growth of
Virginia, and in turn to the wealth of their trading partners in Bideford.

1619, Repairs to the quay adjacent to the bridge
In 1619 a chancery case was brought against the receiver of the bridge rents, alleging that he had
not contributed toward the development and upkeep of a quay, but “did detaine (the sum) in his
hands, and refuse to deliver and pay any part thereof towards the repayring, enlarging, and building
of the Key at Bydeford, adjoyning to the said Long Bridge, and for the strengthening of the same,
being a work very chargeable, and for the genrall good of the Town and Parish of Bydeford
aforesaid, and of the whole county.”202

197 Reproduced as Fig. 10 in Fielder, History of Bideford, 1985, 37
198 David A. Price, “Jamestown Colony,” Encyclopædia Britannica. Online: Accessed:14 July 2017
199 David A. Price, “Jamestown Colony,” Encyclopædia Britannica. Online: Accessed:14 July 2017
200 David A. Price, “Jamestown Colony,” Encyclopædia Britannica. Online: Accessed:14 July 2017
201 Brendan Wolfe and Martha McCartney, “Indentured Servants in Colonial Virginia,” Encyclopedia Virginia. Virginia
Foundation of Humanoties.
Online:https://www.encyclopediavirginia.org/Indentured_Servants_in_Colonial_Virginia#start_entry Accessed:14
July 2017
202 Goaman, Old Bideford and District, 1968,47
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Rogers observed that, for some years, the Minute Book of the Quarter Sessions differentiated
between an old quay and a new quay203. He conjectured that the section wanting for repair was the
quay begun in 1609, and that this 'old quay' must have lain northward from the western end of the
bridge, as the established quay terminated at Conduit Street. This, however, seems unlikely, as, on
the plan of 1717, the only quay that might be described as adjoining the bridge was Mr Doubt’s Key,
for the western quay had yet to be extended that far south. Doubt’s quay was immediately north of
the eastern end of the bridge, on land that in 1745 was owned by the Bridge Trust.
The layout being like this (with north to the right)

In a plan of Bridge trust lands from 1745 the land on which Doubt's quay lay is shown as Bridge
Trust property. Thus, by 1745, the Bridge Trust had responsibility for the only quay adjacent to the
bridge. It remains to be proven that it was already their land by 1619, but that might explain why it
is the bridge trust, rather than the town, that is held responsible for the upkeep of the quay in
question.

1620, West Country fishermen in Newfoundland
John Guy, a Bristol man, had tried to establish a colony in Newfoundland in 1610, his aim being to
secure Cabot's claim to the territory. As a result, by 1620, West-country fishermen controlled the
island’s eastern coast.

1631, Sir Richard Genville (1600-1658) sells his estates
In 1631, Sir Richard Grenville (1600-1658), second son of Sir Bernard Grenville, saw his finances
broken by a combination of Star Chamber fines and a costly divorce settlement204.
Of that period, he stated “I was necessitated, to sell my own estate, and to empawn my goods,
which by it were quite lost’205.

203 Rogers, Notes on Bideford, Vol 2 Pg 9
204 Charles Harding Firth, Grenville, Richard (1600-1658), Dictionary of National Biography, 1885-1900, Volume 23
205 Works of George Grenville, Lord Lansdowne, 1732 , i. 547
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1633, Sir Bevill Grenville gains Barton Grange
In 1633 Sir Bevill Grenville expanded the Grenville’s holdings by acquiring the ‘Barton Grange or
farme of Bydeford’ and its lands, from one Anthonie Hill. The Barton Grange is likely to be the
property also known on maps as Grange Farm and situated in East-the-Water, near modern Barton
Tors. The grange itself was just behind the present site of the Royal Hotel. This transaction included
fishing rights on the Torridge and in the ‘Bridge Poole at Bydeford,’ together with provisions for the
parties and their heirs to share the profits from recently discovered coal that Hill had begun to work
from that land. The presence of coal on the property suggests that it included the grange lands, as
later defined, and, therefore, comprised an area that included much of modern East-the-Water206.

1638, thorough repair of the bridge
Source was Pg 387 in the Penny Cyclopedia of 1835, but that is probably citing Watkins who would
be a better source if that is the case.207

1642-3 - Civil war, canons over the quay, the Grenvilles in
disarray
With the outbreak of civil war in 1642, staunchly protestant Bideford sided with the
Parliamentarians208. Thus the royalist Sir Bevill Granville (1595-1643), who still had a house in
Bideford, found himself at odds with the parliamentarian town's-folk of Bideford209. His brother, Sir
Richard Grenville (1600-1658), having been committed to the Fleet for non-payment of fines
(which he considered unjust), escaped to try to restore his fortunes. The outbreak of an Irish
rebellion in 1642 gave him the chance he was looking for, an opportunity to prove himself on the
battle-field.
Meanwhile, the Bideford-based Sir Bevill Grenville (1595-1643)210 led royalist forces against his
former neighbours in various skirmishes. He also formulated an unsuccessful plot against them,
following the failure of which he withdrew to Stowe. Understandably, the town of Bideford’s
relationship with the Granville family must have been strained.
The Parliamentarians, under Sargeant-Major-General James Chudleigh, secured Bideford by
building two forts, West-of-the-Water and East-of-the-Water (a further fort on Staddon Hill, in
Appledore, was built to protect Northam)211. The East-of-the-Water fort, which oversaw both the
quays and many of Grenville's properties in Bideford, was the more significant one, being equipped
with eight cannons. It served as Chudleigh's command centre and now bears his name, as Chudleigh
Fort212.

206 Grant of Annuity for Surrender of land at Bideford (1633), Grafton Collection, Northamptonshire Record Office
ref: G 3002
207 “Bideford.” Pages 387-388 in Volume 4 of The Penny Cyclopædia of The Society for the Diffusion of Useful
Knowledge. London: Charles Knight, 1835. Page 387.
208 Goaman, Old Bideford and District, 1968, 55
209 Goaman, Old Bideford and District, 1968, 5
210 Variously spelt Bevil, Bevill, or Beville. The latter appears on his monument, but the former seems the more widely
accepted.
211 Goaman, Old Bideford and District, 1968, 55
212 Goaman, Old Bideford and District, 1968, 55
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The 5 Jul 1643 saw a change in the Grenville's fortunes, as the war claimed the life of Sir Bevill at
the Battle of Lansdown213. A huge monument now marks the field, near Bath, where he fell. The
sudden death of Sir Bevill created a crisis within the Grenville family. His brother Richard was in
Ireland, but his son John (1628–1701) was on the spot, as he served in his father's regiment214. It is
said that Cornish soldiers, responding to events, promptly mounted John upon his father's horse and
declared their allegiance to him as the new head of the Grenville family215. On 3 August 1643 John
was knighted at Bristol216.
The fate of Chudleigh was about to be decided by the battle of Great Torrington "Lord Clarendon
in alluding to it says, 'that the swords of the Royalists were blunt with slaughter, and that they were
overburdened with prisoners.’"217
Scarcely a month after the Battle of Lansdown, on 3 Sep 1643, Bideford surrendered to Royalists
and Chudleigh received a garrison of their forces218.
The same month, Sir John Grenville's uncle, Sir Richard, returned from Ireland, immediately to be
arrested by a parliamentary commander. Later cleared of unfaithfulness, by the House of Commons,
he was paid his arrears for service in Ireland and placed in charge of a parliamentary regiment, only
then to defect to the Royalist cause. Hence-forth known by parliamentarians as “Skellum
Grenville,” he went on to become a prominent royalist leader and rallied the Cornish behind the
crown.
Sir Richard (1600-1658), despite his efforts on the Royalist behalf, fell from favour within their
ranks, and, in Jan 1646, fled to the continent. There, he endeavoured to serve Charles II, the king in
exile, but once again he fell from grace, never to return to England219.

1642, John Strange's portrait shows the river bank
Having escaped three earlier brushes with death, Bideford merchant John Strange (or Strang) had a
reputation as a survivor. John rose to the position of town Mayor and, when his portrait was painted
in c. 1642, it portrayed all three incidents in its background. In the process it captured a 17th C.
view of the Long Bridge and the town beyond, though it is far from certain which bank is shown.
At the time of the plague John Strange is said to have dwelt at Ford House220, but the gifts to the
poor stipulated in John’s will, suggest he had a particular affinity with the parishes of Northam and
Littleham, and also with that part of Bideford to the east of the bridge, i.e. East-the-Water. In about
1717 and also 1745 John's descendants occupied a quay on Barnstaple Street221, so the family, at
least in that period, were firmly connected with the East-the-Water shore.

213 Thomas Moule. The English Counties Delineated: Cornwall, 1836; Cornovia, 2007, 104
214 "Sir John Grenville, 1st Earl of Bath, 1628-1701" BCW Project. Online:http://bcw-project.org/biography/sir-johngrenville Accessed: 6 Jun 2017. n.p.
215 Goaman, Old Bideford and District, 1968, 53
216 "Sir John Grenville, 1st Earl of Bath, 1628-1701" BCW Project. Online:http://bcw-project.org/biography/sir-johngrenville Accessed: 6 Jun 2017. n.p.
217 "Bideford" in The Penny Cyclopaedia of the Society for the Diffusion of Useful Knowledge, London:C. Knight,
1840 Vol 4, 387
218 Kelly's Directory of Devonshire & Cornwall. London: Kelly, 1893. Pg. 58
219 “Grenville, Richard (1600-1658)” Charles Harding Firth, Dictionary of National Biography, 1885-1900, Volume 23
220 Goaman, Old Bideford and District, 1968, 58
221 Bowering, Maps of the Several lands belonging to the Long Bridge of Bideford, 1745. North Devon Records Office
Ref. 4274-1/1. Folio 7.

Last updated 9 Sep 2018

Page 50 of 177

© R I Kirby

Historical Notes relating to Bideford's East-the-Water Shore

1646, Bideford becomes a town in quarantine
Large quantities of wool from Spain were imported through the port during the reign of Charles I
(1625-49)222, but 1646 marked the beginning of the largest Spanish plague of the 17th C.223, the
Great Plague of Seville (which was at its peak from 1646 to 1652). The bubonic plague broke out in
the city of Seville, and, with quarantine non-existent or ineffective, this pestilence then spread
northward, carried by coastal shipping224. In the same year, bubonic plague also hit Bideford, having
arrived, it is said, with a consignment of wool from Spain. At least 299 townsfolk died, but the town
was perhaps better able to contain the outbreak than Seville, not least because of the actions of John
Strange. When the elected mayor fled, John, at the cost of his own life, stayed to organise the
quarantining of the town and ensure an administration for its beleaguered folk1225.

1650, the Granville family mortgage Bydeford
A transaction from 1650 suggests that the Granvilles mortgaged properties to help finance the
Royalist cause, or possibly to prevent their destruction in the event of a parliamentary victory. The
subject of the transaction is summarised as the ‘Burrough Manor Barton, and demesnes of
Bydeford’226.

1651, the end of the English civil war
1651, the first Navigation Act passed into law
This act, and subsequent ones to renew and improve the acts powers, prohibited British colonies
from trading directly with anywhere other than Britain, and using any ships other than those
controlled by British mariners. The colonists, now forced to deal with other markets via British
ports, provided a boost to trade, whilst the English merchant fleet gained a significant competitive
advantage over the fleets of its colonial counterparts227. It seems likely that, for continental
merchants dealing in British colonial goods, the use of free ports now became a particularly
attractive option.

1660, John Grenville and the restoration of the monarchy
In 1660, Sir John Grenville played a significant role in the restoration of the Monarchy (his mother's
half-sister being the mother of the prominent parliamentarian General George Monk). He then took
the family’s power to a second zenith under Charles II, earning the title Earl of Bath, before another
fall from grace left the family embroiled in legal wrangles and debt.

222 Whites Directory of Devon, 1850
223 “Great Plague of Seville” Online:https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Great_Plague_of_Seville Accessed: 30 Apr 2017.
224 “Great Plague of Seville” World Heritage Encyclopedia. Online:http://ipodlibrary.net/articles/eng/Great_Plague_of_Seville Accessed:30 Apr 2017. At one point this article gives the start date
as 1647, but later in the text as 1646.
225 Goaman, Old Bideford and District, 1968, 58
226 David Carter, “Assignment Burrough, Barton, Manor at Bideford (1652)” Transcription of Northamptonshire
Record Office. Grafton Collection. Ref: G 2892. Online:
http://genuki.cs.ncl.ac.uk/DEV/Bideford/GrenvilleDocuments/Assignment1652.html Accessed:30 Apr 2017
227 “Navigation Acts” Online https://www.landofthebrave.info/navigation-acts.htm Accessed 15 May 2017
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1661, Grenville becomes Granville
Following the granting of the titles Baron Granville and Earl of Bath the family changed their name
from Grenville to Granville228.

c. 1662, closure of Ross impeding Irish wool imports
On 26 Feb, 12 William III, the Merchants and Traders of Bideford and adjacent places petitioned
Parliament, bemoaning that “the shutting up the Port of Rosse in Ireland, from exporting Wool for
England, has been of ill Consequence to the Wool-Trade” and seeking that it be opened again to the
wool trade229.

1663, building of a new quay
The Magna Britannica (published in 1822) reported that “the Quay, which was constructed in 1663,
belongs to the corporation,” thus providing a date that has found its way into other later publications
(e.g.White’s Directory for 1850). More properly, it seems that 1663 was the year in which the
building of a new quay was ordered, the finance to come from gifts, but supplemented by a fine on
the bridge and town lands230. This new quay appears to be an extension to the Established Quay. At
what point the building got under way, and when the new quay was first used remains uncertain.
Borough documents of 1671 mention two quays The Kaye (easily assumed to be the Established
Quay) and Strand Kaye (which micht easily be assumed to be a quay on that part of Potters Pill
where boats were stranded at low tide, an area still known as The Strand). Yet alternative
possibilities cannot be ruled out, The Kaye may referred to The Key on the west whilst Strand Kaye
could refer to the Established Key (there is evidence from 1717 that one benefit of the later
southward extension of the Established Quay was the access to deeper water that it provided, so
boats moored at the older part of the Established Quay may well have been stranded at low tide). It
is also quite possible that the Borough were only concerned with the quay's that lay under their
control, and which were, at that time, on the western side of the river.

1672, potters active on Barnstaple Street and Torrington Lane
As the colonies expanded, Bideford’s potteries found a ready market for their pots. In the 17th C.
this pottery was produced rapidly and in large volumes, so as to keep the cost down231. In
particularly great demand were vessels used to ship butter, it having been salted to preserve it.
Most of the early potteries were west of the water, on the southern side of Potter's Pill, but in 1672
two of Bideford’s seven master potters were based in East-the-Water232. By 1681, the Bideford
potteries peak year, there were 337,000 parcels of pottery shipped from the town, with perhaps
another 60,000 or so used locally233.

228 J. Horace Round, Family Origins and Other Studies, ed. Page, William, 1930, p.164, The Granvilles and the Monks,
p.130
229 “Lunae, 26 die Februarii; 12 Guielmi Tetii.” Journals of the House of Commons, Volume 13. Pg 227 c2
230 Goaman, Old Bideford and District, 1968, 47
231 Grant, North Devon Pottery, 2005, 22
232 Grant, North Devon Pottery, 2005, 21
233 Grant, North Devon Pottery, 2005, 21
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One of East-the-Water’s potteries, flanked by buildings and running to the shore, stood on
Barnstaple Street, near the later site of the Ship-on-Launch Inn, and was probably operated by the
potter Hugh Yeo (1611-)234. In 1671 Yeo employed his two sons and another hand. At a later date he
was presented at quarter sessions for having 'inmates,' lodgers from outside the town who could
become chargeable to the parish. These were possibly jobbing potters235. Yeo appears to have lived
in East-the-Water, as well as basing his business there, as Thomas Beale (probably the potter T
Beale III) paid taxes on a house in East-the-Water, occupied by Hugh Yeo, potter236.
In 1672 a 1½d rate was paid to Sarah Wadland on a property described as “Wilbraham's house,
Courtilage and potters' kill,” which lay at the opposite end of East-the-Water to Yeo’s
establishment237. It is not clear who operated this pottery at the time.
The North Devon Archaeological Society had a watching brief on a development at the Jamestan
Engineering works site on Kynochs Industrial Estate, at Nuttaberry, East-the-Water. They reported
“Much of the site appeared to have been re-contoured and none of the finds had stratified contexts.
Previously, fragments of eighteenth century sgraffito ware had been found on site and further
fragments were recovered in this evaluation. Also found were shards of post-medieval North Devon
gravel-tempered ware and non-tempered ware. Fragments of saggers and wasters were also found,
suggesting that some of the waste deposited on site had come from a kiln dump. The site lies some
750 metres S of known pottery kilns in Torrington Lane, East-the-Water.”238

1673, public rubbish collections initiated
Eight empty tobacco hogsheads found a different purpose, for in 1673 Bideford began to use them
for public rubbish collection, two of them being sited in ‘East the bridge.’

1674, Bideford has stolen Barnstaple's trade away
On visiting Barnstaple in 1674, James Yonge noted that “ lying on a fyne River of late somewhat
choaked. Its one of the pleasant's towns I ever saw being round on a plaine fayr, streight broad
streets and many good houses of old fashion. It was lately a place of very great Trade and hath now
many men In It, but Bideford hath stoln It all away since the river hath grown shallow, yt great
ships cannot well come up.”239.

1675, cod boats rival those from London and Topsham
Sir John Berry’s census of 1675 lists 19 Bideford boats fishing for Cod off Newfoundland. With
them were 34 boats from other West Country ports, but only one from London and one from
Topsham. In 1678 there were some 25 Bideford vessels.

234 Grant, North Devon Pottery, 2005, 44
235 Grant, North Devon Pottery, 2005, 44
236 Grant, North Devon Pottery, 2005, 41
237 Grant, North Devon Pottery, 2005, 44
238 Reports Covering Torridge District Council 2014. North Devon Archaeological
Society.http://ndas.org.uk/page25.html Accessed 13 Apr 2016
239 Cited by Michael Nix, A Maritime History of the Ports of Bideford and Barnstaple 1786-1941. Thesis, University of
Leicester. 1991. Pg 3
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1676, Davie shipping pottery to Antigua
In 1676, John Davie, then still building the fortune that would later build Colonial House, shipped
pottery to Antigua. He may have had shares or owned the Antego [sic] Merchant which operated to
which operated to the island240.

1678, port boundaries defined
By commission returned into the Court of Exchequer, in Easter Term, 29 Charles [II] (i.e. 1678) the
respective boundaries of the ports of Bideford and Barnstaple were defined, with Appledore
considered part of the port of Barnstaple241. The residents of Appledore complained about the
inconvenience of their village being part of the port of Barnstaple.

1682, coal and culm imported
Despite the local resources, the port books of 1682 report 4,085 tons coal and 4,002 of culm
(antheracite) into Bideford242.

1688, John Davie, tobacco merchant, and Colonial House
The tobacco trade was also flourishing, and, at times during the 17th C, Bideford’s tobacco imports
were nationally significant (with only really large ports such as London, Bristol, and Liverpool
exceeding Bideford's trade)243. In 1676 Bideford Merchant landed 135,000 lbs (61,200 Kg) of
tobacco for just three merchants, Abraham Heiman, Anthony Hopkins and John Davie. In the period
1722-31 nearly four million kilos of tobacco were landed, with a substantial part of this then being
re-exported, chiefly to Amsterdam’s warehouses. With all this trade came wealth and, by 1688, the
tobacco merchant John Davie had acquired sufficient to build himself a mansion. This was Colonial
House, in East-the-Water, parts of which may survive in the fabric of the Royal Hotel. As hogsheads
(i.e. barrels) of tobacco arrived, most were stored in the warehouses known as Colonial Buildings
(presumably near Colonial House, if not part of Colonial House itself).
John Davie had accompanied Grenville to Virginia and had acquired land there, upon such small
beginnings he had then built. After his death, in 1710, his monument at Buckland Brewer claimed
“By his example thus he benefited his fellow Bidefordians, to the extent that it almost seemed
commerce of that place seemed both to have flourished and to have fallen with him.”244. Others
involved in the tobacco trade were John Buck and John Strange. A plan of c1717245 suggests that the
Strange family also had a quay on the East-the-Water shore.
240 Grant, North Devon Pottery, 2005, 165
241 John Besly Gribble, Memorials of Barnstaple, Barnstaple: Avery, 1830, pg 606
242 Grant, North Devon Pottery, 2005, 10
243 John Watkins suggests that, at times, only London's trade exceeded that of Bideford, but Peter Christie has called
attention to an article by Prof. W. G. Hoskins in the Bideford Gazette of December 1935, which appears to refute
this position. In it Hoskins concludes that “Great though the tobacco trade of Taw and Torridge was [exceeding all
other Devon ports by 1720, and amounting to 8.5 million pounds in the years 1722-31], however, it was far less
than that of London, which imported twenty to thirty million pounds annually, while both Bristol and Liverpool
exceeded Bideford also.”
244 The latin on the monument is not barely legible. The text has been placed online by Buckland Brewer History
Group - “St. Mary and St. Benedict Graveyard Memorial Inscriptions” Online:
https://bucklandbrewerhistorygroup.wordpress.com/data/buried-in-buckland/st-mary-and-st-benedict-graveyardmemorial-inscriptions/ Accessed 30 April 2017. This translation is from “John Davie” Wikipedia. Online:
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_Davie Accessed:30 Apr 2017
245 See section discussing approval of the extension to the established quay, under 1717
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1692, work commenced on extending the town quay
In December of 1692 the Feoffees of the Long Bridge appointed several of their number "to
contract for the building of a Key for Ships to lay at the East end of the New Street"246. They
appointed the builder Nathaniel Gascoyne to undertake the work. This was to the next phase in
development of the town quay.

1693, a seal provides a snapshot of the bridge.
A seal, dated at 1693, shows the bridge, with a chapel at either end, and a cross in the centre.

1694, Bidefords merchants losses in St Johns, Newfoundland
Several merchants petitioned for £25,000 restitution for losses when St Johns was sacked by the
French247.

1697, the wool trade with Ireland booms
About this period Bideford seems to have seen a surge in Irish wool imports. Becoming the major
English port for that trade, in 1697 Bideford shipped in 108,718 stone, compared to the next highest
totals, 56,923 through Liverpool and 21,023 through Minehead (whilst Barnstaple handled 4,121).
The following year the figures were even higher, 126,267 stone at Bideford, 48,156 at Liverpool,
85,777 at Minehead, and 18,469 at Barnstaple. The trade seems to have declined again with Queen
Anne's war, with only 69,824 stone imported in 1702248.

c. 1698, Garden laid out opposite Torridge House
It is suggested that the parterre over the way from the house was laid out, about the time William of
Orange took the throne, by a gardner who came over from Holland249.

1699, East-the-Water goes missing from a map
Ogilby's Traveller's Guide of 1699 shows Bediford with nothing on it's East-the-Water shore250. This
is somewhat inexplicable, and probably just a case of artistic-license, as John Davie's Colonial
Buildings, at least, were already there, and barely seventeen years later a plan shows a shoreline
well populated with houses..

1699, the South West's largest Newfoundland fishing fleet
In 1699 Bideford, it is claimed, had so much of the Newfoundland fishing trade that only two
English ports surpassed it, those ports were London and Topsham251, Bideford having 28 sac ships,
supported by 146 smaller boats252.
246 Duncan, “Long Bridge,” 1902, 225
247 Nix, Maritime History of the Ports of Bideford and Barnstaple 1786-1841, 1991, pg 81
248 British Museum, Sloane MSS 2902.293; Manuscripts of the House of Lords, New Series. Vol. 5., p. 334., cited in
C. Armour's Thesis. The Trade of Chester and the State of the Dee Navigation 1600 – 1800. University of London.
1956. Pg. 274
249 “The Late Admiral Glynn’s House” North Devon Journal 15 April 1858 p5 c5
250 Reproduced as Fig. 10 in Fielder, History of Bideford, 1985, 37
251 “Bideford,” Whites Directory of Devon, 1850
252 Peter Christie. Secret Bideford. Stroud, Gloucestershire: Amberley, 2015. Pg 62
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Peter Christie records that 'bye' boats did the Newfoundland fishing, whilst 'sac' boats carried the
fish they caught253.
It is important to be clear that Bideford’s dominance of the Newfoundland trade was restricted to
certain commodities, fish being one of them. For example, in 1699, London exported “10 Bushels
and 2,116 lb.Cwt” of flour to Newfoundland, whilst Bideford exported none254.
Although Bideford had a larger fleet than in earlier years a change was becoming apparent.
Bideford’s part in the Newfoundland fishing trade had reached its zenith and was now set to
decline.

1699, the third port in the kingdom?
In the 1930’s a local guide to Bideford, in its description of Bideford, proudly headlined “Third Port
in the Kingdom,” going on to state “At the close of the seventeenth centenary Bideford ranked as
the third or fourth port in the kingdom,”255. But it could do with some considered validation, as no
comparative evidence was provided to substantiate the claim, and it could easily have arisen
through over-zealous abbreviation removing a caveat.
Whilst Bideford was certainly a prosperous port at the end of the 17th C., and evidence suggests that
Bideford could claim a podium place for specific types of commerce, London was in a much
grander league altogether, and both Liverpool and Bristol, almost certainly handled larger volumes
of trade. Daniel Defoe visited Liverpool in 1680, 1690, and the early 1700s, each time seeing
spectacular growth256. “Liverpoole” he suggested, “is one of the Wonders of Britain, because of its
prodigious Increase of Trade and Buildings, within the Compass of a very few Years ; rivaling
Bristol in Trade to Virginia, and the English Colonies in America They trade also round the whole
Island, send Ships to Norway, to Hamburg, and to the Baltic, as also to Holland and Flanders ; so
that they are almost become, like the Londoners, universal Merchants.”257 He also noted how the
bulk of westward maritime trade seemed to be evenly divided between Liverpool and Bristol, thus
inferring that Bideford’s trade was significantly less that that of either. Whilst Liverpool was clearly
growing, it still had barely more than 100 vessels visit the port in 1700258. Bideford’s Newfoundland
fleet’s sac boats alone would equal a quarter of that, without taking into account the diversity of
Bideford’s other trade.
London, Liverpool, and Bristol, were the big three, but there were also rising stars, such as
Falmouth, which was growing rapidly on the back of trade with India, the West Indies and America,
and by 1700 had, on the back of its maritime trade, built a population approaching 1,500 people and
some 350 houses259
253 Peter Christie. Secret Bideford. Stroud, Gloucestershire: Amberley, 2015. Pg 62
254 “The aforesaid ACCOUNT of all Corn and Grain , exported from the Port of London.” Journals of the House of
Commons, Volume 13. Pg 234. A. 1699.
255 M. F. Lee, Ed. Kingsley's Country; Official Guide to Bideford, Westward Ho! And District. Bideford:Bideford,
Northam and District Joint Advertising Committee, no date (c. 1936), page 23. Text states copyright of this
publication was retained by Bideford Gazzette Ltd, of Bideford.
256 Daniel Defoe. “Letter 10: Lancashire, Westmorland and Cumberland” A Vision of Britain Through time. Online:
http://www.visionofbritain.org.uk/travellers/Defoe/34 Accessed 4 Sep 2018
257 Daniel Defoe. A Tour Through the Whole Island of Great Britain: Divided Into Circuits Or Journeys. Volume 3 of 4.
London: S. Birt, T. Osborne, D. Browne, J. Hodges, J. Osborn, A. Millar, and J. Robinson., 1748 (4th Ed.). Pages 235-6.
258 Colum Giles & Bob Hawkins. Storehouses of Empire: Liverpool's historic warehouses. Swindon: Historic England,
2015 (eBook), page 5
259 Ian Mortimer. The Time Traveller's Guide to Restoration Britain: Life in the Age of Samuel Pepys, Isaac Newton
and The Great Fire of London. Random House, 2017. No page numbers.
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Topsham (on the Exe in South Devon) was also a major player in the 17th C., when the towns
wealthy merchants were building Dutch-gabled mansions in the town260. But in 1699 the improved
Exeter to Topsham navigation was completed, effectively diverting a considerable portion of
Topsham’s trade into Exeter261.
Not all of Bideford’s potential competitors were doing so well. Glasgow’s growth at this time was
hampered by the Navigation Acts262; Chester’s commerce had shrunk in the face of competition
from Liverpool, and their trade was mainly dependent on the export of lead263; by the 17th C.
Southampton had declined and was languishing as a port, with a mostly coastal trade264.
Whitehaven, Yarmouth, Sunderland, Newcastle, Hull, and Baumaris, would all go on to
significantly out-perform Bideford as ports, but their status at the close of the 17th C. has still to be
investigated. So, at present, it looks possible that Bideford might have achieved third port status, but
that it had some strong competition for that spot, and, if it ever did so, it could only have been for a
very brief period.

18th Century
1700, transportation profits and indentured servants
Bideford was not one of those ports renown for its involvement in the slave trade (though individual
merchants may have invested in the trade abroad, or through other English ports). Between them
Liverpool, London and Bristol accounted for 90% of the British slave trade, with Plymouth, Exeter,
Bridport, Chester, and Poulton, each contributing to the remaining 10% 265. Yet the outward cargo to
the plantations of Virginia and Maryland was often, at least in part, a human one. The legal basis for
the transport of convicts had been established in 1615 and Bideford merchants clearly saw the
potential to make handsome profits from it.
In 1700 John Smith of Bideford had petitioned the king for £5,000 owed to him for assisting his
majesty by using his vessels for transportation and engaging others to do likewise266. Such convict
ships could return with a cargo of tobacco and Bideford tobacco merchant John Buck, a plantation
owner himself, was involved in transporting convicts for almost twenty years.
Merchants such as Smith not only transported convicts, but also indentured servants, poor folk who
sought to buy into the hope of a new life across the Atlantic. By binding themselves to serve a
merchant for a set period, in return for their passage, they could afford the fare. An indenture was
drawn up to prove the merchants claim, which, together with the promised service, could then be
sold on to a plantation owner.
260 Topsham - a short history. Exeter Memories, 3 Jul 2013. Online: http://www.exetermemories.co.uk/em/topsham.php
Accessed 5 Sep 2018
261 George Oliver. The History of Exeter. Exeter: R. Cullum, 1821.Page 105
262 James McGrath. The Rising Burgh: 1560 to 1770s. The Glasgow Story. Online:
http://www.theglasgowstory.com/story/?id=TGSBD Accessed: 29 Jan 2018.
263 'Early modern Chester 1550-1762: Economy and society, 1662-1762', in A History of the County of Chester:
Volume 5 Part 1, the City of Chester: General History and Topography, ed. C P Lewis and A T Thacker (London,
2003), pp. 137-145. British History Online. Online: http://www.british-history.ac.uk/vch/ches/vol5/pt1/pp137-145
Accessed 29 January 2018.
264 Lambert, Tim. "A Brief History of Southampton". Online: http://www.localhistories.org/southampton.html
Accessed 18 November 2010.
265 Anthony Tibbles. Ports of the Transatlantic slave trade. Conference paper given at the TextPorts conference,
Liverpool Hope University College, April 2000. International Slavery Museum. Online:
http://www.liverpoolmuseums.org.uk/ism/resources/slave_trade_ports.aspx Accessed: 29 Jan 2018
266 Nix, Maritime History of the Ports of Bideford and Barnstaple 1786-1841, 1991, pg 89
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Indentures for servitude have sometimes survived, for example, in the case of Dorothy Manley of
Newton Bushnell, Devon. Manley was nineteen, and still apparently unmarried, when, on 16
September, 1700, she bound herself to serve John Smith of Biddeford, Devon, for four years in
Maryland or Virginia267.
Whilst Indentured servitude could be open to terrible abuse, in the hands of a reasonably humane
plantation owner (and there were some out there), it could prove the means to a new and prosperous
life.

1701, report of a fine harbour on the east
In 1701 John Prince (1643-1723) published his Worthies of Devon, in which he states, concerning
the Long Bridge - “On the east side of this bridge is a very fine harbor for ships of good burthen;
where they lie and unload in the very bosom of the town, at a stately key, well paved and of a great
length.” John Watkins thinks Prince had erroneous confused west for east, but, at the time of
publication the town quay had only recently been extended to the bridge and, moreover, the better
quay for larger ships would historically have been on the east, where the deeper water lay. Thus the
possibility exists that Prince composited his description from multiple sources, with one describing
the original eastern location of the quay used by larger vessels, and one the size and condition of the
newly constructed western quay.

1701, concern that the use of Rock-salt might be prohibited
Philip Doubt, John Adams, and Robert Wren, all inhabitants of Bideford, petitioned Parliament
urging that they be allowed to continue using Rock-salt, it being suitable for preserving flesh and
fish and much cheaper, and previous Acts having encouraged them to invest heavily “in erecting
Houses and providing Utensils, to refine Salt from Rock”268

1702–1713, Queen Anne's War and the Golden Bay
Queen Anne's War, as it is known here, was the second in a series of wars fought between Great
Britain and France in North America for control of the continent. For the French, the use of
privateers to disrupt British trade, especially with their American colonies, was of significant
strategic importance.
In 1755, with the benefit of hind-sight, the Gentleman's Magazine published an account of Bideford
in which it commented on the fortunes of Bideford's merchant fleet at this period: “If to this natural
fortification [on Lundy] a small fort had been added, the petty French privateers who lurked there in
Queen Anne's war, to our great loss, might have been driven away. They took so many of our
vessels, for which they lay in wait in this place, that they called it Golden Bay”269.

267 Robert W. Barnes.Colonial Families of Maryland; Bound and Determined to Succeed, Baltimore,
Maryland:Clearfield, 2007. pg 162
268 Journals of the House of Commons, Volume 13. Veneris, 6 die Junii; 13 Willielmi; Anno 1701. Pg 599 c1-2
269 The Gentleman's Magazine. 1755, pp. 445-448, cited in “Bideford.” The Gentleman's Magazine Library, 17311868. Part 3. London: Elliot Stock, 1893, p136
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An earlier statement in the same article, that “the merchants of Bideford lost almost all their vessels
in the late French war”270 would seem to apply to this period, as the article also mentions a relative
lack of losses in “the last war,” presumably the war of Austrian Succession, when better security
arrangements were in place. This would seem to be confirmed by John Watkins, when, citing the
Magna Britannica's similar comments, published in 1720, he inserts a clarification “the merchants
here were great losers by the late wars, [those in the reign of Queen Anne] yet they still keep up a
thriving trade”271 (comment in italics is mine).

1703, the Great Storm
In mid November the wind started rising and continued to do so until, “on the 26th, business was
totally suspended, and few persons had courage to leave their dwellings”272. The following year
Daniel Defoe published an account of the storm, in which he called it “the tempest that destroyed
woods and forests all over England.”273 Riding through Kent, Defoe gave up counting when he
reached his 17,000th felled tree, though he supposed that in counties, such as Devon, with large and
fine orchards the devastation would have been still greater.
During the storm Defoe, in London, watched fearfully as tiles were hurled thirty or forty feet, then
embedded eight inches into the ground. Coastal towns such as Portsmouth, he suggested, “looked as
if the enemy had sackt them and were most miserably torn to pieces.” In London, “about 500
buildings were lain in ruins, and few of those that resisted escaped from being unroofed, a fact that
receives additional confirmation from the circumstance that house tiles, which had recently been
selling at 21s per thousand, rose to 6l”274.
The protracted gales that preceded the storm had crammed English ports with ships, the storm then
broke these loose and threw them one against another. On the Thames “only four vessels remained
moored between London bridge and Limehouse, the rest being driven below, and mostly destroyed
by beating against each other”275. In the pool of London, Defoe saw some 700 vessels heaped into
piles and he estimated that the storm cost some 8,000 lives, through losses at sea and from flood276.
Later authors have sometimes suggested that 8,000 seamen might have perished in that single night,
but Defoe's original estimate included losses through flooding of adjacent coastland.
The same night the entire of the Navy's channel fleet were destroyed, leaving the maritime defence
of England crippled, presumably opening the way for foreign privateers to harry English
merchantmen.277.
The West Country seems to have fared no less severely, for a convoy of 130 merchant ships that
sheltered in the excellent harbour of Milford Haven lost thirty of their vessels outright and three
went missing. Defoe reported that afterwards “almost all the shipping in England was more or less
out of repair”278. So perhaps it was somewhat more than simply French privateers that led to the
rapid decline in Bideford's trading fleet during Queen Anne's war. From the devastation on the
Thames shores one may imagine what Bideford might have looked like on the morning of the 27th.
270 1The Gentleman's Magazine. 1755, pp. 445-448, cited in “Bideford.” The Gentleman's Magazine Library, 17311868. Part 3. London: Elliot Stock, 1893, p134
271 John Watkins. Essay Towards the History of Bideford, 1792, 1993 Ed. pg 66
272 “Anniversary of the Great Storm” Taunton Courier, and Western Advertiser 5 December 1838 p6 c3
273 Defoe, Storm, 1704, n.p.
274 Defoe, Storm, 1704, n.p.
275 “Anniversary of the Great Storm” Taunton Courier, and Western Advertiser 5 December 1838 p6 c3
276 Defoe, Storm, 1704, n.p.
277 Defoe, Storm, 1704, n.p.
278 Defoe, Storm, 1704, n.p.
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Defoe's correspondents reported that the storm drove a tidal surge up the Bristol Channel, rising
tides in the Severn by up to eight feet (2.4 m) higher than in living memory279.
Defoe gives no specific report for Bideford, but in Barnstaple harbour he says “a merchant ship
outward bound was over-set, and the Express advice boat very much shattered, and the key of the
town very much shattered.” He then goes on to reflect that “no place was free either by land or sea,
everything that was capable felt the fury of the storm”280.

1712-1718, eastern toll-house on the bridge
From 1712, 1717 and 1718 there are bridge records inferring that tolls were collected at this time. It
has been suggested that the collection might have been “leased out to the Bridge Wardens, or keeper
of the toll house and chapel standing at the east end”281.

1715ish, the Granville's begin leasing their properties out
Commencing around 1715 the Countess Granville began to lease out a portfolio of other property
in, or adjacent to, East-the-Water. The transactions give some indication of the Granvilles’ extensive
holdings to the east of the Torridge. One set of leases is of particular interest. In 1715, 1728 and
1755 the Countess leased out property at Roper’s Path Fields, comprising two closes in the East
Land, in 1727 she also leased out Roper's Path in Putshole Tenement. The 1715 transaction had
been to a Bideford rope-maker, suggesting that the fields derived their name from rope making
activity. Roper's Path Fields formed a wedge, with its narrow point just south of the gasworks,
bounded on the north by Folly Field (west of the present Pollyfield Centre), on the east, by Bunny
Place and Putshole (Chubb Churchill area), and on the south by the marshy ground in the valley
bottom.

1715, a meeting with the Town's chief merchants
In 1715 John Fontaine, a Huguenot, sailed from Bideford, bound for Virginia aboard the Virginia
Dove. Before leaving he was introduced to Mr Buck, Mr Strange and Mr Pauly, three gents whom
he described as the towns chief merchants282. The Virginia Dove had been built for Thomas Smith,
another Bideford merchant, in 1699, and operated a regular trade with Virginia283. The Buck and
Strange he mentions were probably George Strange (1692-1747) and George Buck (-1743) the
brothers-in-law, as they were both merchants with an interest in the Virginia trade, and able to offer
passage to that colony.

279 Defoe, Storm, 1704, n.p.
280 Defoe, Storm, 1704, n.p.
281 “Bideford Long Bridge” Bideford Weekly Gazette 5 August 1902 p7 c3
282 Grant, North Devon Pottery, 2005, 149
283 Grant, North Devon Pottery, 2005, 149

Last updated 9 Sep 2018

Page 60 of 177

© R I Kirby

Historical Notes relating to Bideford's East-the-Water Shore

1715, Torridge House and “the greatest rouge in Europe”
The parish register for 1715 records the marriage of, “Richard Handsley and Ann Prust,” The
former being Richard Annesley, 6th Earl of Anglesy, and the latter the heiress to the demesne of
Annery, along with other local property. Annesley, who is said to have resided in Torridge House
following the marriage, Squandered the ladies fortune until she failed to release more, after which
Richard imprisoned her in Torridge House, to pursue other relationships. When incidents such as
this, and Annesley’s infamous kidnap of his nephew, became known, his trial became a sensation,
with him being referred to, by one of his peers, as the greatest rouge in Europe. Annesley is
particularly associated with Bideford in the period 1715-1724284.

1716, Bideford outstripping Barnstaple as a port
In a letter to the North Devon Journal, Mr. Pearce Chope, at one time president of the Devonshire
Association, offers the relative salaries of the port officials as evidence for the volume of business
done in Bideford and Barnstaple respectively285. He cites the following from a randomly picked
copy of Chamberlayne's “Present State of Great Britain” for 1716:
Officers of the customs of the out-ports
Biddiford.

Salary.

Charles Jones, collector, for himself and clerk

100 00 00

Twenty-five other officers

580 00 00

Barnstaple
Robert Rowe, collector, for himself and clerk
60 00 00
Whilst it remains conceivable that the 25 “other officers” covered an area that included Barnstaple,
the higher salary of the collector at Bideford, together with the control of these officers through that
office, certainly suggests the pre-eminence of Bideford at this time.
Further evidence, for this change in the relative volumes of trade through Bideford and Barnstaple,
comes from the Treasury Warrant Books, which contain an entry, for July 19, 1709, requiring
Bideford to follow similar reporting procedures to those in place for Barnstaple, for “although
Bideford is (according to the present establishment and settlement of the ports) a creek belonging to
Barnstable[sic] which is a member of Exeter port but the receipt of Bideford and the business there
is now become far more considerable than that of Barnstable.”286
It is possible that Bideford suffered less in the storm of 1703, thus prompting merchants to switch
their attention to the town.

284 “The Late Admiral Glynn’s House” North Devon Journal 15 April 1858 p5 c5
285 “Mr Pearce Chope's Views” North Devon Journal 5 July 1928 p7 c5
286 'Warrant Books: July 1709, 16-20', in Calendar of Treasury Books, Volume 23, 1709, ed. William A Shaw (London,
1949), pp. 253-268. British History Online http://www.british-history.ac.uk/cal-treasury-books/vol23/pp253-268
Accessed 26 August 2018].
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1716-17, approval for the extended town quay
It is not sure how long the work, commenced in 1692, took, but on 27 Jul 1716 the Commissioners
for Customs reported to the Treasury concerning a petition from Robert Willis, Mayor, George Buck
and Thomas Smith, merchants of Bideford, on their own behalf and that of other traders. The
commissioners represented that “a new key was some time since built in that port but it not being
made a lawful quay the petitioners applied to the Exchequer Court for a commission to have it made
so but it could not be obtained without order from the Treasury Lords. The Customs Commissioners
report that two years since the merchants and other chief inhabitants of Bideford petitioned them
concerning this additional quay and on reference the officers of that port reported that there was no
objection to making that key lawful, the whole being in a direct line and to be seen at once from any
part and that the same was very commodious for trade, having on the south part more water than at
the old key.” From this it is clear that the new, southern, extension of the Established Quay had
already been completed, but also that it provided access to deeper water than an earlier quay had.

1717, town quay extension recognised as lawful
Amidst the Reports of the Commissioners of Customs to the Lords of the Treasury is a minute dated
5 Nov 1717 containing the official recognition that the Established Quay had been extended - “As
to a commission from the Court of Exchequer, making the New Key, built in the port of Biddeford,
lawful.” “Prepare a wart in the usuall forme.”
It is thought to be thanks to these endeavours that we have an early plan of the area downstream of
the bridge287. Dating from c 1717, this plan shows, as the most significant building, a structure in
the location now occupied by part of the Royal Hotel, and interpreted as John Davie’s Colonial
House, in front of which runs the Barnstaple road. Across the road from it are a range of nonstandard buildings and a waterfront area marked as "The Key." This is the only area in which such a
diversity of building styles is shown and it may reflect a predominance of manufacturing or storage
facilities in this area. A further two quays are marked, both ascribed to named individuals (one to
Mr Strange and one to Mr Doubt). Three shipyards are shown, of which two are in East-the-Water,
the largest being just north of "The Key." On the eastern shore, and immediately south of the bridge,
is an ecclesiastical-looking property with an arched doorway, which is presumably the St Anne’s
bridge chapel.

287 Fielder, History of Bideford, 1985, 8-9 (Fig. 4) [though Fielder suggests an earlier date]

Last updated 9 Sep 2018

Page 62 of 177

© R I Kirby

Historical Notes relating to Bideford's East-the-Water Shore

1718, transportation and indentured servitude
The 1718 Transportation Act made transportation for a set period (usually seven years, fourteen
years, or life) a formal sentencing alternative, allowing far more prisoners to be transported. Crimes
that once carried the death penalty could now be pardoned on condition that the convict accepted
transportation. Vagrants, who were problematic because they fell outside the system of parish
support, could also be transported. Two or three times a year the prisons of Britain were emptied to
provide the plantations with workers. Between 1716 and 1776, at least 400 ships, operating out of
London, Bristol, Liverpool, and Bideford, carried 50,000 convicts to the American colonies. These
people came to be known as “His Majesty’s Seven-Year Passengers.”288 In the period 1746 to 1775
London and Bristol increased their domination of this trade, with Barnstaple, Bideford, Liverpool,
Newcastle, and Plymouth, who together picked up 20% of the trade (431 felons) in 1746-55,
picking up only 2.9% (131 felons) in 1766-75289.
Even before the transportation of felons Bideford ships had provided passage for many indentured
servants290. Indentured servitude was a way for the poor to buy into the promise of the colonies. In
return for their passage, they contracted to give a set period of service once they arrived, the ship
owner could then sell their service to a plantation owner. After the set term was fulfilled, then they
would be free to build a new life for themselves in the colony. It therefore no surprise that the first
contract under the 1718 act went to a Bideford Merchant291.

288 Shirley Elro Hornbeck. This and That Genealogy Tips. Genealogical Publishing, 2000, 47-48
289 A. Roger Ekirch, Bound for America – the Transportation System of British Convicts to the Colonies 1718-1775.
Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1987. Pg. 73
290 G.wenda Morgan & Peter Rushton,. Eeighteenth Centuary-Criminal Transportation. The Formation of the Criminal
Atlantic. Palgrave Macmillan, 2003, 21

291 G.wenda Morgan & Peter Rushton,. Eeighteenth Centuary-Criminal Transportation. The
Formation of the Criminal Atlantic. Palgrave Macmillan, 2003, 21
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From 1719 the Buck family of Bideford began to invest in Kent County, Maryland (on the east of
Chesapeake Bay). In 1720 John Buck, George Buck, and George Strange, all of Bideford, and the
latter the occupant of a private wharf on Bridge Trust land in East-the-Water, appointed an attorney
there.292

1720, the Newfoundland fishing trade in decline
The Magna Britannia, published in 1720, describes Bideford as “one of the best trading towns in
England, sending every year great fleets to Newfoundland and the West-Indies293 and particularly
Virginia. It has almost drawn away the trade of Barnstaple to itself.”294 Yet even as these words went
to print it appears the writing was already on the wall.
John Watkins cites a sermon preached on Mar 17 1719-20 by John Coplestone, Minister of
Chumleigh, '“How much,” says the preacher, “has the Newfoundland trade fail'd of late years?
Han't you been almost able many times to say with Peter to our blessed Saviour, we have toil'd all
night and have taken nothing? How little fish have you catch'd from some voyages back”'295.
Watkins, writing in 1792, mentions the repeated failure of later schemes to revive the trade, and
cautions against speculative investment in anything of that kind296.

1720, Bideford's tobacco trade outstrips other western ports
John Watkins account of the volume of Bideford's tobacco trade is striking, claiming, as it does,
“For a little more than half a century, that is, from the year 1700, till about 1755, Bideford imported
more tobacco than any other port in England except London; and, as I have been very creditably
informed, in some years its imports of that article were superior to those of the port of London
itself”297.
Peter Christie has called attention to an article by Prof. W. G. Hoskins in the Bideford Gazette of
December 1935, in which Hoskins, citing Treasury papers, states that “by 1720 Bideford had outdistanced all other tobacco ports in Devon and Cornwall, with nearly 8.5 million pounds landed in
the years 1722-31, all but 1.5 million pounds of which was re-exported. This was still dwarfed by
London though, where twenty to thirty million pounds were imported annually, while both Bristol
and Liverpool also exceeded Bideford.”298 One factor, however, cast doubt on the veracity of
Hoskins analysis, for Watkins, having stated that duty was paid on 3629 hogsheads in 1742,
observed, “Many full cargoes were purchased by foreign merchants, chiefly those of Holland and
France, and therefore these are not taken into the above accounts, as no duty was paid on them, or
rather, a drawback was allowed upon them.”299 Hence, Watkins seems to be suggesting that tobacco
imported by foreign merchants effectively by-passed the exchequer accounts (possibly by taking
advantage of Bideford's free port status). Thus, the re-export shown within the exchequer accounts
may be only that carried out by British merchants. This factor, if taken into consideration, might go
some way to restoring Watkins' credibility as a witness to the volume of Bideford's tobacco imports.

292 G.wenda Morgan & Peter Rushton,. Eeighteenth Centuary-Criminal Transportation. The Formation of the Criminal
Atlantic. Palgrave Macmillan, 2003, 31
293 At this time the American seaboard of the USA was also called the “West-Indies,” as Watkins observed.
294 Magna Britannia, 1720, Vol 1, 489
295 Watkins, Essay, 1792, 1993 Ed. 67
296 Watkins, Essay, 1792, 1993 Ed. 68
297 Watkins, Essay, 1792, 1993 Ed. 65
298 Christie, Secret Bideford, 2015, 68
299 Watkins, Essay, 1792, 1993 Ed. 66
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1722, a new quay on Bridge Trust land
In 1722 a dispute arose between the Feoffes of the Long Bridge and the lord of the manor,
concerning rights to a section of the East-the-Water foreshore300 on which their tenant wanted to
construct a quay301.

1722, the Torridge undoes the plans of men
About this time a significant row was erupting, between Bideford and Barnstaple, concerning
responsibility for trade through Appledore. In the Commissioners For Customs report to the
Treasury is found Barnstaple’s petition, accompanying which, as evidence, is ‘a copy of certificate
of the Inhabitants in, and near, the port of Bideford.’ The report, minuted on 7 Feb 1722-23 provides
a graphic picture of the state of the river, together with evidence that the course of the Torridge
could prove fickle. Citing a “copy of certificate of the Inhabitants in, and near, the port of Bideford”
it summarizes their observations. At this point the report is worth quoting in some detail “the ‘Lyer’
before the Key in the West side of the sd River is choaked up with sand, mudd, & stones, that ships
of eighty tons & upwards, laden with goods, cannot come near the Key, unless on the heigth of a
spring tide; and even then are in great danger of damaging both ships & goods by the sands washing
away from under their bottoms, as has been often found by experience; and that no part of the
ground, near the same key is so safe for any ships, as the ground on the East side of the said River.
That for several years last past the river has alter'd its course, and now runs on the East side, as it
formerly did on the West side, which has scoured off the sand & mud, and made the ground on the
East side, free & safe for ships or galleys of burthen to lie upon with safety, without danger of
taking any damage.” They further “certifie that on low tides, the boats from Apledore [sic], with
passengers, are forced to land them on the East side, not having water to come near the key on the
West side.”302
In the petition of 1716, to have the extension to the Established Quay approved, it is suggested that,
as a result of the extension, the southern end of the new quay [i.e. the Established Quay] now had
more water than the “old key.” That statement, taken together with the above report (which implies
that c. 1717 the western key had more water than the eastern one) suggests that the key on the
eastern side was older than that on the western.

1724, Defoe’s account of fishing fleets and a narrow bridge
Published in 1724, Daniel Defoe's account of his visit to the SW peninsular reported "'The trade in
this town being very much fish, as it is also all the towns on this coast, I observed here, that several
ships were employed to go to Liverpool, and up the River Mersey to Warrington, to fetch rock salt,
which is found in that county, which rock salt they bring to Bideford.”303

300 A plan of the Bridge Trust lands from 1745 (Bowering, Maps of the Several lands belonging to the Long Bridge of
Bideford, 1745. North Devon Records Office Ref. 4274-1/1. Folio 7.) suggests that this must have been either on
the site of Strange's Quay, the site of Doubt's Quay, or immediately south of the bridge. As both Strange's Quay and
Doubt's Quay are already marked on a plan of c1717, the site south of the bridge seems likely.
301 [citation needed #########################]
302 'Volume 241: 1722. Classified Part I', in Calendar of Treasury Papers, Volume 6, 1720-1728, ed. Joseph Redington
(London, 1889), pp. 177-182. British History Online http://www.british-history.ac.uk/cal-treasurypapers/vol6/pp177-182 Accessed 30 May 2018.
303 Defoe, Curious and Diverting Journies, 1734, n.p.
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Defoe also noted "There is indeed, a very fine Stone Bridge over the River here, but the Passage
over it is so narrow, and they are so chary of it, that few Carriages go over it; but as the Water ebbs
quite out of the river every low water, the Carts and Waggons go over the sand with great Ease and
Safety"304.
Defoe draws an interesting contrast when he compares the trade of Bideford with that of Barnstaple:
“These two rival Towns are really very considerable; both of them have a large Share in the Trade to
Ireland, and in the Herring Fishery, and in Trade to the British Colonies in America; if Biddiford
cures more Fish, Barnstaple imports more Wine, and other Merchendize;” . . . “If Biddiford has a
greater Number of Merchants, Barnstaple has greater Commerce within Land, by its great Market
for Irish Wooll, and Yarn, &c.”305.
By the time of Defoe’s account, deep sea fishing was already in decline, American enterprise,
piracy, and international conflicts all having taken their toll. Bideford’s shipmasters ceased fishing
themselves and became middlemen, providing transport of prepared fish, much of which ended up
in the Mediterranean, from whence the ships could return with spices, wine, and dried fruit. The
changing pattern of business also saw shipbuilding become more prominent as a local industry, as
merchants sought to expand their fleets306.

1724, Bideford suffers losses in Virginian
In September 1724 news arrived, from Virginia, that on 12 August a violent storm, having raised the
water level ten feet higher than usual “destroyed the Fort at Hampton, drove two Ships belonging to
Bideford ashore, wash’d away most of the Tobacco Houses, and did other great Damages”307.

1732, a change of hands and rope-making in the East Land.
In about 1732 William Cleveland, Commissioner of his Majesty's Navy, sensing that he had found
the perfect place to retire and focus his thoughts on religion, bought the Tapley estate. William had
married into the Davie family of Orleigh, owners of the great house by The Key. William died in
1734 and Tapley passed to his son John (-1763), who, in about 1750, purchased the Manor of
Bideford from some descendants of William Granville, 3rd Earl of Bath, possibly consolidating
their waterfront holding308. A year later John Cleveland became sole Secretary to the Admiralty, a
position he held until his death. The era of Granville dominance in the affairs of East-the-Water had
finally come to an end.
In 1733, perhaps emboldened by Cleveland’s new position, the “Mayor, Aldermen, Capital
Burgesses and Merchants” of Bideford petitioned their representatives in Parliament, “desiring them
to oppose any Attempt that shall be made to extend the Laws relating to Excise.”309

304 Defoe, Curious and Diverting Journies, 1734, n.p.
305 Defoe, Curious and Diverting Journies, 1734, n.p.
306 Fielder, History of Bideford, 1985, 42
307 “From Mr. W ––––y’s Letter, London, Sept. 22.” Newcastle Courant 26 September 1724 p9 c1– p10 c1
308 Goaman, Old Bideford and District, 1968, 17
309 Stamford Mercury 15 February 1733 p2 c2
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1739, the capture of Porta Bello
One early naval success, which may have left its mark locally was the capture of Spanish-held Porta
Bello, in Panama (in Nov 1739)310. The name Portabello, usually contracted to Port, being found on
a local farmstead just east of the grange lands. One wonders if new found wealth, through prize
money had funded purchase of the farm.

1740-1748, War of the Austrian Succession
The War of the Austrian Succession (1740-1748) saw a pan-European conflict, in which the British
and Dutch faced off against the French and Spanish, and in which naval activity “was remarkable
for the prominence of privateering on both sides.” . . . “The total number of captures by French and
Spanish corsairs was in all probability larger than the list of British—partly for the reason given by
Voltaire, namely, that more British merchants were taken because there were many more British
merchant ships to take, but partly also because the British government had not yet begun to enforce
the use of convoy so strictly as it did in later times.”311
In May of 1740 letters were written from Plymouth proposing that the Navy procure culm from
Bideford312. On 25 May 1740, Charles Davie, junr., at Bideford, responded to John Cleveland, Clerk
of the Cheque, at Plymouth, advising that fear of Spanish privateers in the channel left few
interested in the culm trade313.
The Gentleman's Magazine, reported retrospectively, concerning this period, that “though no fort is
yet built [on Lundy], yet the Bristol privateers so effectually protected the trade in this place during
the last war that not a single vessel was taken.”314

1742, Watkins' snapshot of Tobacco imports
John Watkins gives us some figures that suggest, at least initially, the tobacco trade did not suffer
too adversely from the war, but continuing at about its pre-war level. Bear in mind that the
following figures should, thanks to Bideford’s free-port status, exclude tobacco passing through the
port, for re-exported to the continent315
Year

Number of
cargoes/ships

Hogsheads

Duty paid

1735

13

3337

£15,101 15s 7d

1736

15

3286

£18,348 7s 9d

1742

17

3629

£22,679 13s 9d

310 Paul Kléber Monod. Imperial Island: A History of Britain and Its Empire, 1660-1837. John Wiley & Sons, 2009. Pg.
157
311 “AUSTRIAN SUCCESSION, WAR OF THE” Encyclopaedia Britannica, 11th Edition, Volume 3, 2008, p45]
312 National Archives, ADM 106/947/79
313 National Archives, ADM 106/947/83
314 The Gentleman's Magazine. 1755, pp. 445-448, cited in George Laurence Gomme Editor. “Bideford.” The
Gentleman's Magazine Library, 1731-1868. London:Elliot Stock, 1893. Pg 137
315 Watkins, Essay, 1792, 65-66
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1744, Bideford’s loyal address
Commencing in 1688 a series of uprisings (the Jacobite Rebellions) sought to restore Catholic rule
in England. By 1744 the French had masterminded a surprise attack, with the aim of landing in
Essex, invading England, and placing Charles Edward Stuart (aka Bonnie Prince Charlie) on the
throne, only to have their plans thwarted by a terrible storm, before the troop transports even left
France. Following the failure of the French plans war was finally declared between France and
Britain.
The “Mayor, Aldermen, Capital Burgesses, and Merchants of Bideford” were quick to send a loyal
declaration to King George II, proclaiming their “astonishment and indignation, at the vain attempt
of the French, with a despicable fleet of ships, to make a descent upon your Majesty’s dominions, in
order to set a pretender here.”316 To protect the realm from this “Popish pretender,” they assured his
Majesty of their “readiness, to act with the utmost vigour, with the hazard of our lives and
fortunes.”
One may ask why an unsuccessful French attempt to invade the shore of Essex and a formal
acknowledgement of the de-facto state of war should prompt such a stout response from Bideford?
Bideford’s real concern was probably not so much the threat of a direct invasion from France, but
that French belligerence would embolden Irish rebellion, thereby prompting a French-sponsored
attack from that quarter, a compass point from which the Torridge shores had previously suffered
just such an invasion in the past (in the attempt to restore the throne to Harold’s heirs). This Loyal
declaration must have been as much a show of strength directed toward Ireland as on intended for
France.

1745, the Bridge Trust map their lands
Following concern that the Bridge Trust had failed to keep an adequate record of their property
portfolio, plans were drawn up of all the Trust's lands in Bideford317. These are a valuable source of
information for this period, as they identify the occupants of the land and the owners of adjacent
lands. In East-the-Water the Trust owned: a Quay on Barnstaple Street, with the property adjoining
it to the east of the road; a cluster of property, including a limekiln, around the eastern end of the
bridge; two burgage plots near Nutterberry (the more southerly of which was later the northern edge
of the Gasworks site); a field further inland.

316 “The Bideford Address” The Scots Magazine 01 March 1744 p140 c2
317 John Bowering, surveyor. Maps of the Several lands belonging to the Long Bridge of Bideford,; survey'd and drawn
by order of the Feoffees of the said lands. 1745. North Devon Records Office Ref. 4274-1/1. Folio 7.

Last updated 9 Sep 2018

Page 68 of 177

© R I Kirby

Historical Notes relating to Bideford's East-the-Water Shore

1749, the salt trade and East-the-Water
In view of the impact of the War of the Austrian Succession, the Universal Magazine for April 1749
is possibly regurgitating some, already somewhat dated, information when it states: “The town
frequently employs fifty sail of ships in the Newfoundland fishery, and others are sent to Liverpool
and Warrington to fetch rock salt, which is here dissolved by the sea-water into brine, and then
boiled up into a new salt, which is properly called salt upon salt ; with which they cure their
herrings, in which trade it out-does Barnstaple”318. Evidence that the account is probably secondhand may be seen in its suggestion that “Biddiford” lies on the river “Towbridge”319. The Magna
Britannica of 1822, citing Brice's dictionary of 1759, confirms, however, that rock salt, used for
making Salt-upon-salt, was imported from Liverpool320.
The salt was presumably being shipped round the coast of Wales, as the canal network had yet to be
constructed. (see entry for 1772 below).
The pans used for producing this salt upon salt were called salterns. The survival of that name
(some older documents have Saltren or Saltrn) in East-the-Water, near a source of culm, has led
some to suggest the practice might have been carried out on this side of the river321 If that were the
case, the salt would logically have been landed on the eastern wharves. As the surname Saltren is
extant in Bideford, however, sites bearing that name are not necessarily associated with salt
manufacture, though the family's roots may have lain in that trade.
Maggie Curtis suggests that, prior to the Liverpool trade, salt was imported from France, but when wars
got in the way the British got supplies from Aveiro in Portugal instead, the British Government protecting
Portuguese ships from the French in return.322

In the 1800s there is still some slight evidence of salt trading on Barnstaple Street, as a trade
directory lists one salt merchant based there.
According to a history of Newfoundland, published in 1755, Newfoundland boats went out from
Biddeford with nothing on board but provisions, salt, and fishing tackle, timing their arrival for the
early spring, whilst others travelled later, with trading goods to barter for already salted cod.323

1750, Whatley's Gazette
Stephen Whatley's Gazetteer of England published an account of Bediford, or Biddiford “so called
from its situation, viz. By the Ford.”324 Some the statements in Whatley's account would be
corrected in 1755 in the Gentleman's Magazine. For example: Where Whatley states “though the
foundation is so firm, yet it seems to shake at the slightest step of a horse,” the Gentleman's
Magazine contradicts this - “Some authors have asserted, that tho' the foundation of the bridge is
firm, yet it will shake at the lightest tread of a horse ; but this is also a mistake, for the foundation is
immoveable, the arch indeed not being covered with a sufficient weight is so elastic, that it yields
318 “The account of Devonshire (Page 108, Vol. IV.) continued.” The Universal Magazine of Knowledge and Pleasure.
Vol IV. London: John Hinton, 1749 p161
319 Hinton. 1749, ibid., p160
320 Lysons & Lysons, Magna Brittanica, 1822, Pg 49.
321 Gareth Davies. North Devon Wind Farm, Environmental Impact Assessment. Vol 2 – Appendices Part B. West
Coast Energy. 2011. Pg 102.
322 Maggie Curtis “The Making of the Bideford Port Memorial Ceramic Trade Maps” Online:
http://www.maggiecurtis.co.uk/trade-maps Accessed 24 Sept 2017
323 “A new history of Newfoundland” The Scots Magazine 5 May 1755 p228 c2-p229 c1
324 Stephen Whatley. Gazetteer of England. 1750. Transcribed by Mel Lockie. 2011.Online:
http://www.melocki.org.uk/whatley/Devon.html Accessed 12 May 2017
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and springs up again under the rapid motion of a coach.”

1750, the Manor of Bideford changes hands
In 1750 the Manor, and with it The Key, changed hands, passing from the descendants of the
Granville family to John Cleveland of Tapley, the grandson of John Davie325.

1752, transport vessel catches fire at sea
Several individuals with links to East-the-Water were involved in the transportation of felons. The
following incident, whilst unattributed, serves to illustrate one of the dangers of transporting large
numbers of individuals by sea. “On Saturday last came an Account from Biddeford, that a Vessel
having on board the [prisoner] Transports from Exeter, Dorchester, &c. which sailed from thence
about ten Days before, took Fire at Sea; and had not another Vessel came by when this Accident
happened, all of them must inevitably have perish’d. They are all brought back to Biddeford
again.”326

1753, free trade in Irish wool
By act of parliament of 26 George II (1753), the restrictions on the import of wool from Ireland
were lifted, enabling any Irish port to trade with any port of Great Britain327. Whilst Barnstaple,
which had dominated in its wool trade with Ireland, was probably impacted by this, Bideford also
had its connection with wool. Much later on, Fulford’s, having grown up in 19th C. East-the-Water,
would end up as a conglomerate that handled a significant proportion of England’s home grown
wool.

1754, the London Magazine publishes a plan
In their December issue for 1754 the London Magazine published a plan of the Torridge
downstream of the Bridge, in which the main channel of the river is shown veering eastward as it
passes under the bridge to flow near The Key, with Mr Strange’s Key and leave the Established Key
bounded by shallower water. This suggests that the river’s main channel was still following the
eastern course it adopted at some point between 1717 and 1722328. The stream from Pillhead is
shown opening via a wide mouth, just north of Salterns Rock.

1755, the Gentleman's Magazine account
Building upon earlier accounts, this description provides useful insights on conditions in Bideford,
whilst seeking to correct earlier misconceptions.

325 Daniel Lysons, Magna Britannia: Being a Concise Topographical Account of the Several Counties of Great Britain.
T. Cadell and W. Davies, 1822, Pg 166
326 “Country News” Derby Mercury 14 August 1752 p4 c1
327 An Historical and Chronological Deduction of the Origin of Commerce, from the Earliest Accounts to the Present
Time. Vol 2 of 2. London: A. Miller, 1764. Pg 402
328 In some places this is stated to be from the Gentleman's Magazine of 1754, but, having spent some time attempted
to find the original, that does not seem to be the case. The contents list for the London Magazine and Gentleman's
Intelligencer of November 1754, however, carries the following “Thro' some accidental mistake the plan of
Biddiford, which we intended, could not be got ready for this month,” . . . “and shall insert the said plan in our
next.” It is therefore likely that this plan was issued by the London Magazine as a separate sheet, sent out with the
next months issue
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herring fishery failing
In 1755 the Gentleman's Magazine reported that “It is a place of considerable trade, but the herring
fishery has failed for some years, and so has the manufacturing rock salt into what is called salt
upon salt, by first dissolving it in sea water and then boiling it up again. Great quantities of potter's
ware are made and exported to Wales, Ireland and Bristol.”329

press-gangs impact Bideford's maritime trade
In 1755 the Gentleman's Magazine reported that “The merchants of Bideford lost almost all their
vessels in the late French War330, but by buying and building, have again maid up their number near
100, most of which now lie by, as the hands that should have navigated them were swept away by
the press, and others cannot be procured”331.

correcting misconceptions
“Over this river is a bridge, and many errors have been propagated concerning both.
It has been said that the arches of the bridge are so wide and lofty, that vessels of 50 tons may sail
thro' them but tho' ships of much less burthen can not sail thro', yet ships of much greater may go
thro' without masts. It has also been said that the water runs quite out of the river at ebb, and that
cart not being permitted to come on the bridge, take this opportunity to pass over on the sands ; but
this is wholly false, for at the lowest water there is a channel in the middle sufficient to float
pleasure boats ; and not only carts, but waggons of three tons weight are permitted to cross the
bridge, upon paying an acknowledgement to the bridge warden. Some authors have asserted, that
tho' the foundation of the bridge is firm, yet it will shake at the lightest tread of a horse ; but this is
also a mistake, for the foundation is immoveable, the arch indeed not being covered with a
sufficient weight is so elastic, that it yields and springs up again under the rapid motion of a
coach.”332

traffic on the river
The Gentleman's Magazine notes that “The boats used on the river for hire are passage boats, ballast
boats, and lighters ; in the passage boat a passenger is carried from Biddeford to Appledore, three
miles, for a penny, and the hire of a lighter that will carry 10 tons, for a whole tide, is 5/.”333

the nature of manure
The plan from c1717 shows the hinterland of the quays contained many market gardens,
furthermore, until the 19th C., farmland crowded the shore-line community. The Gentleman's
Magazine article reports that the main local crops were “wheat, barley, peas, and beans.”

329 George Laurence Gomme Ed.,The Gentleman's Magazine Library, 1731-1868. Part III. London: Elliot Stock, 1893,
p134]
330 The 'late French war' referred to here was likely to be Queen Anne's, as, during the War of the Austrian Succession
(1740-1748) Bideford is reported not to have lost a vessel. The first skirmishes of the Seven Years War (17561763), which began in 1753 preceded the war itself, were almost certainly too recent for the Bideford fleet to have
been lost and already recovered.
331 George Laurence Gomme Ed.,The Gentleman's Magazine Library, 1731-1868. Part III. London: Elliot Stock, 1893,
p134]
332 George Laurence Gomme Editor. The Gentleman's Magazine Library, 1731-1868. London:Elliot Stock, 1893, pg
445
333 George Laurence Gomme Editor. The Gentleman's Magazine Library, 1731-1868. London:Elliot Stock, 1893, pg
445
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Local soils are heavy and benefit from fertilizers. The Gentleman's Magazine account notes that the
“principal manure is lime, ashes, dung, and sea sand, that in colour resembles unburnt umber, but is
lighter and more yellow ; sea weed called oar weed, is also sometimes used, but principally for
gardens. The ashes are made by spading the turf from the surface of the ground and then burning it
in heaps”334. In later years the trade in both lime and various agricultural manures would come to be
important for the wharves trade, as would the import of seed.

the working of culm
The Gentleman's Magazine account also mentions that Bideford had “a culm pit, which was worked
for fuel a few years ago, when coal, which is usually sold for one shilling per bushel, double
Winchester, was very dear.”335.

1756, onset of the Seven Years war (1756-1763)
In 1753, competition over trade between Britain, France, and Spain had erupted into the conflict,
that would eventually, in 1756, escalate into the Seven Year’s War (1756-63)336, which spread
overseas in the form of colonial struggles between the French and British in North America and
India.

1757, a privateer re-taken
The onset of open hostilities would have prompted many a merchant to equip vessels as privateers.
John Ford, of Biddeford, was amongst those who chose this option, operating the 200 ton, 60 gun,
Tygress in such a manner337. The Tygress was taken by the French, but then re-taken in January
1857 by HMS Otter, sloop of war. Capt. Harrison of the Otter, having insufficient men for a prize
crew, and having confined the French, manned the ship with the released Biddeford crew and put an
officer over them. The crew thereupon promptly confined the officer and sailed the vessel back to
Biddeford, leaving Harrison to send “an Express to secure them all,” and to acquaint “their
Lordships therewith.”338 The Tygress brought with her a complement of French prisoners, thus
illustrating one way in which Bideford came to have a prison camp full of French captives. In July
of that year the Tygress went on to demonstrate the contribution a successful privateer could make
to the economy of a coastal port, bringing in seven prizes, four to Bristol, three to Bideford, in total
estimated to be worth over £35,000 (nearly three million pounds in modern terms339).

334 George Laurence Gomme Editor. The Gentleman's Magazine 1755 “Bideford.” The Gentleman's Magazine Library,
1731-1868. Part 3. London: Elliot Stock, 1893, p136
335 George Laurence Gomme Editor. The Gentleman's Magazine Library, 1731-1868. Part 3. London: Elliot Stock,
1893, p136
336 Editors of Encyclopædia Britannica. “Seven Years’ War.” Encyclopædia Britannica, 29 Jan 2016,
Online:https://www.britannica.com/event/Seven-Years-War Accessed:2 May 2017
337 “British Privateer 'Tigress' (1756)” Three Decks Forum. Online: https://threedecks.org/index.php?
display_type=show_ship&id=26895 Accessed: 26 Nov 2017
338 “Letter from Captain Thomas Harrison” . . . &c. Oxford Journal 22 January 1757 p3 c1
339 “Currency converter” The National Archives. Online:http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/currency/results.asp#mid
Accessed: 26 Nov 2017
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1758, prisoner's of war moved to East-the-Water
As the Seven Year's War dragged on, French prisoners of war accumulated in camps around the
country, including at Bideford. The French officers were reasonably accommodated, often with their
families, in private lodgings, but the remainder were held in close confinement. Initially the camp
was on the west of the Torridge, near the Pill, that is until, in October 1758, when the squalid
conditions of their detention triggered a riot and the camp was promptly transferred across the river
to East-the-Water340.
The prisoners were housed in a secure compound at Folly Field (aka Prison Field), by Nuttaberry
Hill (later to become the gasworks site341).
In 1759 there were estimated to be as many as a thousand prisoners, all kept in check by one half of
the Somerset Militia. An Admiralty inspection of the new camp, undertaken at that time, found it
inadequate for such numbers., as had been the earlier camps342.

1758, extension of the quay
The war did not seem to dent the Newfoundland salt-cod trade, for around 1759 there were still
about 40 to 50 ships engaged in it. Nor did it seem to quench the local appetite for investment in
maritime trade as from 1758 there is a record that the Lord of the Manor (John Cleveland) extend
the quay southward toward the bridge343. It has usually been assumed that this record refers to the
western town quay344, and provides evidence for it being in the hands of the Lord of the Manor345,
but the extension of that to the bridge had already been completed by 1716. A more pragmatic
explanation would be that this reference is to an extension of The Key that stood in front of Davie’s
house, extending it southward to link, or merge, it with Mr Doubt’s Key. That area, as part
Restarick's shipyard, was part of the Manor lands specifically excluded from the sale of those lands
to the Corporation.
The widening of the western quay is also said to date from this period 346, and there seems no reason
to doubt that, especially if the river's deep-water channel had indeed reverted to its former eastern
course. The building out of a riverside quay being a likely response to any such loss of water depth
at the existing quayside.
As prisoners of war were sometimes used for construction projects, so it is possible that the move of
the French prisoner's of War in 1758 may have some connection to the quay widening and
extensions.
A forum posting suggests this could be a topic worthy of further research “Apparently the POWs
were employed in a number construction projections including a rebuilding of a retaining wall on
the riverbank and aiding in the construction of an ornamental drive, called Hobby Drive, on the road
to Clovelly.” As another posting on the same forum suggests that prisoners were not used in this
way during Napoleonic times, it seems likely that the comments, if there is any veracity to them,
relate to this period347.
340 Fielder, History of Bideford, 1985, 46
341 Fielder, History of Bideford, 1985, 98
342 Fielder, History of Bideford, 1985, 46
343 Goaman, Old Bideford and District, 1968, 47
344 E.g. see Ascott, Random Notes, 1953, 8
345 Goaman, Old Bideford and District, 1968, 47
346 Ascott, Random Notes, 1953, pg 8
347 http://www.napoleonicwarsforum.com/viewtopic.php?f=5&t=1137 Accessed 13 April 2016
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Local tradition suggests that the banks used to reclaim marshland west of Westleigh were built by
prisoners of war348.

1759, Howell Harris and the Breconshire Militia
In a report, on manuscripts relating to the Brecknockshire Militia in the period 1759-62, these
manuscripts are said to mention that the garrison was stationed at Brecon, Bideford, and Torrington
and to contain a great deal of interesting information. The writer comments “It is curious that many
of the words used for paroles were words more in keeping with the religious revival than with army
parlance—Glorification, Resurrection, Repentance, Forgiveness, Justification, and others of a
similar nature”349.
The report also notes that “There are a number of orders relating to the treatment of French
prisoners while the battalion was stationed at Bideford. It was an offence for any non-commissioned
officer or private to drink any liquor offered them by the prisoners, a private man of the
Brecknockshire Battalion being Confined and Reported for this Mean and Un-pardoned Offence'.
Those prisoners who were allowed to lodge outside the main prison had to be in after the sounding
of the Retreat at five o'clock, and they had to be counted each morning. There are detailed
instructions to be observed if any of the prisoners broke out of prison350.
A number of entries in the volume read, Officer for to-morrow Capt. Lieut Harris.”351 The use of
spiritual language may have something to do with the fact that the Lieut Harris spoken of was ,
Howell Harris, who had been heavily involved in a Welsh revival and is considered to be one of the
founding fathers of Welsh Methodism.352
They manuscripts relating to the Breconshire Militia also describe how the Militia were turned out “The Breconshire gives ye Guards to-morrow When ordered on parade they are usually told to be
Clean drest in Regimental Stockings and Black Garters”353

1759, 40-50 newfoundland ships, and salt from Liverpool
Brice, whose Dictionary was published in 1759, says that then about 40 or 50 ships were employed
in fetching cod from Newfoundland, and that there was a great export of herrings from this place;
that rock-salt was imported from Liverpool, which was dissolved with sea-water, from which a
brine was made for curing the herrings, called “salt upon salt.”354.

1760, trade with America drying up
John Watkins notes that the trade with Maryland and Virginia ceased about 1760355.

1763, peace with France
The Treaty of Paris, signed in 1763, saw an end to the war, but not before Britain had enlarged its
territorial assets and provided maritime merchants with an even greater trading base. The problem
now was one of distributing goods inland.
348 Personal correspondence, Derek Barnes, 2016
349 Davies, “Archives of the Calvinistic Methodist or Presbyterian Church of Wales,” 1947, Pg 40.
350 Davies, “Archives of the Calvinistic Methodist or Presbyterian Church of Wales,” 1947, Pg 40.
351 Davies, “Archives of the Calvinistic Methodist or Presbyterian Church of Wales,” 1947, Pg 41.
352 Davies, “Archives of the Calvinistic Methodist or Presbyterian Church of Wales,” 1947, Pg 13.
353 Davies, “Archives of the Calvinistic Methodist or Presbyterian Church of Wales,” 1947, Pg 41.
354 Brice's comments are mentioned in Lysons & Lysons, Magna Brittanica, 1822, Pg 49
355 Watkins, Essay, 1792, Pg 69
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1763, advent of the turnpikes
After significant rainfall, the heavy local soils made travel on unimproved roads a nightmare. The
introduction of turnpikes, where tolls paid for the upkeep of the road, was an attempt to provide a
more reliable network. In 1763 the Barnstaple Turnpike Trust was established. Is responsibilities
included provision of turnpike routes from Barnstaple to Bideford as well as a turnpike from Eastthe-Water to Great Torrington, via the traditional Wear Gifford and Huntshaw route (at that time the
road on the western bank had yet to be constructed). There was a toll house at Pottery Corner, on
Torrington Lane, and one on the Old Barnstaple Road.

1765, last throes of the tobacco trade
Bideford's land tax had been calculated on the basis of their earlier wealth. By 1765 this was so
decayed that the town sought mitigation from the tax. As an example of their decline they referred
to just “one small vessel” importing tobacco356.

1765, Donne's map and the Folly Field
In 1765, Benjamin Donne, son of local inhabitant George Donne, produced a one inch to the mile
survey, on which East-the-Water still shows as little more than a ribbon of development along
Torridge Street. Where the word Folly appears, another strip of development runs northward from
the bridge for around twice the distance of its southern counterpart. The Grange is marked, as also
is a farmstead on the Barnstaple Road called Salterns
Standing alone, upstream of the Long Bridge and on the western bank, is a house marked as Ford.
On the eastern shore, the development extends southward to a point due east of Ford, at which point
a street, with accompanying development, runs directly inland for a short distance. Adjacent to this
short spur is marked Folly. The name probably relates to the prison camp, and its memory lived on
in 1904 in the name of Folly Field (aka Prison Field) at Nuttaberry. That, together with its marked
location, suggests it gave its name to the modern Pollyfield. Half way along Torrington Street a
relatively undeveloped Torrington Lane runs eastward, but with some property marked. Another
strip of development (Barnstaple Street) runs northward from the bridge for around twice the
distance of its southern counterpart. The Grange is marked, as also is the farmstead on the
Barnstaple Road known as Salterns (shown as Saltrns). South of the community, half way to
Tennacott Farm, is marked a property called Lodge.357

1774, war with America
On 31 March 1774 Britain ordered the closure of the port of Boston, thus setting the scene for the
American War of Independence (1775-81). The war curtailed Bideford's foreign trade, forcing a
greater reliance on the local trades of shipbuilding and pottery.
Watkins reports that the Bideford ships once used for trade with America were instead used as
transports for troops and munitions358.
Around this period a meeting was held to dissolve the Bideford Newfoundland Fishery Co.359

356 Rogers, Op. cit. Vol. I pg.187, cited by Nix
357 Fielder, History of Bideford, 1985, 49 & fig. 14
358 Watkins, Essay, 1792, pg 69
359 Devon Record Office, 3865M-0/E/1-10
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The war may also have had a sudden and dramatic impact on some of Bideford’s wealthy traders,
as, on 2 May 1774 the Sherborne and Yeovil Mercury carried a series of advertisements for the sale
of property in Bideford:
• James Horwood offered Somers Bibery;
• Elizabeth Kimber offered Dunscombe;
• George Sage offered Gammaton.
The first two of these were former Granville East-the-Water properties and the latter lay in the east
land. It remains unclear what might have prompted such a sudden and widespread urge to sell, but
the timing suggests it could have been events on the other side of the Atlantic.

1784, the lordship of Bideford Manor change hands
Upon the death of John Cleveland of Tapley (1745-1784), Augustus Saltren Willett (1781–1849)
inherited the Lordship of the Manor of Bideford from his great uncle, taking the name Cleveland.

1786, introduction of ship registration
From 1786, every ship belonging to a British owner and of over 15 tons had to be registered in a
port360.

1791, William Heard listed as a shipbuilder in Bideford
William Heard occupied the Cross Park shipyard prior to William Brooks361.

1792, a pack of hounds succumb to rabies
In September 1792 rabies struck, destroying the whole pack of hounds kept by of one of Bideford’s
more illustrious residents, John Bickford Jackson362. Jackson had made his fortune as a
Newfoundland Merchant, operating out of Topsham, Devon, then married a Bideford woman.

1792, John Watkins published his essay
In his Essay Towards a History of Bideford, John Watkins provided much historical data, but he
also contrasted this with the current situation.

1792, the Lord of the Manor still owns a quay
Watkins mentions that in 1792 the Lord of the Manor was flouting the quay regulations, thus
confirming that he still had a quay in his possession.

360 Michael Nix, A Maritime History of the Ports of Bideford and Barnstaple 1786-1941. Thesis, University of
Leicester. 1991. Pg 3
361 “Ship Building in North Devon” by Grahame Farr. Maritime monographs and reports No. 22. 1976., cited in
Bideford Buzz, Jul, 2016. Online: http://bidefordbuzz.org.uk/2016/07/two-bideford-built-schooners-of-thenineteenth-century/ Accessed 28 Sep 2016
362 Derby Mercury 27 September 1792 p1 c1
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1792, concern that the bark trade is deforesting North Devon
Watkins noted the link between Bideford's flourishing shipbuilding and the volume of cheap timber
available locally. The bark trade was flourishing, but it killed the trees, the dead trees then provided
cheap wood for ship-building, but oak was not a quickly renewable resource. The practice was
becoming so extensive that, soon, Watkins suggested, North Devon's shipbuilders would suffer a
shortage of wood363. The export trade in Bark had flourished ever since duties had been imposed on
leather, stemming the flow of raw hides from Ireland into England, the aim now being to add the
value in Ireland first. It is interesting to reflect that North Devon's open scenery may be, at least in
part, due to the volume of bark that passed across East-the-Water's wharves.

1792, some signs of a recovering trade with America
Watkins, writing in 1792, noted that “At the present time, Bideford enjoys no foreign commercial
consequence, at least not worth mentioning.” He then proceeds to mention that within the last two
or three years the trade with America had shown slight signs of recovery, with a few occasional
cargoes of timber and tar being shipped364. Despite that nearly 100 vessels belonged to the port,
mostly involved in the coasting trade (at that time trade with Ireland was not considered foreign
trade, but part of the coasting trade). Their cargoes mostly coal and culm from Wales, destined for
the south of Devonshire. There was also much bark shipped to Ireland and Scotland.

1792, onset of the French Revolutionary Wars
Lasting from 1792 until 1802, these saw Britain, Austria, and others, fighting the French First
Republic, and the rise of Napoleon from obscure general to charismatic leader.

1794, the Glamorganshire Milita come to town
In April 1793 the Hereford Journal reported that the Glamorganshire Militia had arrived in
Somerset, on route to Barnstaple and Bideford.365 One wonders, as they marched through East-theWater, how real concern was of a French invasion?

1794, Instead Marshall sees sand dug and lime-kilns operating
In 1794 Instead Marshall published an account of Bideford in his Rural Economy of the West
Country. The war with America had apparently taken its toll, for he suggests the town was
"remarkably forbidding," by virtue of its narrow streets and cheaply built houses. In the open spaces
furze faggots were piled into house shaped ricks. Instead states - "The dangerous piles of fuel are
for the use of the pottery for which only, I believe, this town is celebrated; chiefly or wholly, the
coarser kinds of wear."366 The traditional way to fire the pottery kilns was with culm, usually
imported from South Wales, but furze or bramble faggots would then be used to 'flash' the glaze at
high temperatures367.

363 Watkins 1792, 1993 Ed. Pg 70-71
364 Watkins 1792, 1993 Ed. Pg 69
365 “Hereford, Wednesday, April 17.” Hereford Journal 17 April 1793 p3 c4
366 Cited by Fielding, History of Bideford, 1985, 52
367 Grant, North Devon Pottery, 2005, 10
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Marshall witnessed one unusual activity, with low tide seeing 'many men employed in loading packhorses with sand, left in the bed of the river.'368 What Marshall witnessed could have been the
digging of grit for use in the potteries. Grit, known as gravel, was incorporated in coarse-ware to
improve the firing characteristics and the durability of the finished product, so was in demand
amongst local potters. Grit from Bideford was considered superior to that from Barnstaple because
it was lime free, with one Barnstaple coarse-ware maker even sending to Bideford for their gravel.
369
.
Another reason why sand was sometimes dug was for fertilizing the land, though this was unlikely
at Bideford, because of the low lime content. This sand's removal, however, may also have served a
secondary purpose. A map showing Bideford in the 1820s suggests that the depth of water beside
the western quay might have been enhanced by a channel dug to divert the Potter’s Pill southward
alongside it.
Marshall notes that there were several lime kilns operating on the East-the-Water shore, with much
of the limestone and all of the coal coming by sea from South Wales370. The output from these kilns
was delivered by packhorse within a radius of fifteen miles, providing lime for fertilizing the land
and building work.

1794, the press gang active in Bideford
Whilst certain classes of Bideford’s mariners were exempt from the press, the shadow of the press
gang still hung over others in the town. In August 1794 it was reported that, in a desperate attempt
to escape a naval life, “a man at Bideford, being impressed, cut off part of his tongue and
fingers.”371

1795, bridge lighting, widening, and approach improvements
In 1793 tenders were invited for widening the central three arches of the bridge, but after various
false starts it was 1795 before an agreement was in place for the work. In that same year land was
purchased at the Bridge's eastern end, to “render the access to the bridge more commodious,” and
lamps were installed on the bridge for the first time372. The widening was not completed throughout
until 1810, when parapets of Penarth Ashlar stone were installed373.

1795, work started on a bridge widening
Between 1795 and 1810 the bridge was widened to add a two foot wide footpath on either side374.
On 30th August 1796 James Ley, of Bideford, merchant, gave up part of his stable, belonging to a
house and garden situated near the east end of the Long Bridge, Bideford East-the-Water, so that the
road to the bridge could be widened375.

368 Cited by Fielding, History of Bideford, 1985, 52
369 Grant, North Devon Pottery, 2005, 6
370 Cited by Fielding, History of Bideford, 1985, 53
371 “London. August 1.” Oxford Journal 2 August 1794 p3 c1
372 “Bideford Long Bridge” Bideford Weekly Gazette 5 August 1902 p7 c3
373 “Bideford Long Bridge” Bideford Weekly Gazette 5 August 1902 p7 c3
374 Frank E Whiting & Peter Christie. The Long Bridge of Bideford Through The Centuries. Bideford:Bideford Bridge
Trust, 2006, pg 12
375 North Devon Records Office, B127-6/57
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1796, Bideford now a minor port
In 1796 London had 13,400 vessels arrive, two thirds of then being coasters, the remainder
foreign376. By comparison, about half that number, 6,538 vessels, entered the ports of the Bristol
Channel, of which 2,271 visited the minor English ports, amongst which Bideford would have been
numbered377.

1797, the invasion of Britain & reinforcing Bideford
In later years of the fighting with France, Bideford was not a Parole Depot378, but it appears, despite
some emphatic statements online to the contrary, that it was still a Depot for the rank and file
prisoners, as an account of the events of February 1797 suggests, for it mentions that “Within a day
of the sighting, by a coastguard cutter, of a squadron of French warships off Lundy, Colonel
Orchard’s companies of North Devon Volunteers had assembled in Bideford to reinforce the guard
on the French prisoners of war that were quartered in the town.” Such a company of prisoners, if
once released by a French landing party would have soon aided their countrymen to overthrown the
town. Within days of the warship sighting, the news arrived of the defeat of a French landing near
Fishguard, leaving North Devon feeling vulnerable until reinforcements began to arrive in other
towns379.

1798, the Irish Rebellion gives Vinegar Hill its name?
Overlooking the Torridge, and now vaulting across the Tarka Trail by a stone-built pedestrian
bridge, lies the cul-de-sac known as Vinegar Hill. There was a maltster named Henry Tucker based
near the hill at about the time it was built, so the name could be linked to vinegar production, but
there is a curious local tradition that suggests we have the Irish Rebellion of 1798, rather than the
local maltsters, to thank for this unusual name.
Fuelled by the revolutionary fervour in France, and also America's bid for independence, a Frenchaided armed uprising had been gathering momentum in Ireland since the spring of 1798. Volunteers
were sought to bolster the forces available to counter this new threat of an Irish facilitated French
invasion.
It has been suggested that many troops bound for such conflicts in Ireland would have passed
through Bideford. In support of Bideford acting as a point of embarkation for the 1798 force, one
may cite the following note that appeared The Times of 4 April 1798 “The 2d, 25th, and 29th
regiments of foot, have received orders to march from Plymouth to Barnstaple and Bideford, in
course of the present week, from whence it is supposed they will embark for Ireland”380.

376 William Vaughn. A Letter to a Friend on Commerce and Free Ports, and London-docks. Pg 2
377 Nix, Op. cit., pg 124
378 http://www.napoleonicwarsforum.com/viewtopic.php?f=5&t=1137 Accessed 13 April 2016
379 John Rowe's The North Devon Yeomanry 1794-1924 cited at
http://www.napoleonicwarsforum.com/viewtopic.php?f=5&t=1137 Accessed 13 Apr 2016
380 The Times, 4 April 1798, p4 c2
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The rebellion was at its strongest in County Wexford, until, on 21 June 1798, an English force
secured victory in the pivotal battle of Chnoc Fhíodh na gCaor, near Enniscorthy381. The English
won the battle, but failed to get their tongues round the Irish name. Chnoc they translated as Hill,
but Fhíodh na gCaor (fee-na-gare phonetically, and meaning "the wood of the berries"382) was
corrupted to Vinegar383. The battle, and its decisive victory became thereafter known as Vinegar
Hill.
On their return to Exeter from Ireland, the officers of the South Devon Militia, commanded by Lord
Rolle, were granted the freedom of Bideford, “as a mark of esteem for their patriotic services in
Ireland,”384 a sure indication of how relieved Bideford were at this victory.
Henry Tucker also traded in bark, much of which was exported to Ireland. The boats that once
conveyed his bark may well have been commissioned to convey troops to Ireland and the victory
removed the threat of a conflict with Ireland with all its potential repercussions for Bideford's
merchants. So Vinegar Hill, it is said, was named as a memorial to this English victory, though
whether by men of Bideford who fought there, or by returning troops who passed through is
uncertain (the author has heard locals mention both versions). A third, but somewhat less likely,
option is possible, that the hill’s builder gave it that name to curry favour with Lord Rolle.

19th Century
1800, Bideford's 67 vessels
A table, published on 30 Sep 1800, shows 67 vessels registered at Bideford, with a cumulative
tonnage of 5,387, and employing 256 men. Whilst Dartmouth had far more registered ships (209),
they were, on average, smaller, whilst Bideford's ships were significantly more manpower efficient
(handling 18.2 tons of shipping per man employed, compared with Plymouth's 10.7)385.

1800, a wretched and dirty place
In 1800, the Rev. Richard Warner passed through Bideford at this point, and his overall impression
was far from complimentary, in contrasting it with Barnstaple he described it as “A large, wretched
and dirty place, with all the filth, inconvenience, and disagreeableness of a sea-port, and little of its
bustle and animation.”386

381 “#OTD in 1798 – United Irish Rebellion: The Battle of Vinegar Hill (Cath Chnoc Fhíodh na gCaor).” Stair na
hÉireann/History of Ireland. Online: https://stairnaheireann.net/2017/06/21/otd-in-1798-united-irish-rebellion-thebattle-of-vinegar-hill-cath-chnoc-fhiodh-na-gcaor Accessed:8 Dec 2017
382 “Vinegar Hill, Enniscorthy, 'who fears to speak of 98'” Pictures of Ireland.
Online:http://www.irelandinpicture.net/2010/03/vinegar-hill-enniscorthy-who-fears-to.html Accessed:9 Dec 2017
383 E.g. the report in the Kentish Chronicle of 8 June 1798, p2 c3, illustrates the use of this corrupted name
384 Bath Chronicle and Weekly Gazette 8 August 1799 p1 c1
385 John Besly Gribble, Memorials of Barnstaple, Barnstaple: Avery, 1830, pg 608
386 Richard Warner. A Walk Through Some of the Western Counties of England. Bath:R. Cruttwell, 1800. Cited without
a page number in “West Country” Ambra Books. Online: http://www.localhistory.co.uk/ambra/ab-ge.htm Accessed
9 Jan 2018
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c. 1802, clay exports to Staffordshire dwindle
At one time clay was shipped from Bideford to Bristol for use in refining of sugar and the making
of clay tobacco pipes, thereby becoming known as tobacco-pipe clay387 (or simply pipe-clay). In
1822 the Magna Britannica reflected that “Pipe-clay was formerly dug in great abundance at Weare
Giffard, and in the parishes of Peters Marland and Petrockstow. It was sent coastwise from the port
of Bideford, and by canals to the potteries of Staffordshire. The pits at the last two mentioned places
have not been worked for twenty years.”388

1802, a light to guide ships across the bar
A first attempt was made to provide a permanent lighthouse on Braunton Sands in 1802. Little more
than a hut, with a lamp, and only 15 feet high. A more substantial light, on a tower of 87 feet, was
provided, a short distance from the first, in 1820. Both served until 1957389.

1803-1815, Napoleon and the Baltic blockade
By 1803 Napoleon was seeking to conquer Europe, plunging the region into turmoil until 1815390.
Naval production in the shipyards inevitably rose, whilst local people lived uneasily with the
potential threat of an invasion of the West Country via Ireland.

1803-13, Taylor launching naval vessels from Cross Park
Including the fire-ship Comet (1805) and the bomb vessel Beelzebub (1813)391. Taylor’s yard would
continue to operate until about 1830.

1804, a new map of Hartland reveals the river's course
A map of the Hartland region, produced in 1804 and held in the British Museum, clearly shows the
main channel of the river passing under the eastern end of the bridge, with a narrower, subsidiary
channel, created by diverting the Potters Pill southward, running beside the western quay.

1806, a Baltic blockade causes a timber famine
In 1806 a French blockade of Baltic timber caused a dramatic slump in the supply of timber. For a
while Bideford's yards could keep going on stocks, but by 1809 those had dwindled, causing a
slump in Torridge-side ship-building392. It is said that such was the shortage of wood that the prolific
builder, Richard Chapman, of Cleave Houses, could only build one ship in that year393.

387 Grant, North Devon Pottery, 2005, 4
388 Lysons & Lysons, Magna Brittanica, 1822, Pg ccxci
389 “Guide to English and Welsh Lights” Online:http://www.mycetes.co.uk/a/page2.html Accessed:25 Jun 2017
390 David Gates. The Napoleonic Wars 1803-1815. Random House. 2011. Np.
391 R. I. & S. H. Kirby, Vessels Built or Refitted in East-the-Water, 15 August 2017.
Online:http://www.eastthewater.co.uk/History/Businesses/Ships_launched_from_East-the-Water.pdf Accessed 20
September 2017
392 Greenhill & Giffard, Westcountrymen in Prince Edward's Island, 1967, 24
393 Greenhill & Giffard, Westcountrymen in Prince Edward's Island, 1967, 24
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1807, introduction of duty on Baltic timber
With the nation desperate for timber, merchants looked to the verdant American forests, but the cost
of developing such a trade could only be justified if Baltic supplies were going to continue to be
difficult to obtain. In 1807 a swingeing duty was imposed on Baltic timber, assurances were given
that it would remain long enough for merchants to profit from investing in a transatlantic timber
trade, and American wood began to flow into the country394.

1808, Torridge Regiment moved to Bideford
In 1808 residents of East-the-Water would have witnessed the arrival of military men, as it seems,
reinforcing the town against possible French invasion (via Ireland) “The Torridge Regiment of
Volunteers, under the command of Lord Rolle, marched into Bideford, the 1st instant, on permanent
duty; 797 men (out of 800, the strength of the regiment,) all in perfect health and fit for duty, and on
the King’s birth-day they unanimously volunteered to become Local Militia.”395

1809, the 1st Ordnance Survey mapping of the area
Military strategy needs good information about the terrain, so, possibly spurred by the threat of
invasion, the first series Ordnance Survey map of Bideford was published. Along with the riverside
developments in East-the-Water, it marks Salterns, Grange, Grange Barn, and Lodge. Between these
latter two, nestling between the spurs, is a structure marked as Conegor Hills, where there now
remains only an empty field and parts of the ancient hedge-row that once adjoined its drive. The
1809 1st Series 1-63360 Ordnance Survey map shows the main channel of the Torridge running
under the eastern end of the bridge, before then veering away from that bank to run centrally
between the shores. A narrow legacy channel seems to run alongside the western keys.

1810, the navy introduced to mineral black
Production of “a BLACK MINERAL” was already under way, at Greencliffe Mine, to the west of
Bideford, and under the sanction of King's Royal Letters Patent. The pigment had recently been
tried in his Majesty's Dock Yards, and found superior to other pigments for their purposes396. The
mine was up for auction in Oct 1811, together with 3000 tons of Mineral Black, already raised and
lying on the surface, and with the suggestion that the mine might also produce lead397.

1811, the town's trade suffers
An account from 1811 noted that, whilst the streets of Bideford were clean and many of the houses
were well built and occupied by opulent merchants, the town's trade was suffering as the war
dragged on398.

1812, a snapshot of Willcock's quay (wine and timber)
An advertisement following the death of John Willcock, shows it in use for timber and wine
imports.
394 Greenhill & Giffard, Westcountrymen in Prince Edward's Island, 1967, 24-25
395 “Exeter, Wednesday, June 8.”Exeter Flying Post 9 June 1808 p4 c2
396 Mineral Patent Paint, &c.” Public Ledger and Daily Advertiser 10 May 1810 London p1 c2
397 “Valuable Mining Concern” Trewman's Exeter Flying Post 10 October 1811 p2 c4
398 Tristram Risdon. The Chorographical Description or Survey of the County of Devon. London: Rees and Curtis.
1811. Pg 423
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1814, Appledore transferred to the Port of Bideford
In response to complaints from the residents of Appledore, about the inconvenience of their village
being part of the port of Barnstaple, the respective boundaries of the ports of Bideford and
Barnstaple were altered,399 such that, in 1814, the creek of Appledore was transferred from the Port
of Barnstaple to the Port of Bideford400.

1815, end of the Napoleonic War
The battle of Waterloo in 1815, left Napoleon defeated and the seas a whole lot safer for Bideford’s
shipping. It was a good time to be a seafaring merchant, and such merchants needed ships.

1816, the Bideford potato riot
This riot took place on 17th May, but an account of the trial, on 10 Aug 1816, of several of the
rioters, made the pages of The Times. The case for the prosecution stated “It appeared, that on the
day laid in the indictment, about 150 persons riotously and tumultuously assembled at Bideford,
armed with bludgeons and other weapons, and by their violent proceedings endangered the lives of
many of the inhabitants. The tumult was occasioned by a rumour, that a person of the name of Watts
had purchased a great quantity of potatoes of the neighbouring farmers, and intended to ship them
to London. This circumstance produced considerable irritation in the minds of the lower orders,
who committed several acts of violence, when four women were taken into custody, and lodged in
prison. The rioters then became more bold and daring : they procured large pieces of timber, with
which they battered down the prison doors, released the women, and beat off the police of the
borough ; and it was not till the military had been called in, and some of the ringleaders secured,
that the peace of the town was restored. A more alarming disturbance had not existed in any part of
the country, and it was extremely fortunate for the prisoners that greater excesses had not been
committed.” All the defendants were found guilty.

1816, failure of Hamlyn & Chanter, Bideford bankers
The collapse of any bank is likely to have a knock on effect within the local business community,
and on 3 April 1816 the Bideford bankers Robert Hamlyn and John Chanter were declared
bankrupt. It was not until the 6 March 1826 that a final dividend was paid to their creditors401.

1817, Ilfracombe begins to compete for Irish passenger traffic
During 1817 Ilfracombe was established as a summer terminal for Irish bound passenger services.
Their ability to compete with the 'poluccas' trading out of Bideford was initially restricted by lack of
cargo capacity402.

399 John Besly Gribble, Memorials of Barnstaple, Barnstaple: Avery, 1830, pg 606
400 Michael Nix, A Maritime History of the Ports of Bideford and Barnstaple 1786-1941. Thesis, University of
Leicester. 1991. Pg 9
401 Trewman’s Exeter Flying Post 16 February 1826 p1 c3
402 Fielder, History of Bideford,1985, 59
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1800s early half, the exodus to the Empire
The defeat of Napoleon, together with the Victorian expansion of the British Empire, brought a
boom in maritime trade. Bideford's quays were a hive of activity: large quantities of timber, hemp,
and tallow were imported from the Baltic and America; wines and fruits arrived from the
Mediterranean, cattle came from Ireland; coal, culm, iron, and flag-stones from Wales; and marble
and slate from Cornwall. The Newfoundland trade had also revived. Yet something else was also
going on. The early half of the 19th C. saw a mass exodus from England of folk seeking a better life
abroad. For many, Bideford was their chosen port of embarkation.

1818, voyage of the Peter and Sarah
In 1818 the Peter and Sarah, the only ship to come from Chapman's yard in the year of the timber
famine, set sail for Prince Edward Island. Aboard was the master shipwright William Ellis, who had
gradually taken over from Chapman as Chapman's health declined. The Peter and Sarah was owned
by Thomas Burnard (who, by 1832, had a quay just south of Crosspark Rock). Some sources
suggest that Burnard also financed the expedition403, though others suggest the financier was John
Evans404. John Evans appears to have occupied a yard next to Richard Chapman's405 and then to
have taken over Chapman's yard in 1818, when Chapman health declined further406. In Pigots Trade
Directory for 1822-23 John Evans address is given as “East-the-Water,” and it seems he may also
have had an interest in a yard there, for his son Thomas is reported launching ships from there from
1824, and as the prior occupant of Johnson's yard.
The trading model established by William Ellis and subsequently exploited by James Yeo, would
later be espoused, to good effect, by East-the-Water based merchant Richard Heard, of Colonial
House.

1810, first glimmer of a canal to Great Torrington
In 1810, a meeting was called, for Saturday 25th August, for those interested in supporting the
construction of a canal to link the navigable section of the river Torridge with Great Torrington407.
This would finally take shape in the form of the Rolle Canal, substantially improving
communications between the port of Bideford and its southern hinterland.

1820, earliest reference to mining at Chapel Park
Black mining once flourishing in East-the-Water at Chapel Park, in which area there was mining as
early as 1820.
The Magna Britannica, published in 1822, identified that anthracite occurred on the coast near
Bideford, and, from there, the bed ran directly eastward, tilted into a near vertical position. The
description of this seam, however, gave little indication of the quantities that would later be
produced from Bideford's mines, for it stated that “it approaches black chalk, as it contains not
above ten percent carbon,” with “its thickness varying from two inches to two feet”408.
403 “Ellis, William” Dictionary of Canadian Biography. Online
http://www.biographi.ca/en/bio/ellis_william_1774_1855_8E.html. Accessed 20 Aug 2016.
404 “William Ellis” Online: https://findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi?page=gr&GRid=103860752 Accessed 18 May 2017
405 Nix, Maritime History of the Ports of Bideford and Barnstaple 1786-1841, 1991, pg 393
406 “Ellis, William” Dictionary of Canadian Biography. Online
http://www.biographi.ca/en/bio/ellis_william_1774_1855_8E.html. Accessed 20 Aug 2016.
407 “Navigation of the River Torridge” Trewman’s Exeter Flying Post 23 August 1810 p3 c1
408 Lysons & Lysons, Magna Brittanica, 1822, pg cclxvi
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1820, a further map produced
A map from 1820 shows the Torridge with its main channel running under the eastern end of the
bridge but then veering westward, away from the eastern bank, whilst Potter’s Pill is still diverted
southward.409.

1822, a snapshot of turnpikes and trade
The Magna Britannia presents a sketch of Bideford history, but also several contemporary
observations. After noting that the cod and herring trade had all but disappeared. “A ship or two are
still occasionally fitted out for Newfoundland and a few for the Baltic, but there is no foreign trade
of any consequence. More than 100 vessels, however, are employed in the coasting trade, importing
limestone in large quantities, coals, and culm ; and exporting oak-board to Ireland and Scotland, and
oats and malt to Wales”410. It summarised the provision of turnpikes around Bideford, from which it
is clear that the Torrington to Bideford route, passing west of Hunshaw and east of Weare Giffard,
was already a turnpike, as was a route from Barnstaple, via Westleigh and Eastleigh411.

1822, compilation of Pigot's Directory
Pigot's Directory of 1822-23 lists various traders in East-the-Water, some of whom, by their trade,
or their location in later directories, may be assumed to be on the shore. They are:

•

George Cooke, a bar iron, coal, and general merchant (potentially linked to the Cook’s
Wharf shown on Wood’s plan of 1842);
William Brook, a coal and salt merchant who also traded as a lime burner (one of the
limekilns was at Cross Park and, as a William Brook succeeded William Taylor as
shipbuilder at that location, it seems likely that this William was operating the Cross Park
lime Kiln);

•

Hutchings, a cooper (using timber and producing barrels for product shipment, e.g. salt, so
likely to be near the ships);

•

an earthenware and glass dealer (Hannah Jones);

•

John Swain, earthenware manufacturer (later listed at Barnstaple Street, Simon Madge and
Edward Petherick were also active in this trade but could have been at the Torrington Lane
Pottery);

•

Courtice, a lime burner (there were several limekilns on the eastern shore, of which he is
likely to have operated one);

•

Facey, a lime burner (there were several limekilns on the eastern shore, of which he is likely
to have operated one);

•

Henry Tucker, a ship-builder (probably the same individual who is also listed under
maltsters and was based at Clarance Wharf);

•

John Evans, a ship-builder (based, until c. 1824, at a shipyard that would become part of
Brunswick Wharf, though also from c. ).

•

William Taylor, a ship-builder (based at Cross Park);

•

409 A map of undeclared provenance, but appearing reasonably accurate in its detail, reproduced as Fig. 17 (pg59) in
Fielder, History of Bideford, 1985, and dated by him to the 1820s
410 Lysons & Lysons, Magna Brittanica, 1822, pg 49
411 Lysons & Lysons, Magna Brittanica, 1822, pg 29
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•

Isaac Baker, a stone-mason (this is likely to be a relation of the I Baker of I Baker and Sons.
However, in later years there was a stone-mason's business based on Barnstaple Street for
many years, so he is likely to have been occupying that yard. He possibly left to develop his
business on a larger site on the Western shore.);

There are also several tavern or Inn landlords listed:
•

Thomas Clarke at the Blacksmith's Arms, in Torrington Street (at that time next door to its
current location)

•

William Palmer at the Currier's Arms, in Barnstaple Street (later the Terminus Inn, then the
East of the Water restaurant)

•

John Daniel at the New London Inn (location uncertain, but most of the trade would have
been near the shore, so likely to have been there)

•

John Embery at the Ship & Launch, in Barnstaple Street

•

W Spearman at the Swan, in Torrington Street

•

William Mock at the Three Cranes [sic=Three Crowns], located within what is now known
as Clarence Wharf).

c. 1822, earliest report of mining near Barnstaple Street
In giving evidence, in a court case of July 1856, Thomas Pollard claimed to have been involved
with the mines near Barnstaple Street for 31 or 32 years, i.e. since about 1822-23. 412 He would later
switch his attention to Chapel Park413.

1823-4, the Rolle Canal dug
During 1823-4 the Rolle Canal was dug to facilitate transport between Great Torrington and
Bideford. The canal, which joined the Torridge at Landcross, allowed limestone from Wales to be
imported further inland, along with the coal needed to slake it. In return, clay from the Peters
Marland pits (south of Great Torrington), together with other products from Rolle’s mills, could
make the reverse journey, then, as required, trans-ship into ocean going vessels for export from
Bideford’s quays.
This marked the start of the flow of clay that would ultimately keep the later Bideford to Barnstaple
rail line open beyond its passenger-service lifespan.

1824, launch of the North Devon Journal
Launched on 6 August 1824, the Journal would prove an invaluable source for information on
events East-the-Water414.

412 “County Courts” North Devon Journal 17 July 1856 p3 c2-3
413 Kirby, “Historical Directory,” 2017, Appendix 2
414 North Devon Journal 26 August 1926 p7 c2
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1824, William Brook launches the Apollo
The 1824 launch of the Apollo is the earliest yet found attributable to East-the-Water ship-builder
William Brook415. A William Brook is mentioned in Pigots directory of 1822, but only as a
merchant, dealing in coal and salt, and a lime burner. Brooks continued to produce ships on his yard
(just north of Clarence Wharf), until his death in 1845, where-after the yard was sold in 1846416.

1824, an interruption to the mail
One imagines that mail was conveyed as quickly as possible, by the use of stage-coaches, but an
incident in 1824 reveals that the mail from Torrington and Bideford to Barnstaple travelled by mail
cart. When the cart was upset by those of two fish jobbers seeking to pass it, the fishmongers made
reparations to the Mail Farmer and to his injured driver417.

1825, coal discovered on the Saltern's estate
In Dec 1825 the Dorset County Chronicle announced “A fine vein of coal has lately been
discovered on the estate called Saltern, near the Bideford Turnpike Gate, belonging to L. W. Buck,
Esq., of Daddon House, which will be a great advantage to the neighbourhood, as it will thereby be
supplied with coals duty free. The mine will be worked by a company.”418.

1826, wages cut in the shipyards
The Bristol Mercury of 18 September 1826 reported “The master shipwrights of Bideford, in
consequence of the depression of trade, have reduced the wages of their workmen 3s. a-week.”419.

1826, parliament asked about developing Bideford's coal
The Western Times of 18 June 1826 reported that “In the House of Commons on Tuesday, Colonel
Day asked the Secretary for Mines if his attention had been drawn to the discovery of a seam of
anthracite coal near Bideford, and whether any steps to develop this seam had come to the
knowledge of the Department. Colonel Lane Fox replied that he was aware operations had been in
progress in the neighbourhood of Bideford with the object of opening out workable seams of
anthracite”420.

415 “Bideford.” North Devon Journal 30 July 1824 p4 c2
416 Kirby & Kirby, “Vessels,” 2017, 11-13
417 Woolmer’s Exeter and Plymouth Gazette 23 August 1828 p2 c5
418 “Devon and Cornwall.” Dorset County Chronicle 15 December 1825 p3 c5
419 “London, Wednesday” Bristol Mercury 18 September 1826 p1 c3
420 “Coal Near Bideford; Questions Raised in the House of Commons.” Western Times 18 June 1826 p3 c5
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1827, a new road to Torrington
Prior to the 19th C. traffic from Bideford to Great Torrington left the town via the Torrington road
(now Torrington Street) and had to face a steep climb up Torrington Lane, before winding along
lanes through Gammerton and Huntshaw421. But in 1824 that was about to change. In that year, the
Torrington Turnpike Trust applied for “An Act for more effectually improving and keeping in
Repair the several Roads in and near Great Torrington; and to make a new Line of Road on the
Western Side of the River Torridge, in the County of Devon.”422 At which time Bideford Turnpike
Trust sought to link into this scheme, applying for “An Act for improving and keeping in repair
several Roads in and near the Town of Bideford, and for making a new Line of Road on the Western
Side of the River Torridge, and also a new Line of Road to unite such Road with the Road leading
from Bideford to Buckland Brewer in the County of Devon.”423 Once built, this would substantially
reduce the traffic along the old Torrington road.
Rogers gives the date of construction of New Road as 1825424. Writing about 1840, he may have
been relying upon memory rather than published sources. Whilst this may have been the date on
which construction started, however, the road was clearly not completed by then.
In March 1827 the “workmen began to demolish the Bridge-End-House” and it was “expected that
the site will be cleared in another fortnight, when the long expected entrance to the new road will be
thrown open to the public.”425
Progress does not seem to have been as rapid as was hoped, for, on 22 November 1827, the North
Devon Journal carried a notice from the Bideford Turnpike Trust, announcing that they intended to
use the next session of Parliament to bring a bill, the content of which included “making a New
Line of Road on the Western side of the Torridge,” and other sections of a new route to
Torrington426.
By 1829 an advertisement for a house in Butt Garden, Bideford, could boast of being “near the
entrance to the new line of road to Torrington.”427
Alison Grant suggests that the building of this New Road to Great Torrington displaced an
established potter Bryant Ching (c. 1768-1848) from his Hallsannery Pottery, whereupon he moved
the business to East-the-Water428. Following Ching's move, it would have been logical for his goods
to ship from eastern wharves. This, however, requires further confirmation, as it is not clear how the
Ching of Hallsannery related (if at all) to the Bryant Ching of East-the-Water.
The East-the-Water Bryant Ching was born in Clovelly c. 1814, to a farmer named Hugh Ching. By
1840, when he married, he was already a potter and living in Bideford. On the 1841 Census he is
listed in East-the-Water, with his wife Mary, just two entries from another potter, Samuel Ching. On
the 1851 census he is listed in Torrington Lane, a potter and coal merchant, employing nine men.
By the 1861 Census Ching employed 6 men and 5 boys. By that time the pottery had become
renowned for the fire-clay ovens it produced429.

421 Fielder, History of Bideford, 1985, 58
422 Rosavear, “Great Torrington Turnpike Road,” 2013, n.p.
423 Rosavear, “Barnstaple Turnpike Road,” 2013, n.p.
424 Rogers, Notes on Bideford, Vol 2 Pg. 95
425 “Bideford” North Devon Journal 9 March 1827 p4 c2
426 “Bideford Turnpike Trust” p1 c3
427 “Bideford” Exeter and Plymouth Gazette 25 July 1829 p1 c4
428 Grant, North Devon Pottery, 2005, 84
429 Grant, North Devon Pottery, 2005, 50
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1827, faltering shipping trade fails to impact ship-building
“Notwithstanding the depression in the Shipping Trade, there are no less than eight Vessels from 70
to 250 tons burthen now building in this town, several are in a forward state, and when launched,
others are to be laid down in their room.”430

1827, a fine vein of culm found in a Barnstaple Street garden
The Royal Cornwall Gazette, Falmouth Packet & Plymouth Journal (Truro, England) reported that
"A fine vein of culm has been found in the garden of Mr. Rodd, east the water, Bideford."431 This
discovery was possibly as the result of Thomas Pollard’s activities.

1828, a wider quay and additional lamps on the bridge
In 1828 a package of highway changes awaited the passing of an act, works such as improvement of
the under road, leading to the gate on the New Torrington Road, and widening of the Town Quay,
would include the following - “seven additional lamps will be affixed on the bridge, on the upper
side, which will prevent them from being broken by the bowsprits of vessels, which often, through
the carelessness of sailors, knock down part of the wall.”432 The widening of the Town Quay would
undoubtedly have made it more attractive, as it competed for users with the eastern establishments.

1828, an Act to establish quay dues
In August 1827 Augustus Saltran Willet, Lord of the Manor of Bideford, published notice of his
intention to apply to Parliament for an act to enable him to collect rates, dues, and tolls, from his
“Quay or Pier on the West side of the navigable River Torridge, but also to set rates of Keyage and
Keelage to be paid by vessels remaining in the harbour of Bideford433. In 1828 Parliament passed
the desired act as the Bideford Quay Dues Bill434. Rogers, in his Notes on Bideford comments on
the act's explicit recognition of the existence of ancient rights, stating 'Keelage was to be paid for
every ship, resting upon sand or soil, “within the Limits where Keelage hath heretofore been
accustomed to be paid in the harbour of Bideford”'435. He also cites the act's statement that whereas
certain authorities “claim to be entitled by several Royal Charters to the Right and Privilege of
Exemption from the payment of any Toll, Rate or Duty whatsoever; be it therefore enacted and
declared, that this Act, or any Matter or Thing herein contained, shall not operate either to the
Prejudice or Advantage of any such Right or Privilege in any matter howsoever”436. The Act thereby
seems to recognise that there where areas of the harbour in which Keelage had not traditionally
been paid, such as seems to be the case for East-the-Water’s wharves, whilst throwing the task of
defining the validity of any supposed historic claims, such as those claimed for East-the-Water, back
upon the courts.

430 “Bideford” North Devon Journal 9 March 1827 p4 c2
431 Issue 1277. 19th Century British Library Newspapers Col 3, Heading London, Monday, December 10-12
432 “North Devon” Western Times 17 May 1828 p4 c3
433 “Notice is Hereby Given” North Devon Journal 24 August 1827 p1 c1
434 9 Geo IV Cap XXXIX
435 Rogers, Notes on Bideford, Bideford Library manuscript, c.1940 Vol. 2 Pg. 98
436 Rogers, Notes on Bideford, Bideford Library manuscript, c.1940 Vol. 2 Pg. 98
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1828, a terrible limekiln tragedy
“On Monday morning last the body of a man called Henry Holwell, a miner, was discovered
burning in the lime-kiln, at the end of the town of Bideford, leading to Barnstaple. It appeared he
had been turned out of a public-house the preceding night, in a state of intoxication, and when
found presented a most appalling spectacle, a great part of the body having been consumed”437.

1829, 111 vessels belong to the port
“Notwithstanding the complaint of dullness of trade, vessels of all sizes continue to be built here ;
we have no less than seven building yards, and no sooner is one vessel launched, than the keel of
another is laid down, and in most instances, sold before half finished. We have 111 vessels
belonging to this Port, employed in Foreign and Coasting Trade, measurement per register 9,215
tons, which give employment to 415 men and boys”438.

1830, Barnstaple Road improvements agreed
Barnstaple Turnpike Trust heard proposals for a series of improvements to the Barnstaple to
Bideford Road. “Mr. Mc. Adam laid before the meeting sections of cuttings and fillings” including a
section for “Saltern's Hill, near Bideford Turnpike Gate.” It was understood that should they be
adopted, then the proposed new road from Barnstaple to Bideford via Instow was to have been
abandoned439.
Mr W. McAdam was superintendent of the Barnstaple Road, upon which he introduced his father
John's new system of road-making440. This was a system of construction using layers of loose
stones, that greatly improved the stability of the road. It was in order to stabilise these loose
macadam layers that Edgar Hooley would later discover the Tarmac system (in 1901), patenting a
commercial application a year later441.

1830, Ordnance Survey maps and accessibility of ports
The 1830 Ordnance Survey Unions map shows the main channel of the Torridge running under the
eastern end of the bridge and then continuing somewhat nearer to the eastern side.
In 1830 access to Barnstaples quays was limited, whilst Bideford was much more accessible.
Barnstaple's historian Gribble stated, in 1830, that “there is sufficient water at the Quays [in
Barnstaple] on spring tides for vessels of 100 tons burden, and four miles down for ships carrying
200 tons- In the "Pool" formed by the confluence of the Taw and Torridge, a ship of war may lie
afloat at low water”442. Contrast that with the ability of East-the-Water's wharf-side shipyards to
launch at least eight ships of over 200 tons, including several of over 300 tons, between 1800 &
1830443.
437 The Times 21 March 1828 London p3 c4
438 “Bideford” North Devon Journal 19 March 1829 p3 c2
439 North Devon Journal 11 February 1830 p4 c2
440 Report From Select Committee on Mr. McAdam's Petition, Relating to his Improved System of Constructing and
Repairing the Public Roads of the Kingdom. Selection of Reports and Papers of the House of Commons: Public
works, Volume 38. 1836
441 “Tarmac” Wolverhampton History & Heritage Website.
Online:http://www.historywebsite.co.uk/Museum/Tarmac/Group.htm Accessed 27 June 2017
442 John Besly Gribble, Memorials of Barnstaple, Barnstaple: Avery, 1830, pg 554
443 Review of tables in Inkerman Rogers. Ships and Shipyards of Bideford Devon 1568 to 1938. Bideford:Gazette
Printing Service, 1947
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1830, Pigot's Directory presents a picture of the trade
“Since the warehousing system has been extended to the port of Bideford, its trade has kept
increasing, and consists chiefly in importing timber from North America, general goods from
Ireland, and coals from the north-west of the country : exporting oak bark, iron and other goods to
Ireland; earthenware, tiles, &c. to Guernsey and Jersey ; linen and woollen goods, cordage, iron,
provisions, naval stores &c. &c. to the colonies in North America. The coasting trade is in corn to,
and general goods from, London and Bristol ; slates, china ware, iron castings, bar iron and limestone from Wales. The principal manufacture of the place is a peculiar kind of earthenware, viz.
ovens, salting-pans, pitchers and other coarse wares. There are in the neighbourhood some culm,
and mineral black paint mines ; the former are becoming very productive, having been worked but
partially, until lately, for nearly two hundred years”444.
The Nobility, Gentry and Clergy in East-the-Water are listed as follows (with indications of their
whereabouts added parenthetically from other records): Admiral Glynn (Torridge House); Rev.
Chris. Passmore (to the N of Colonial House); John Rodd, gent (east of Way's Yard); Mrs. Mary
Willcock (Colonial Buildings)445.

1830, closure of William Taylor’s shipyard at Crosspark Rock
This closure was almost certainly precipitated by the imminent construction of the new road to
Barnstaple, via the shoreline to Instow, for this would have rendered shipbuilding on the site less
viable. It was probably following this closure that a potter was established on Crosspark Rock.

1830, start of an economic slump in the local area
The period from 1830-1844 marked a low point for the economy of Devon and across that period
some 1,500 people sailed to Prince Edward Island from the West Country, the majority choosing
Bideford as their point of departure446. James Yeo's 283 ton vessel, British Lady (built in 1836)
regularly sailed between Bideford and Charlottetown, carrying lumber for Bideford's shipbuilders
and carpenters (potentially including those on the east bank), and returning with goods and
passengers447. Bideford's popularity amongst West Country emigrants as a point of departure would
continue until the coming of the railway provided easier access to Bristol, Plymouth, and eventually
Liverpool.

1830 Colonial Building becomes a workhouse
In Dec 1830 Jane Wilcock leased the Colonial Buildings to the Overseers of the Poor for a year, at
the cost of five shillings. They then used it as a workhouse448. This might be the initial part of a
lease & release property transfer, as Peter Christie notes, in his “A North Devon Chronology”449,
that in 1830 “The old workhouse in Bideford (today's Royal Hotel) is put up for sale.”

444 Pigot's Directory for Devonshire, 1830. Pg. 183
445 Pigot's Directory for Devonshire, 1830. Pg. 184
446 Lucille H. Campey, Ignored but Not Forgotten: Canada's English Immigrants, Toronto:Dundurn, 2014, 51
447 Lucille H. Campey, Planters, Paupers, and Pioneers: English Settlers in Atlantic Canada, Toronto:Natural Heritage
(Dundurn), 2010, 175
448 A brief History of the Royal Hotel. The Royal Hotel. Pg 6.
449 Peter Christie “A North Devon Chronology”
Online:http://genuki.cs.ncl.ac.uk/DEV/DevonMisc/NDJchronology.html. Accessed 6/4/2016.
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1830, Thomas Allom’s etching
In 1832 J. Britton & E..W. Brayley published an account of Devon and Cornwall. In this they report
that in Bideford the streets are “much cleaner than those of maritime towns generally are ; but many
of the houses being of rude materials, and covered with bad slate, or thatch, have a mean
appearance.”450 Accompanying the description is an etching, dated 1830, by Thomas Allom,
showing the bridge from the East-the-Water approach, with a limekiln just below the point where
the Old Barnstaple Road swung into town. The hull of a ship under construction is visible at
William Brook’s shipyard.

1831, apples to Scotland and oak-bark to Ireland's
Exports from Bideford are described as “sails, cordage, and articles of general supply to the
fisheries of Newfoundland, oak-bark to Ireland, apples to Scotland, earthenware to Wales, and corn
and flour to Bristol” with “timber from America and the Baltic, and coal from Bristol and Wales”
arriving as imports.451

1831, Gaol moved to Barnstaple Street
In May 1831 it was ordered at the Bideford Quarter Sessions that a common gaol, to serve the
borough and the manor of Bideford, should be set up. The money was duly raised and the jail
opened up accordingly, in its position adjoining the workhouse. These premises remained as a
prison until 1897, when the present police station was built.”452.

1832, Bideford Town Council established
In 1832 Bideford Town Council were established, but they didn’t get their robes until 1951 when
they were donated by Bideford born, Cardiff businessman McTaggart Short, just one of his many
gifts to the town453.

1832 a new Bideford to Barnstaple turnpike, via Instow
Up until this time the main road between Barnstaple and Bideford had run via Holmcott and
Eastleigh, but in 1831 an existing order facilitating the development of a new road from Barnstaple,
via Instow, to Bideford was rescinded, as it was subject to sufficient being raised for fund a planned
£6,000 development and that sum had not been raised. A revised, and cheaper, plan had been drawn
up, but before that could proceed the original order had to be rescinded454.

450 Devonshire & Cornwall Illustrated, From Original Drawings by Thomas Allom, W. H. Bartlett, & c. With Historical
and Topographical Descriptions. London: H. Fisher, R. Fisher, & P. Jackson, 1832. Pg 50
451 “Bideford” in Samuel Lewis. A Topographical Dictionary of England. 1831
452 A brief History of the Royal Hotel. The Royal Hotel. Pg 7.
453 Peter Christie, North Devon, The Golden Years. Tiverton, Devon: Halsgrove, 2002, 93
454 “To Correspondents.” North Devon Journal and General Advertiser. 22 December 1831 p4 c5
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On 13th Jan 1832 a new order was placed granting £5,000 for “the purpose of making a new road
from Barnstaple to Bideford.” This was the road that would run via Instow and therefore across
Southcott Marsh and various other smaller marshy inlets near Tapley. In march that year the
Barnstaple Turnpike Trust were considering Mr. Buck's response to their letter to him, requesting
that he indemnify the trust against the inundation of the road where it crossed his marshland. Buck
had suggested that he was too frequently away from the area to give attention to the work that it
would require, this work presumably being that of maintaining sea defences. He also stressed that
he had presented the trust with £500, above and beyond nearly £100 worth of land that they had
required from him for the road itself, which sums he considered “ample equivalent for any
advantage he might gain from the undertaking, as well as any risk the trust might sustain.” The
Trustees decided that Mr. Buck's refusal to accept their terms (which were apparently not unusual
for such roads) was never-the-less insufficient grounds for cancellation of the project455.
In Feb. 1832 work began on the new route456.
In Oct 1832 a workman called Pollard was killed at Cross Park, when rocks collapsed onto him and
crushed his skull, whilst working on a section of the new road457.

1832, plans for a Bideford & Okehampton railway
In 1832-3 the Bideford and Okehampton Railway Company submitted plans for roads and a quay at
“Crossparks.” This unsuccessful attempt to develop a line was the first in a series, but has left us
with good quality plans of the northern section of the East-the-water shore, showing limekilns,
quays, and a pottery near Crossparks Rock. 458

1832, Admiralty charts “Bideford Creek” (aka the Torridge)
In 1832 Lieut. H.M. Denham R.N., assisted by Lieut. C.G. Robinson and Mr. E.I. Bedford,
undertook a nautical survey of the north-east coast of Devonshire, between Hartland Point and
Combermartin to a scale of 1:35,000 459. The area charted included the approach up the Torridge to
Bideford, or “Bideford Creek” as the navy called it. Prominent landmarks were marked , such as the
“New Road” from East-the-Water to Instow and the pottery on Cross Park Rock.

455 “Barnstaple Turnpike Trust.” North Devon Journal and General Advertiser 8 March 1832 p4 c2
456 Henry William Rogers. Notes on Bideford. manuscript. c1940. NDRO. Vol. 2II Pg. 96
457 “Barnstaple and North Devon Dispensary” North Devon Journal 11 October 1832 p4 c3
458 Sir R. Lethbride. “The Bideford & Okehampton Railway” Devon Assoc. trans.XXXIV-1902.; “Bideford and
Okehampton Railway.” Exeter Flying Post 20 September 1832 p4 c3-4; Papers (a letter and maps) for the Bideford
and Okehampton Railway at Cross Park are held by the Devon Archives and Local Studies Service (South West
Heritage Trust), ref:R2379A/Z38/67
459 A chart of the north-east coast of Devonshire, between Hartland Point and Combermartin, including the bar and
ports of Barnstaple and Bideford, the harbour of Ilfracombe and Lundy Island, surveyed in 1832, by Lieut. H.M.
Denham R.N. with the assistance of Lieut. C.G. Robinson and Mr. E.I. Bedford. Extracted from the survey of the
Bristol Channel under the sanction of the Right Honourable the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty.
Ilfracombe:N.V. Lee and G.F. Herbert, 1833.
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1833, a plummeting horse, evidence of a new toll-house
The Liverpool Mercury of 28 June 1833 re-published from the Bristol Mercury the following
account: “Thursday last, as a horse and cart belonging to Mr. Lee, of Salterns Farm, Bideford, was
drawing earth from near the new toll-house, on Barnstaple road, the horse backed with the load and
was precipitated over the cliff, which was 44 feet high – strange to say, the horse received no injury,
with the exception of a small cut behind the ear.”460.

1833, the Folly Field sold by bridge trust
The Bridge trust undertook to sell various of their lands to Thomas Burnard, including a “Field or
Close of Land, called or known by the name of The Folly Field, containing by admeasurement 1a.
0r. 38p., in the possession of the said Thomas Burnard, situate on the east side of the river Torridge,
in Bideford aforesaid, and lying at or near a place called Nuttaberry, bounded on the north by Trust
Lands of the said Feoffees, on the west, by the strand of the said river, and on the east and south by
the lands of Lewis William Buck, Esquire.”461

1833, partnership of Hamlyn & Hatherly dissolved
The merchant partnership between John Hatherly and John Hamlyn was dissolved, with the
business subsequently to be operated by Hamlyn alone. The partnership had operated a timber
business in Barnstaple Street, the site of which (now part of Brunswick Wharf) was occupied, by
1836, when Hamlyn and Hatherly sold their interest in the site, it was occupied by the shipbuilder
and timber merchant Thomas Evans462.

1834, the first steamer built on the Torridge
In September 1834, a crowd estimated at five thousand strong, assembled to watch the launch of
The Torridge from Appledore, the first steamer to be build on the Torridge, and a sign of where
things were headed463. The Torridge would help accustom Bideford folk to the benefits of a packetsteamer service to Bristol, a service that would later be provided from East-the-Water’s wharves.

1835, sale of southern end of Brunswick Wharf
A later abstract of title shows the section of the quay opposite the Colonial Buildings belonged to
Jane Willcocks, who, at that time, sold it to Augustus Saltren Willet Cleveland (1781–1849), of
Tapley Park, for £530464.

460 “Varieties” Liverpool Mercury of 28 June 1833 p6 c5
461 “Bideford Bridge Trust” North Devon Journal 7 February 1833 p1 c1
462 North Devon Journal 4 July 1833 p1 c1
463 “Launch of ‘The Torridge’ Steamer” North Devon Journal 11 September 1834 p4 c2-3
464 Peter Christie. “Bideford history . . . with Peter Christie: Brunswick Wharf.” Page 14 in My Town Bideford. Issue
28. North Devon Gazette, July 2015
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1835, death of Chapman, shipbuilder at Cleavehouses
Richard Chapman, shipbuilder, at Cleavehouses, Northam, died in the summer of 1835465, having
been assisted at that yard, in his later years, by John Evans, formerly of East-the-Water. His son
Thomas Evans, who also seems to have started out in East-the-Water, would later choose to
introduce the well known Northam shipbuilder George Cox to his trade by taking him as his partner,
and thereby indirectly bringing Henry Moran Restarick to the area.

1835, Penny Cyclopædia's snapshot of trade
At this time Bideford's primary exports are described by the Penny Cyclopædia or 1835 as “oak
bark, which is shipped in great quantities to Scotland and Ireland, oats, malt, and sails, cordage, and
articles of general supply to the fisheries of Newfoundland.” The primary imports were “timber
from North America and the Baltic, coals from Bristol and Wales, and spices and Tobacco from the
West Indies.” The Cyclopædia notes that “Shipbuilding is carried on to a great extent; there are nine
or ten building yards, and several frigates were built here during the last war.” 466

1835, gasworks constructed, pipe laid under the bridge
In 1834 the Gas Company was promoted467.
On 24 December 1835 the Bideford Gas Works advertised for “a few good workmen, as fitters up
of Iron Works.”468. They were required presumably required for maintenance or finishing off of the
works, which was accomplished “at the cost of £2800, raised in £10 shares.”469 The works stood on
land leased from the Bridge Trust and the mains were run under the Long Bridge470. Gas was first
used on the bridge itself in the 1835471.
At least one history of Bideford cites this gas-works opening date as 1853, but this is clearly just a
simple transposition of 53 for 35472.

465 “Deaths” North Devon Journal 4 June 1835 p4 c3
466 “Bideford.” Pages 387-388 in Volume 4 of The Penny Cyclopædia of The Society for the Diffusion of Useful
Knowledge. London: Charles Knight, 1835.
467 “Bideford Long Bridge” Bideford Weekly Gazette 5 August 1902 p7 c3
468 North Devon Journal 4 December 1835 p1 c1
469 Whites Directory, 1850, 758
470 Frank E Whiting & Peter Christie. The Long Bridge of Bideford Through The Centuries. Bideford:Bideford Bridge
Trust, 2006, pg 13
471 “Bideford Long Bridge” Bideford Weekly Gazette 5 August 1902 p7 c3
472 Fielder, History of Bideford, 1985, 98
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1836, a foundry opens on the wharves
In 1836, Messrs. Paramore and Bodley, of Exeter, opened an Iron and Brass foundry, situated on
what had formerly been Vickery’s Wharf473. By 1838, Parramore had split from Bodley and was
going it alone.474 The foundry seems to have cashed in on the sudden rage for Arnott’s Stoves,
which offered incredible efficiency for their time, but quality control issues and lack of control over
the trade-name had, by 1839, earned these stoves a reputation for exploding475. The foundry
business was offered for sale in May of that year 476, and the site was auctioned off in July 1840477.

1837, the Workhouse leaves Barnstaple Street
In 1837 the Board of Guardians invited tenders for a new Workhouse, to replace that which was
currently housed in the Colonial Building.478

1837, Customs approval excepts warehousing tobacco
The honourable Commissioners of his Majesty’s Customs” approved the Port of Bideford for
“warehousing all goods excepting tobacco and silks.” Commenting that it had a 400ft quay which
enjoyed 17ft of water at spring tide.479 This at a time when, etchings and maps suggest, the deep
water channel lay against the eastern shore.

1838, exceptionally high tides cause flooding
An exceptional tide, greater than for thirty years, was only prevented from inundating the town by
workmen placing clay and planks on the riverbank, nevertheless, all the houses on the quay
suffered, as did some in East-the-Water, to a depth of two feet. Further catastrophe was only
avoided by a shift in the wind to the east480.

1838, notice of more turnpikes East-the-Water
In Nov 1838 the North Devon Journal carried a notice from the South Molton Turnpike Trust
concerning an act that they intended to bring forward481. This included “ANOTHER of such roads
to commence in the parish of Chittlehampton, at or near the three mile post in the present South
Molton turnpike leading from the town of South Molton to Torrington, and to terminate at or near
the east end of Bideford Bridge, in the town of Bideford; and for the building, repairing, and
maintaining, a bridge across the Taw, on the same intended road. ANOTHER of such roads to
diverge from the last-mentioned intended road at or near a place called Salterns, in the parish of
Bideford, and to terminate also at or near the said east end of Bideford Bridge.”

473 “North Devon” Western Times 16 July 1836 p3 c5
474 “Partnershi Dissolved” Birmingham Journal 10 March 1838 p8 c2
475 “An Investigation Into Dr Neil Arnott, MD. FRS.” Online:http://www.hevacheritage.org/victorian_engineers/arnott/arnott.htm Accessed: 4 Aug 2017
476 “To Be Disposed Of” Bristol Mercury 11 May 1839 p2 c6
477 “Desirable Property” Monmouthshire Merlin 25 July 1840 p1 c3
478 “Bideford Union” Woolmer's Exeter and Plymouth Gazette 23 September 1837 p1 c6
479 “Bideford” Woolmer’sExeter and Plymouth Gazette 21 January 1837 p3 c3
480 “Bideford” North Devon Journal 1 March 1838 p4 c3
481 “South Molton Turnpike Trust” North Devon Journal 15 November 1838 p1 c2-3
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1838, Thomas Evans, ship-builder, leaves East-the-Water
In 1833 the shipbuilder Thomas Evans, of East-the-Water, seems to have acquired various property
at Orchard Hill, Northam, including marshland on which he would later establish a new shipbuilding yard. At around this time he also possibly took over the yard of his father John Evans (in
Appledore?).482 In May 1838 he launched the first vessel from his new shipyard at Orchard Hill,
leaving his facilities in East-the-Water now redundant.

1839, workhouse moves from Barnstaple Street, but gaol stays
When the workhouse moved from Barnstaple Street in 1839, the gaol stayed483.

1839, Newfoundland fishing boats serve the clay trade
An article from 1839, on the pottery industry, noted that Wedgewood, in giving evidence before the
Lords, in support of lifting certain restrictions, pointed out the beneficial impact of the clay trade
both for Staffordshire and for those transporting clay, such as that brought from “near the Land's
End in Cornwall” to a variety of places, including Bideford. “The coasting vessels, which have been
employed at the proper season in the Newfoundland fishery, carry these materials coastwise to
Liverpool and Hull,” amounting to a total annual quantity (from Devon and Dorset combined) of
“more than twenty thousand tons”484.

1839, significant exports of corn, bark, and earthenware
Robson's Devonshire Directory of 1839 paints the following picture, concerning Bideford,
“Bideford is a place of very considerable trade, and many of the merchants are large ship-owners,
consequently the quay presents an animated appearance. It is the principal port in Devonshire for
the export of corn, large quantities being annually sent to different parts of the kingdom. Here are
manufacturers of carpeting, woollen clothes, and earthenware, which last item is exported to Wales,
Ireland, and Bristol. Timber being plentiful in the vicinity, ship-building is actively carried on ; and
great quantities of oak-bark are shipped to Scotland and Ireland. The Newfoundland fishery is also a
productive branch of trade.”485.

1839, John Crocker building boats
Robson's 1839 Directory for Devonshire list a John Crocker as a boatbuilder in East-the-Water.
Possibly located near Nutaberry, the business was short-lived, as Croker died in 1842. Aged only
42, his death notice stated that he was a block-maker and boat builder486.

1840, Colonial Buildings' wine cellar becomes a prison
In 1840 the civil prison was removed from Meddon Street to East-the-Water, where, for a time, it
occupied the wine cellars of the Colonial Building (now the Royal Hotel)487.
482 R. I. & S. H. Kirby, Vessels Built or Refitted in East-the-Water, 15 August 2017.
Online:http://www.eastthewater.co.uk/History/Businesses/Ships_launched_from_East-the-Water.pdf Accessed 20
September 2017
483 A brief History of the Royal Hotel. The Royal Hotel. Pg 7.
484 “The History of a Teacup” The Penny Magazine 23 March 1839 p110 c1
485 Robson's Directory for Devonshire, 1839. Pg. 75
486 Kirby, “Vessels”, 2017, 19; “Deaths” North Devon Journal 10 November 1842 p3 c1
487 Fielder, History of Bideford, 1985, 56
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1840, Johnson launched first vessel from his shipyard
By 1840 Thomas Evans had left his East-the-Water to focus on his new yard at Orchard Hill. His
East-the -Water shipyard was taken over by East-the-Water resident, Robert Johnson (17941855)488. In 1855 Robert died and the business later passed to his son John, who lived in Springfield
Terrace489. Early photographs show that their shipyard could eventually build up to three vessels at
once.

1841, first national census carried out
With no street names, and addresses simply given as “East-the Water” this census is less useful than
later ones, but still provides a picture of employment in the area at that time. Turnover between the
1841 and 1851 census appears high, probably because of a mix of emigration and the tendency for
poorer folk, who often rented property as monthly or annual tenants, to move to find work.

1841, an Act to enable further local Turnpikes is passed
In January 1841 an advocate for Barnstaple reflected on the growing network of improved roads
into Bideford: “The people of Barnstaple should not forget that they had no mean rival in the town
of Bideford; its river was far preferable, and if the roads to it were improved, there would be a
strong inducement in some parts of the neighbourhood to transfer their traffic from Barnstaple to
Bideford”490.
Later in that year Barnstaple Turnpike Trust (established in 1763) clearly though it worth
capitalizing upon that anticipated trade, for they brought forward an Act of parliament to legitimise
further Turnpike development involving East-the-Water. The following were mentioned in the 1841
Act:
“The way post near Hele in Tawstock parish to Bideford. Confirmed in the 1865 Act. Now Old
Bideford Road in Barnstaple and then an unclassified road through Eastleigh (SS488279) to
Old Barnstaple Road in Bideford.
Bideford to the bridge on Great Torrington Common. Confirmed in the 1865 Act. Now an
unclassified road through Gammaton Moor and Huntshaw Mill Bridge (SS492225) to within
half a mile of Great Torrington (SS493198).
‘Sticklepath Gate’ in Tawstock parish through Instow to Bideford. This was by the ‘back road’
through Instow. The 1865 Act disturnpiked the back road and added the quay road instead.
Now mostly B3233 from Barnstaple through Fremington, Yelland and Instow to Bideford.”491

488 Kirby, “Vessels”, 2017, 34
489 Kirby, “Vessels”, 2017, 30
490 “Banstaple Turnpike Trust” North Devon Journal 28 January 1841 p2 c3
491 Martin Ebdon, The Turnpike Roads of Devon in 1840. Martin Ebdon, 2014. Page 11.
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1841, American built ships arriving
The scene, in February, on the western quay, provides testimony to the importance of the American
shipyards for Bideford's merchants. The Westerns Times reported it as follows: “Bideford Quay
presents a very lively, gay, and animated appearance—seven or eight large new barques and vessels
that have arrived from America, built for our merchants here, are rigging and fitting out for their
spring voyages. The two largest barques were built at Prince Edward Island, for Thomas B. Chanter,
Esq.”492.

1842, duties on Baltic timber reduced
The prohibitive duties introduced in 1807 had been slightly reduced in 1821, but it was not until
1842 that these duties, which had indirectly prompted the growth of shipbuilding in Prince Edward's
Island, were substantially reduced493.

1842, a slump leads to speculative shipbuilding
Brooks is reported, in the local press, to be building speculatively, following a slump in orders.
“The large and extensive ship building for many years carried out at the Ports of Bideford and
Appledore, is at present very flat and dull, there are no less than between 3 and 4000 tons of
shipping at present upon the stocks in the above ports, the whole we hear (with the exception of
about 5 or 600 tons contracted for) is building upon speculation. We have not heard but of very few
of the workmen that have been discharged from the respective yards, or that only about one shilling
a week reduction in men's wages has taken place in either of the Ports since the winter.-- A most
splendid vessel of 900 tons burthen, will be ready to be launched from the building yards of Mr. W.
Brooks, East the Water, in the course of 6 weeks or 2 months hence. The model and workmanship
of this fine structure are and will be additional proofs of the abilities of Mr. Brooks, the owner and
sole contractor and manager from the commencement to the completion.”494

1842, Woods' plan of Bideford
In 1842 John Woods produced a Plan of Bideford in which he set out the names of many of the
building's occupants. The level of detail is slightly lower for East-the-Water than some other parts,
but never-the-less very useful.

c. 1843, Wood, Pollard & Co. mining
Wood, Pollard & Co. appears to be the earliest company formed for exploiting the Barnstaple Street
culm deposits, as the company, which owned and operated its own lighter, presumably had easy
access to the river.495

492 Western Times, 6 February 1841 p3 c5
493 Greenhill & Giffard, Westcountrymen in Prince Edward's Island, 1967, 25
494 “North Devon” Trewman’s Exeter Flying Post 29 June 1843 p3 c6
495 “Bideford” North Devon Journal 13 April 1843 p3 c2-3
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1843, manure stored at Clarence Wharf
Mr Chanter begins to use a store on Clarence Wharf for the storage of manures. On and off, parts of
Clarence Wharf continued in such use until at least 1884, at which time a manure store there was
owned by Mr. Geo. Heard496.

1843, photography comes to Bideford
An early, possibly the first, appearance of photography in Bideford is attested by an article from
1843 – “Photography. – This inimitable invention for taking miniature likenesses by the agency of
light is now for a few days open to the inhabitants of Bideford, who will doubtless be eager to avail
themselves of the beautiful operation of the art which has ensured the patronage of the first and
most distinguished personages in the realm.”497

1843, Heard’s imports and his loss
In September, in addition to a full load of timber, Richard Heard advertised that his latest shipment
included two young Canadian bears, one of each sex and both of a suitable age for training498. In
October the arrival of his American ship, Lady Sale, Richards master, 350 tons, was far less
welcome499. She arrived in Bideford “presenting a truly melancholy appearance, and a picture of the
sufferings the master and remaining part of the crew must have endured,” for, having sailed from
Bideford on 26th August, a gale had carried away her main top-mast, fore-mast, fore and main yards,
topsail yard and jibbson, together with four men who were reefing the fore-topsails. One fell on
deck, the rest plunged, with the mast, into the water, from which the captain gallantly hauled two.
The fourth, the vessel’s mate, and Mr Heard’s own son, was drowned.

1844, Publication of Pigot's 1844 directory
Pigot's Directory of 1844 lists various traders in East-the-Water, some of whom, by their trade, or
their location in later directories, may be assumed to be on the shore500. They are (with parenthetical
comments being mine):
•
•
•
•

Lang George, school, East-the-Water (an individual so presumably a schoolmaster, the
school would later)
James Vicary, blacksmith and shipsmith (in later directories it appears the local blacksmiths
forge was in Barnstaple Street)
William Blake, butcher (likely to have been in Torrington Street, as later into the 19th C.
there was a butchers shop in Torrington Street, only in the 20th C. did one appear in
Torrington Lane)
John Daniel, a coal merchant (in East-the-Water, also listed in 1853 but no more specific
location)

496 “Bideford Borough Magistrates” Bideford Weekly Gazette 29 April 1884 p5 c2
497 “Bideford” North Devon Journal 9 March 1843 p3 c3
498 “American Red and Yellow Pine and Birch Logs” Woolmer's Exeter and Plymouth Gazette 16 September 1843 p2
c6
499 “Melancholy Shipwreck and Loss of Life” Trewman's Exeter Flying Post 12 October 1843 p3 c6
500 Slater, I. Pigot & Co.'s Royal National and Commercial Directory and Topography of the Counties of Berkshire,
Dorsetshire, Monmouthsire, Buckinghamshire, Gloucestershire, Oxfordshire, Cornwall, Hampshire, Somersetshire,
Devonshire, Herefordshire, Wiltshire and North and South Wales. 1844. [Part 1: Berks to Glos], Manchester:I.
Slater, 1844.
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William Eastman, a coal merchant, based simply at 'Wharf,' so could be in East-the-Water,
but this is not certain.
• Richard Lake, a coal merchant, lime burner, and maltster (likely to be based on the shore for
his lime burning operations)
• Thomas Stanbury, coal merchant
• Edward Hutchings, cooper
• Row & Facey, Steam Mills and Corn Merchants (In 1822 Facey is given as the name of a
lime-burner in East-the-Water, and in 1845 Roe and Facey are linked with sites of operation
later used by WCA Co-Op, so the mill was probably on the WCA building site, and the lime
kiln may also have been there)
• Edward Petherick, Earthenware manufacturers (not yet sure where he was based)
• William Embery, listed under Joiners and Carpenters (for may years the Embery family
were based in Barnstaple Street)
• Thomas Ley, a lime burner (leased property from the Bridge Trust in Nuttaberry in 1839, so
probably based near there. Early paintings suggest a lime-kiln in that area)
• Henry Tucker, maltster and merchant
• William Brook, shipbuilder (at Cross Park)
• John Johnson, shipbuilder (on the Brunswick Wharf shipyard site) [only one other – Evans
& Cox – is listed for Bideford, they were on the other bank]
• Gas Works, East-the-Water – Edward Martin White, manager
• Wood & Pollard, culm proprietors, East-the-Water (later using the wharves)
Several inns or public houses are mentioned
•

• Barnstaple Inn, John Hopgood, East-the-Water
• Ship on Launch, William Elliot, East-the-Water
• Swan, James Plucknett, East-the-Water
• Three Crowns, Robt. Young, East-the-Water
• Welcome Inn, Richard Lake, East-the-Water
In this directory I Baker is listed at New Road (the head office), rather than in East-the-Water (the
yard).

1844, prosperity in search of a rail link to markets
With the prospect of the Taw Vale Railway servicing port facilities at Barnstaple (via Fremington
Quay) and Ilfracombe, the people of Bideford called a public meeting at which they accepted the
desirability of extending a railway line to Bideford501. The meeting was informed that Bideford’s
estimated catchment as a market extended to Kilkhampton in the west, taking in Holsworthy,
Meeth, and Black Torrington to the south-west and south, and extending to Fremington in the east.
A summary of the annual trade of Bideford was given at that time as follows: 10,000 quarters of
wheat; 15,000 quarters of barley; 20,000 quarters of oats; 3,000 tons of potatoes. In 1843 vessels
landed 27,852 tons of coal, 9,169 tons of culm, and 102,600 tons of limestone (comprising 1,026
cargoes). 5,521 tons of European timber were landed and the import of hemp, tallow, tar, and hides
was also important to the port’s trade. A total of 12,475 tons of shipping was registered at the port,
employing over one thousand seamen. Conspicuous by their absence are any mention of trade in
clay, pottery, or fish, such items presumably being of less interest to railmen.

501 “Bideford” North Devon Journal 31 October 1844 p2 c6-7
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1845, North Devon Railway Company issues shares
In July 1845 the North Devon Railway Company published its prospectus in Bristol502. Whilst it
only planned to bring a line to Barnstaple, that increased the pressure on Bideford’s merchants and
officials to persuade a railway company to connect the town to the rapidly growing rail network.
Eventually, this Tiverton to Barnstaple scheme would loose out to the Taw Vale Railway and Dock
Company’s scheme.

1846, Thomas Waters takes over William Brook’s shipyard
In 1846 Thomas Waters (1796-1875) established his shipyard, which would eventually closed in
1871, on the site formerly occupied by William Brooks. By 1947 the site of Thomas Water's yard
was occupied by the Western Counties Association Ltd. and known as Victoria Wharf.503

1846, Taw Vale Railway and Dock Company track laid
In 1846 Taw Vale Railway and Dock Company finally laid its first stretch of track, bringing the
railway one step closer to Bideford.504

1846, Bideford Anthracite Mining Company formed
In November of 1846 a preliminary meeting of shareholders was held for the newly formed
Bideford Anthracite Mining Company505. Their aim was to exploit the seams of culm adjacent to
Clarence Wharf. To get the anthracite to the wharf, an adit was driven into the hillside, entering it in
what is now the car-park of Croft’s Financial Advisors, in Barnstaple Street.
Acworth states that Chapel Park was sold, by a Mr Pollard, to the newly formed company, for
which Pollard would continue to act as agent506. This statement, however, requires further
investigation, as it appears inconsistent with the growing body of evidence concerning the history of
Chapel Park. Newspaper accounts of a later court case, in which Pollard appeared as an expert
witness, identify that part of the mine sold by Pollard to the company lay not at Chapel Park, but
adjacent to Barnstaple Street507. The case being concerned with a for damages arising from
subsidence caused by mining in that area.

1846, a terrible storm distresses Bideford
In October 1846 a terrible storm struck the west coast, the same story being carried by many local
newspapers. In addition to terrible destruction in the west of Wales, there was damage at “Swansea,
Exmouth, Cardigan, Bideford, and Portland,” where “the damage is described to have been of the
most lamentable character. At each of these ports many wrecks occurred, some being attended with
loss of life”508.
502 “North Devon Railway Company” Bristol Times and Mirror 26 July 1845 p2 c5-6
503 R. I. & S. H. Kirby, Vessels Built or Refitted in East-the-Water, 15 August 2017.
Online:http://www.eastthewater.co.uk/History/Businesses/Ships_launched_from_East-the-Water.pdf Accessed 20
September 2017
504 Kit Batten & Francis Bennett. “The Development of the Railways in Devon.” Printed Maps of Devon:1575 – 1837
Second Edition. Online: http://www.printed-maps-of-devon.eu Accessed 21 Jun 2016
505 “Bideford” North Devon Journal 19 November 1846 p3 c1
506 Richard Acworth. "The anthracite seams of north Devon." Pages 117-125 in The Journal of the Trevithick Society,
Issues 18 1991, pg122
507 North Devon Journal 17 July 1856 p3 c2-3.
508 “Awful Storm in England – Loss of life and property” Inverness Courier 4 November 1846, P4 c4
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1846, 60,000 tons of limestone up the Torridge
In 1846 it was reported that 76,000 tons of limestone had entered the estuary, of which 60,000 tons
had gone up the Torridge. Some, no doubt, supplied East-the-Water’s numerous limekilns509.

1847, Richard Heard buys the workhouse
On 2 Mar, 1847 the Guardians of the Bideford Union (who seem by then to own the building) sold
it to Richard Heard, who set about restoring it510.

1848, faculty for use of a church room
In 1848 a faculty was granted for the use of Church Room, East-the-Water, Bideford, for divine
service, the first evidence of a resurgence of the Church’s involvement with the community511.
In the same year A Topographical Dictionary of England reported that “a gaol and bridewell have
been lately built on the eastern side of the river.”512 This may suggest that the gaol was re-built, as
part of Mr. Richard Heard's restoration work on Colonial House.

1848, a mining accident averted
“The miners had a narrow escape from destruction yesterday week. It appears that in digging, they
came across one of the old excavations made years ago, in which a vast quantity of water had
settled: this water, which they had dug under, came through a narrow aperture above, and but for its
timely discovery, would have deluged the mine and inevitably caused serious loss of life. The
operations were suspended for some days in consequence.”513

1848, declining trade prompts emigration plans
The Western Times reported “The state of trade in Bideford is very bad. It is said that a large party
of both the middle and the lower ranks in society intend to emigrate from this neighbourhood to
Australia early next spring.”514 A rough assessment of the population turnover of the families in
East-the-Water’s Barnstaple Street between each major census between 1841 and 1881 suggests it
was usually over 50%, and often over 60%. With such a mobile population and a lot of short-let
property, it is hard to see a significant impact from any emigration, especially as the number of
households remained roughly equivalent in size from 1841 (c. 56) to 1851 (c. 53).

1848, Bideford adopts London time
On 9th Dec 1848, timekeeping in Bideford Post-office was switched to London time, with a
timepiece sent daily to and from London to ensure the 16 minute difference was effected with
exactitude.515

509 “Important Public Meeting at Bideford” North Devon Journal 12 March 1846 p2 c6
510 A brief History of the Royal Hotel. The Royal Hotel. Pg 7.
511 North Devon Records Office catalogue 799A/PI 181
512 Samuel Lewis, Ed. A Topographical Dictionary of England, London: , 1848
513 “The Anthracite Mining Company.” North Devon Journal 4 Jan 1849 p3 c4
514 “Bideford” Western Times 2 December 1848 p7 c5
515 “Bideford” North Devon Journal 7 December 1848 p3 c3
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1849, a productive culm lode found
The North Devon Journal of 4 Jan 1849 carried the following article: “This has been a memorable
week for the projectors of the culm mines worked in Bideford under the above name. A rich vein
has been discovered at last; all former rumours to that effect having, it appears, been premature. The
proprietors will soon be able to supply culm in any quantity, which well be shipped from the quay
adjoining the building yard of Mr. Brook.”516 The quay mentioned here is now known as Clarence
Wharf.
Later in the month it was reported that the Bideford Anthracite Mine was “now in full work, the adit
from the quay having been driven into the north lode: the lode is very large, and the product equal
to the finest culm raised in Wales. The demand has rapidly increased, the consumption being on the
lime establishments on the river; and large quantities are carted to the South of Devon. Maltsters are
eagerly purchasing it for drying malt, by whom it is considered superior far to any supplied from
Wales”.517 This adit appears to have entered the hillside at street level, the former entrance being
concealed behind the old sheds at the rear of the private car-park between Vinegar Hill and Croft’s
Financial Advisors, as some of East-the-Water’s older residents report having once seen its
entrance.
The Barnstaple Street adit carried a tramway into the mine, but its precise extent, and its intended
purpose, are still somewhat shrouded in mystery. Earlier authors, who seem to have considered the
Barnstaple Street works as little more than an outlet for the produce of mines that lay further east,
suggest that the tramway was provided to connect works at Broadstone and Chapel Park to the
quay518. It seems clear, however, from contemporary press reports, that the Bideford Anthracite
Mining Co. were extracting culm from areas adjacent to Barnstaple Street, for they were being
accused of causing subsidence in that area. Moreover, they had tunnels extending under the river,
the only purpose for which would be extracting or locating culm. A prospectus for potential
investors, which describes the extent of the land under which the company had rights to extend their
mine, shows that it did not extend all the way to Chapel Park519.

1849, shipbuilding prospering
In congratulating Barnstaple's Mr. Westacott on securing a contract for a first class 300 ton vessel to
stand A. 1 for 15 years at Lloyds, a correspondent comments “We believe we are correct in saying
that no vessel of this class has never [sic] been built in this port.” They go on to observe “We are
equally pleased to add that, in the neighbouring port of Bideford, the shipbuilding trade is even
more prosperous; for besides shipping now on the stocks, in the yard of Mr. Cocks [sic=Cox], to the
amount of 800 or 900 tons, which is ordered and prepared for the sea, he has just contracted for the
erection of the largest vessel ever built within the bar, viz, a ship of 600 tons for the service of
William Jenkins, Esq. of Swansea.” Cox's yard, which was on the west of the Torridge, was
beginning to outstrip the East-the-Water yards in the size of shipping it could handle520.

516 “The Anthracite Mining Company.” North Devon Journal 4 Jan 1849 p3 c4
517 “Bideford,” North Devon Journal, 18 Jan 1849, p3 c4
518 Richard Acworth. "The anthracite seams of north Devon." Pages 117-125 in The Journal of the Trevithick Society,
Issues 18 1991, pg122
519 R. I. Kirby. Historical directory of East-the-Water traders and civic bodies., manuscript, 2017
520 “Local Intelligence” North Devon Journal 13 December 1849 p4 c4
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1849, repeal of the Navigation Act
The original act of 1651, and a series of subsequent ones to renew its powers, effectively prevented
the shipping of English colonies from trading directly with other countries, forcing them to trade
with England alone, the English then re-exporting the produce. Up until this point English ships had
enjoyed a distinct advantage over those in other sections of the Empire. Graeme J. Milne suggests
“The repeal of the Navigation Act in 1849 was seen by many British shipowners as a devastating
act of betrayal by government, which threatened the very survival of their industry.”521

1849, restoration of a steamer link with Bristol
The North Devon Journal of 15 Feb 1849 carried an article under the heading WELCOMING THE '
WATERWITCH' STEAMER, from which it was clear that the steamer represented a much
anticipated restoration of a steamer link from Bideford and Barnstaple to Bristol. That a grand
public welcome had been planned and attracted large crowds, but that the steamer was delayed due
to technical difficulties and failed to show until the next day. The dinner to celebrate her arrival was
not, however, delayed and many column inches are devoted to the toasts proposed by various of the
50 worthy gentlemen who enjoyed it. Hopes were high that she would be the first of many steamers
to cross the bar in years to come522.
Exeter and Plymouth Gazette of 24 February 1849 noted that the Waterwitch made an extraordinary
quick trip, “being only thirty-four hours from the time she left Appledore port until her return to the
[Barnstaple] railway docks; having in the meantime discharged a cargo of goods at Bristol Quay,
and shipped another cargo of general merchandize at that city for the neighbourhood of North
Devon.”523.
The North Devon Journal of 13 December 1849 reported that the Waterwitch had crossed to Lundy
to retrieve wreckage from the Archelaus, which sank in Lundy road on the 7th 524.
On the 14 March 1850 The North Devon Journal reported that the steamer Waterwitch, returning
from Bristol, “had run ashore on the Braunton side after she had passed within the lights.”525
Passengers were taken by boat to Appledore, and the cargo shipped the next day to Bideford, so she
could be re-floated. The London Evening Standard of 9 Mar 1850 reported a somewhat different
picture, that she was “on shore on the Ware Rocks, apparently much strained, and making a great
deal of water – cargo discharging, and she is expected off next tide.”526. The North Devon Journal
article suggests that the re-floating was successful, that she suffered less damage than expected, and
that the incident had little impact on the volume of passengers and goods using her.
In 1850, “To accommodate persons desirous of being present [at the opening of Lynton Independent
Chapel], we notice that the 'Waterwitch' has arranged to sail from Bristol on 6th to bring passengers
to Lynton; and to return again to Bideford on the morning of the 7th, landing her passengers at
Lynmouth before the hour of the morning service. We have no doubt that many will be happy to
avail themselves of the accommodation. By the bye, we find that the 'Waterwitch' sailed from
Bideford to Bristol on Monday, having on board no less than 140 passengers.”527.
521 Graeme J. Milne. Trade and Traders in Mid-Victorian Liverpool: Mercantile Business and the Making of a World
Port. Liverpool University Press, 2000, 147
522 “Welcoming the Water Witch Steamer” North Devon Journal 15 February 1849
523 'The “Waterwitch”.' Exeter and Plymouth Gazette of 24 February 1849 pg5, col5
524 North Devon Journal 13 December 1849 pg5, col 5
525 The North Devon Journal 14 March 1850 pg5, col 2
526 “Ship News”, London Evening Standard, 9 Mar 1850, pg3, col4
527 North Devon Journal, 1 August 1850, Barnstaple, Devon, England Pg 5 Col 2
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The 1851 Census lists, amongst those staying at the Ship-on-Launch, Barnstaple Street, one Thomas
French, Stoker on the Waterwitch Steamer. An article from 1855 mentions that her berth had been
alongside the Steamer Wharf528.

1850, White provides a snapshot of Bideford's trade
White's directory for Devon provides a snapshot of Bideford's “The trade of this port is still very
considerable; large quantities of timber, hemp, tallow, &c., are imported from the Baltic and
America; wines, fruits, &c., from the Mediterranean; cattle, &c., from Ireland; coal, culm, iron,
flag-stones, &c., from Wales; and marble and slate from Cornwall. The Newfoundland trade is
again revived, and bids fair to equal its former importance.
“The number of registered vessels belonging to the port is 150, of the aggregate tonnage of 12,436
tons. The exports consist chiefly of agricultural produce. Ship building is carried on here to a
considerable extent; and during the late war, several frigates, bombs, and gun brigs, were built here
for the royal navy.
“Steam and sailing vessels ply to Bristol, in connexion with steamers to Liverpool, London, &c.”
“Here are three large potteries, which employ many hands in the manufacture of coarse
earthenware. Here are also several malt-houses, two breweries, a number of lime-kilns, and an ironfoundry.”529
The directory appears to have muddled its facts when it states “at Chapple Park is the valuable
CULM MINE of the Bideford Anthracite Mining Company, lately established, and now employing
a considerable number of hands. A tram road, more than a mile in length, is being made
underground to the heart of the mine.” White's description seems to fit events surrounding the
Bideford Anthracite Mining Company, but evidence from better-placed sources suggests that
company was based on Barnstaple Street rather than at Chapple Park (the area now known as
Chapel Park).

1850, cholera breaks out and the Little White Town is born
In 1849 a major, and lengthy, outbreak of cholera hit Devon, that ran till 1852, resulting in
thousands of deaths530. In the hope of combating the disease, the council ordered tar barrels to be
burned to purify the air, Bideford’s houses to be lime-washed, and the street’s to be spread with lime
ash531.
A correspondent to the local press penned a poem that speaks of Bideford, “Where milk-white
mansions deck the mountain’s brow;” and as “That spot so clean and healthy,” with a footnote
stating that “Up to this time not a single case of cholera has been known to exist.”532
The council’s measures seem to have been largely ineffective, for in 1854 Bideford was the district
of Devon worst hit by cholera, with 46 deaths533. Almost overnight, however, all the lime-washing
transformed Bideford into Charles Kingsley’s “little white town.” The use of white rendering or
white bricks during later developments has preserved much of that whiteness.
528 “Bideford.” 1 August 1850 - North Devon Journal - Barnstaple, Devon, England, pg 8, col 2
529 Whites Directory for Devon, 1850
530 M. E. Brine. “Cholera in Devon” Devon Heritage. 2009 Online:
http://www.devonheritage.org/Places/DevonCounty/CholerainDevon.htm Accessed: 29 Dec 2016.
531 Fielder, History of Bideford, 1985, 63
532 T. S. A. “On Bideford, North Devon” North Devon Journal 18 October 1849 p5 c2
533 Charles Creighton. A History of Epidemics in Britain. Vol 2 of 2. Cambridge: University Press, 1894. Pg 852
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At this time a sewage system was implemented, improving the streets, but discharging directly into
the Torridge534.

1850, construction of gantry over Barnstaple Street
Early in 1850, to moved culm from its tramway to waiting colliers, the Bideford Anthracite Co.
constructed an aerial chute that ran across Barnstaple Street535. So high was the chute and so urgent
the miner’s desire to get the anthracite to market, that falling culm became a menace to the public
and the town council issued the company with a public warning536.
At some point a shaft and pumping station were also installed, on the hillside above the East-theWater quays, between Vinegar Hill and Chudleigh Fort, to lift the culm carts to the gantry.

1851, second national census
This was the first to show, in all cases, age and place of birth details. The section of most relevance
covers “All that part of the Parish of Bideford which lies on the East side of the River Torridge
inside the Turnpike Toll Gates including the Borough Gaol and including the Turnpike Toll Houses
and Nuttaberry which extends Southward as far as and includes the Gas Houses.”

1851, Bideford lags behind in providing smallpox vaccinations
In 1851 91% of children in England were inoculated at birth, in Leicester that figure was only 41%,
but in Bideford just a meager 11%537.

1851, the brig Colina wrecked on Crosspark Rock
In June 1851 the following report appeared “Wreck,-On Friday the brig Colina took in her load of
culm from the mining company's yard east the water, and began her voyage down the river, when,
owing to her not having wind enough to fill her canvass, she went upon Crosspark rock, and the tide
ebbing, left her in a most critical position on the edge. She was then fastened with ropes to the
shore, but about two o'clock the ropes snapped, and she went over on her side, and was
irrecoverably injured. The masts and moveables have been taken away, and she presents the
singular appearance of a wreck in the river.”538

1851, Bideford Black features at the Great Exhibition
In October 1849 plans were already underway for the Great Exhibition of 1851 to showcase the
produce of the world, including, it was suggested, no lesser item than “clays from Bideford.”539 By
the time the exhibition opened in May 1851, Barnstaple Street’s Bideford Anthracite Company had
a display, showing “Anthracite coal. Compressed fuel, moulded in blocks. Mineral black paint, in
powder, and mixed with oil or coal tar”540

534 Fielder, History of Bideford, 1985, 63
535 “The Anthracite Mine Nuisance” North Devon Journal 13 April 1865 p8 c3
536 Fielder, History of Bideford, 1985, 64
537 “Compulsory Vaccinations” Illustrated London News 16 April 1853 p290 c2
538 “Bideford” Exeter and Plymouth Gazette 28 June 1851 p8 c4
539 “Great Exhibition of Industry of All Nations” Bell's Weekly Messenger 22 October 1849 p2 c5
540 The Cornish Telegraph 9 May 1851 p2 c5
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1851, a new town hall and an origin for Shamwickshire?
In the Autumn of 1851 Bideford witnessed two events that, when taken together, suggest a possible
origin for East-the-Water’s self-chosen epithet of “Shamwickshire.”
The first was the culmination of Thomas Evans double mayoral period, with the opening of
Bideford’s new town hall, heralded by a 21 gun salute from Chudleigh fort541. Amidst bunting and
cheering the Mayor, accompanied by a parade of council dignitaries, a brass band, and the children
from two local schools, processed along the quay to the new building. The press report remarked
how the day had gone off with a remarkable degree of political unity.
The second event was the launch, in September, of the re-built vessel Chamois. Evan’s project
would have been closely observed by the shipwrights of Johnson’s yard as they worked on
Chamois, for it lay immediately across the river. But Evans was possibly not held in quite such high
esteem amongst those with a sense for East-the-Water’s proud tradition of shipbuilding. Johnson’s
yard lay on a site which had certainly existed in c. 1717, and had potentially existed since
Elizabethan times, but which had almost ceased to exist when Thomas Evens vacated it to focus on
his ship-building projects west-the-water.

1852, rabies scare
As for any port, Bideford stood at risk of contagion from abroad. Many know about the plague in
arriving in the days of John Strange, but that was not the only time an unwanted pathogen turned up
in the local area. In 1852, a dog was found with rabies (known then as hydrophobia). The Journal
covered the ensuing precautions – “Hydrophobia.--In consequence of a case of canine madness
having occurred in this neighbourhood, notice has been given both by the public crier and hand-bills
in different parts of the town that all dogs found in the streets without a muzzle will be destroyed,
and that parties suffering such animals to go at large would be subject to a penalty not exceeding £5.
We are sorry, however, to add that notwithstanding this warning, many parties seem disposed to act
in disobedience to it.”542

1852, anthracite mine seeks extra funding
“Bideford Anthracite Mine, Situate on the East of the navigable River Torridge, and contiguous
thereto.” offered for sale three £100 shares in the business, to which the proprietor had already
advanced £270. Tenders were to be submitted to Mr Charles Carter, jun543.

541 “Opening of the New Town Hall at Bideford” North Devon Journal 23 October 1851 p2 c1- p3 c2
542 “Bideford” North Devon Journal 15 July 1852 p8 c4
543 “Bideford Anthracite Mine” North Devon Journal 29 August 1852 p4 c2
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1852, the Bideford Extension Railway is launched
By 1842 the railway had reached Fremington, making Fremington Quay a serious competitor for
Bideford’s port business. Attempts put in place more grandiose schemes, and link Bideford to the
main network via Tavistock had failed and there was little sign that Taw Vale Railway and Port
company were likely to extend their route and promote competition with their business. Aggrieved
by the situation, the merchants of Bideford took matters into their own hands. In November 1852
they published the “Provisional Registration” for the Bideford Extension Railway Company, a
company instituted with the sole aim of building the link from Fremington to Bideford544. Head of
the list of directors was George Bragington, Esq., Banker, Torrington and Bideford, Mayor of
Torrington.”

1852, 140 boats and one steamer
In 1852 the port of Bideford (which included Appledore) had about 140 vessels belonging to it, but
only a single steamer.”545

1852, wind and rain render many roads impassable
In November 1852 a spell of exceptionally heavy wind and rain left many local streets impassable,
with the report singling out Torrington Lane [now Torrington Lane and Torrington Street] as
particularly badly affected, with the road completely ploughed up in many places and the sewers
broken up. It should be recalled that, at this time, road surfaces were only protected by compacted
stones546.

1853, Bideford Extension Railway bill progressing
By June 1853 the construction of the North Devon Railway was progressing well and the preamble
of a Bideford Extension Railway Bill was proved in committee. The Bideford Extension Railway
was to be a continuation of the North Devon Railway from Barnstaple to Bideford.”547
Backed by commercial interests in Bideford, the Bideford Extension Railway Co. obtained powers
on 4 August 1853, enabling a broad-gauge line to be constructed548.

1854, Mr. Buck purchases substantial tracts of foreshore
The construction of a line to extend the North Devon Railway to Bideford would, at least were it to
follow a coastal route, necessitate the building of a coastal embankment over much of its length. In
1854 local landowner Mr. Buck purchased most of the foreshore to the north of Clarence Wharf,
including much of the land on which Railway Wharf would be built. Whether this was a move
designed to facilitate the progress of the railway, or simply to profit from it, remains unclear549. As
the land was subject to compulsory purchase it was probably the former, but with the hope that once
the railway was in place the foreshore would become more valuable.

544 “Bideford Extension Railway” North Devon Journal 18 November 1852 p1 c1-2
545 “Bideford” The National Gazetteer of Great Britain and Ireland, 1868
546 “Bideford” North Devon Journal 11 November 1852 p5 c3
547 “Railways” Western Times of 11 June 1853 p5 c2
548 “North Devon Railway” Online:https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/North_Devon_Railway#Parliamentary_battles,
accessed 21 Jun 2016
549 Personal communication, Derek Barnes, 2016
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1855, the Waterwitch’s ignominious return
The Waterwitch’s steamer service seems to have struggled toward the end of 1854 or the beginning
of 1855. An article in the North Devon Journal of 3 May 1855 mentions that a vessel had towed the
Waterwitch steamer back to Bideford where they “placed her in her old berth, alongside the steamwharf. She had been purchased by T. B. Chanter, Esq., to be converted into a schooner, by raising
her fore even with her after-deck. Her appearance was particularly disheveled [sic]; having lain so
long in dock at Bristol, she had scarcely a rope about her.” It also mentions that she had originally
been built to carry mail to France550.

1855, opening of the Bideford Extension Railway (to
Crosspark)
On 2 November 1855, the North Devon Railway Company opened the Bideford Extension Railway,
a line which linked Barnstaple with East-the-Water.
In the autumn of 1855 the first train ran to Bideford station. The town is estimated to have hosted
4000 visitors to witness the event and enjoy the accompanying celebrations, about 300 of which, by
some contrivance, were left stranded on the platform at the end of the day551.
The original terminus, at Cross Park (now the northern end of Ethelwyn Brown Close), extended
into the river to provide room for a station, a quay, and a large goods depot. The quay, later
extended as Railway Wharf, was eventually equipped with a travelling steam crane, which served
for unloading coasters laden with coal and river barges full of locally-dredged gravel,as well as for
loading clay552.
A particularly entrenched local myth persists, that the building of the railway embankments allowed
the construction of the road from Bideford to Barnstaple via Instow. This was not the case, as an
admiralty chart, from 1833, shows that this road already existed long before the railway was
constructed (see 1833 above), the southern end of it even appears on Woods plan of 1842. The
misconception may have arisen from the date on plans produced for the abortive Bideford and
Okehampton Railway company’s scheme.
Within a week of the railway opening the Barnstaple Turnpike Trust were considering the impact on
horse-drawn traffic on their road between East-the-Water and Instow, proposing that the railway be
forced to erect screens to prevent horses being disturbed by oncoming trains.553 The public response,
from a director of the railway, gives assurance that appropriate screens will be erected, whilst
ensuring folk that, until they are erected, “Horses have much more discrimination than you give
them credit for possessing” . . . “to quadrupeds as well as bipeds” of a nervous disposition the use of
the Old Barnstaple Road was recommended.554 Screens still persist on these sections of road.

550 “Bideford.” 1 August 1850 - North Devon Journal - Barnstaple, Devon, England, pg 8, col 2
551 North Devon Journal, 1 Nov 1855 p8 c1
552 Barry D Hughes, “Shipping 7 Ship Building in Bideford” Bideford 500, 2009. Online:
http://bidefordheritage.co.uk/shipping1900topresent.html Accessed:27 Jun 2017
553 “Bideford Extension Railway” North Devon Journal 8 November 1855 p5 c1
554 “To the Trustees of the Barnstaple Turnpike Roads” North Devon Journal 15 November 1855 p6 c3-4
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1855, Torridge freezing over, with nine inches of ice
“The weather was so severe at South Molton that all the streams in the district froze over. The
public gas lamps could not be lighted. The same story came from Bideford, all the corn mills in the
district being stopped owing to the frost. More than once the Torridge was frozen over, the ice being
nine inches thick. Barges were frozen up in the canal”555.

1855, Westward Ho! published
The Rev. Charles Kingsley published his blockbuster novel Westward Ho!, bringing the attractions
of the area to a wider audience. Set in the Elizabethan era, it did much to form lay opinion
concerning the events of that period. The following vivid description from the book's opening lines
has coloured perceptions of the town since the book was written - “All who have travelled through
the delicious scenery of North Devon must needs know the little white town of Bideford, which
slopes upwards from its broad tide-river paved with yellow sands, and many-arched old bridge,
where salmon wait for autumn floods, toward the pleasant upland in the west. Above the town the
hills close in, cushioned with deep oak-woods, through which juts here and there a crag of fernfringed slate; below they lower and open more and more on softly rounded knolls and fertile
squares of red and green, till they sink into the wide expanse of hazy flats, rich salt-marshes, and
rolling sand-hills, where Torridge joins her sister Taw, and both together flow quietly toward the
broad surges of the bar and the everlasting thunder of the long Atlantic swell.”556 This description,
coupled with the book's block-buster status, did wonders for Bideford's status as a tourist
destination.
Part of Westward Ho! was reputedly written in Colonial House (now The Royal Hotel). Some
sources note that, in Kingsley’s day, Colonial House housed the local library and was therefore an
ideal place for a writer to research his book, but, at that period Colonial House was in private
ownership, and there is an alternate account in circulation, which is cited by Snell557. This tells how
Richard Heard, then owner of the house, not only had a personal library, but had also discovered
various documents of historical interest hidden behind a wooden panel in one of the rooms (this
panel, in the Oak Room, is still pointed out today, and is effectively a built-in cupboard, not
particularly hidden, but with its door blended into the décor of the room). Kingsley, who seems to
have been on reasonable terms with Mr Heard, wished to draw upon these documents as source
material for his novel, so, as Mr Heard was not willing for the documents to leave his premises, he
permitted Kingsley to write in the library at Colonial House, whenever he needed access to the
reference material.
Black's Guide to Devonshire claimed that the owner of the Royal Hotel “possessed a collection of
rare works consulted both by Kingsley and the late Mr. Froude.”558 The Froude spoken of was,
James Anthony Froude, an eminent but controversial historian, who had married Charlotte Grenfell,
daughter of Pascoe Grenfell, and sister of Kingsley’s wife559. This Grenfell family traced their
pedigree to Sir Richard Grenville560. Froude, was author of a multi-volume History of England from
the fall of Wolsey to the defeat of the Spanish Armada, published in 1893.
555 “February 1855” North Devon Journal 30 March 1905 p7 c7
556 Charles Kingsley, Westward Ho!: Or, The Voyages and Adventures of Sir Amyas Leigh, Knight, of Burrough, in the
County of Devon, in the Reign of Her Most Glorious Majesty Queen Elizabeth. Cambridge: Mcmillan, 1855
557 F.J. Snell, North Devon. London: Adam and Charles Black, 1906. Pg 121-2
558 A. R. Hope Moncrieff, Black's Guide to Devonshire, London: Adam and Charles Black, 1902, pg 220
559 M.C. Rintoul. Dictionary of Real People and Places in Fiction, London and New York:Routledge, 1993, 571
560 Margaret Farrand Thorp, Charles Kingsley, 1819-1875, Princeton University Press, 2015, 19
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When later (in 1866) facing criticism over Westward Ho!'s elevation of the role of Bideford over
that of Barnstaple, Kingsley penned the following confession “I wrote Westward Ho! without any
access to town records, much more [sic] to state papers, chiefly by the light of my dear old
Hakluyt.” Kingsley is referring to the works of the Elizabethan historian Richard Hakluyt, an early
promoter of the idea of colonisation in the New World. Some other details Kingsley thought he
must have got from the Hakluyt Society's publications561. Those who would criticise Kingsley for
plagiarism might note that his title page only claimed the adventures of Leigh had been “Rendered
into Modern English By Charles Kingsley,” inferring significant reliance on some un-named source.
The simplest explanation for the controversy is perhaps that the document found by Kingsley,
behind the panel, was an old copy of Hakluyt, but that those concerned would rather not advertise
that fact.
Whilst the railway carried clay and culm out, it brought tourists in, drawn to the area by Kingsley's
prose, and accommodated by the growth of his book's namesake village, Westward Ho! The
majority no-doubt, having arrived in East-the-Water, were then conveyed across the bridge to swell
western Bideford’s coffers, or for onward transit. With the advent of the railways, cheaper massproduced goods began to flood into the area, out-competing the local lime-kilns and potteries. Thus,
one-by-one, their fires were extinguished for good.

1856, first publication of the Bideford Gazette
The Bideford Gazette first appeared on January 1, 1856, under the grandiose title North Devon and
East Cornwall Gazette, and Commercial Advertiser562.

1856, screening the Turnpike
On 10 January 1856 the North Devon Journal reported concerns expressed to the Barnstaple
Turnpike Trust, that horses on the Bideford section would be scared by trains563. It was concluded
that horses would get used to the trains, but that a composite screen would be erected, comprising of
various stretches of board fencing, planting, and wall. The wall that still survives between stretches
of the Tarka trail and the road, may thus have originated at this time.

1856, the Crimean War and a Mayor of Shamwickshire
The treaty of Paris, signed on 30 March 1856, marked the end of the Crimean War. A great day of
rejoicing was proclaimed, with many towns organising corporate celebrations. But rather than do
anything systematically, Bideford seems to have simply shut down for the day, and allowed people
to improvised their own celebrations. It may be to this improvisation that we owe the modern
practice of the election of a Mayor of Shamwickshire564, though a later account of an election, and
local traditions about freedom of East-the-Water, hints at this mayor-making having its roots in the
ancient custom of freeman status acquired through guild membership.
561 F.J. Snell, North Devon. London: Adam and Charles Black, 1906. Pg 107
562 Sarah Howells. “Former Gazette offices up for sale in Bideford.” North Devon Gazette. 27 May 2014 ; 29 May
2014 Online: http://www.northdevongazette.co.uk/news/former-gazette-offices-up-for-sale-in-bideford-1-3616786
Accessed 27 June 2017
563 North Devon Journal 10 January 1856 p5 c3
564 1868 is the date of the first appointment of a Mayor of Shamwickshire suggested in Peter Christie's Secret
Bideford, but by 1874 the appointment of the mayor was already being described as “time-honoured,” which
suggests something with more than six years history behind it. Christie may well have found the earliest report of
the title Mayor of Shamwickshire, but a mock mayor ceremony seems to have arisen, or been resurrected, in these
1856 proceedings.
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The recently started local newspaper, reporting on the 1856 improvisation, brings us an early
account of the election of a Mayor of Shamwickshire – ‘Some celebrated the end of war by visiting
other towns, some by taking tea, and some by enjoying the beautiful local scenery, and some by
feasting. But the North Devon Gazette's account of that day, published on 3 Jun 1856, explains
“This was not satisfactory to all however, as some of the more sensitive to these matters took it
upon themselves to elect a temporary mayor, East-the-Water, and decorate his lordship off with
ribbons, &c., and convey him on an elevation up and down the street, giving him an opportunity to
address the multitude, which (considering it was his maiden speech,) was delivered with marked
effect, and was applauded by the disappointed and hungry auditors, – tar barrels were lighted, and
fireworks displayed after the mayor and corporation (pro tem) had retired’565. At least on this
occasion, the election of a Mayor of Shamwickshire may thus have originated in, what seems to be,
a light-hearted jibe against the appointed mayor for his failure, at least in some eyes, to mark the
day of celebration properly, by providing something for the disadvantaged and the poor.
The modern role of Mayor of Shamwickshire is currently an honorary one, accompanied by
considerably more respect than it once was, but the practice clearly seems rooted in a mock mayoral
tradition. Such traditions are more frequent than might be supposed, and most seem to hark back to
the days of limited parliamentary franchise, when the protest election of a mock mayor was a
widespread practice (well known instances include the election of a Mayor of Barthelmas in
Newbury, Berkshire, on St Annes Day, and the election of a Mayor of Garratt at Wandsworth,
London). Nor was East-the-Water the only community in Devon with such a practice (e.g. Bovey
Tracey had an annual mock mayor 566). Geoffrey Holmes suggests that the election of a mock mayor
in Bideford, as with most other mock corporations, arose through “burlesquing the procedures of
the real corporation of the town as a protest against the proceedings under which the body was self
elected567. The newspaper article quoted above would seem to suggest the origins of the East-theWater practice were, perhaps, not quite the same as those elsewhere.

565 “Provincial News. Bideford” North Devon and East Cornwall Gazette 3 June 1856, p1 c1
566 “Bovey Tracey” Western Times 2 May 1857 p7 c1
567 Britain in the First Age of Party, 1680-1750: Essays Presented by Geoffrey Holmes. Clyve Jones Editor. London:
Hambledon, 1987. Pg 144
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In 1861 the election, a somewhat more alcohol-laced affair in November, but with a similar basic
format, was referred to as an “annual custom”568, suggesting that its origins lay further back still
than 1856. The likelihood of the election being a far older custom seems greater, given the
comment, in an article from 1862, that “Even at the present day a house in the Torridge is held to
give an individual an indisputable right to the freedom of East-the-Water569” and “the worthy
shipwrights, who have no doubt all either fallen into the honour of freedom or had it thrust upon
them, have for a long time back exercised a right of putting a ruler over them”570. Early accounts of
the election refer to the Mayoral election being announced by the ringing of the shipwrights bells571,
whilst later reminiscences recall that the shipwrights were often the prime movers behind the event
and the mayor often chosen from amongst the shipyard’s workers572. The practice may thus trace its
roots as far back to a guild-based medieval freeman system, in which the freemen of the guild
elected their own leader.

1856, riverbank breached
In April 1856 a tide rose two feet higher than it had in the prior twelve years, bursting “the bank of
the marsh, East-the-Water, with a noise like the discharge of ordnance, and overflowed the whole
space to the foot of Round Hill. Mr. Berry’s osiers were set all afloat, doing him several pounds
worth of damage” . . . “Mr. Parkin was seen rowing his punt through the street East-the-Water. The
damage done was chiefly on the ground of L. W. Buck, Esq.”573

1857, Sir Gerald Graham awarded the VC
In March 1857 Lieutenent-General Sir Gerald Graham of Corps of Royal Engineers was awarded
the Victoria Cross for his part in an action at Sebastopol, Crimea, on 18 June 1855. Dying in 1899
in Bideford, he is buried in East-the-Water Cemetery574. At the assault of the Redan Graham showed
determined gallantry and heroism at the head of a ladder party, sallying forth from the trenches on
numerous occasions, to bring in wounded officers and men.575

1857, ship-building flourishes, as international trade contracts
Billings Directory of 1857 reports that “ship-building is carried on to a very considerable extent,
and gives employment to many of the inhabitants,” and “the chief of the vessels belonging to the
port are now employed in the coasting trade.” The directory lists clergy and gentry from west of the
bridge, but mentions none East-the-Water.

568 “Election of Mayor East-the-Water” Bideford Weekly Gazette 12 November 1861 p4 c 6
569 The idea being that by living on a boat on the Torridge you became a freeman of East-the-Water. More likely is the
idea that a shipwrights apprenticeship to an existing freeman granted them the freedom, but if many apprentices
lived on boats, the concept may well have become distorted over time. The feudal freeman system pre-dates the
Borough system of administration, so finding it linked to East-the-Water is a sign of the antiquity of the place. At
one time such freedom would have granted exemption from various tolls and charges, and the Local Government
Act 1972 is said to specifically preserve such rights, though, in most places becoming a freeman is now largely a
ceremonial and honorary affair.
570 “Election of Mayor East-the-Water” Bideford Weekly Gazette 18 November 1862 p4 c1
571 North Devon Journal 19 November 1874 - p2 c2; Bideford Weekly Gazette p5 c5
572 ‘Electing “Mayors” of Shamwickshire’ Western Morning News 27 February 1940 p4 c4
573 “Bideford” North Devon Journal 10 April 1856 p5 c5
574 Iain Stewart, 2016. Online: http://www.victoriacross.org.uk/codevons.htm accessed:4 Jan 2017
575 “Victoria Cross” Hereford Journal 4 March 1857 p7 c1
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1857, lime kiln changes hands (Fry to Colwill)
In August 1857 a dispute, Fry v Colwill, was settled at the Borough Magistrates Meeting, settling
the respective amounts of rates due on a lime kiln, East-the-Water, from the former occupant (Mr.
Fry) and the current occupant (Mr. P. Colwill). Fry, the then tenant having quitted at Christmas
1856576.

1857, 60 acres of crops lost to fire
In September 1857, a crop fire, supposed to have been started by a boy playing with matches,
destroyed 60 acres of corn, wheat, barley, and oats, on the lands of Mr. Wm. Turner, of the Bideford
Barton estate577. Mr. Turner, one of East-the-Water’s principal farmers, had lime kilns at Westleigh,
and, in 1869, is recorded as occupying a manure store on the East-the-Water wharves, with 8 or 9
tons of manure stored in it578.

1857, a pickpocket at work on the steam packet wharf
1857 saw an itinerant razor seller convicted of picking pockets on the Steam Packet Wharf, Eastthe-Water579.

1857, the Princess Royal and a Jerusalem Pony race
The 1857 regatta boasted a Jerusalem Pony (i.e. donkey) race on the sands, in the presence of the
steamer Princess Royal, carrying 300 spectators. The local press carried a fairly full account of the
amusements provided at that time580.

1857, storm demolishes the railway goods shed
Despite being only two years old, a fierce SW gale demolished the goods shed at the railway
terminus, a 160 foot long, completely wooden, building, that had cost £300 to erect (about £24,000
at 2017 rates). “The structure was observed to be giving evidence of dislocation, when every
precaution was taken to remove the goods, and the people being timely warned, kept out of harm’s
way. The roof first gave way and fell in, and then the “walls” all came down by the run, so that
there was not one plank left upon another.”581

576 Bideford Weekly Gazette. 11 August 1857 p1 c1
577 “Provincial News” Bideford Weekly Gazette 8 September 1857 p1 c1
578 “Charge of Stealing Guano” North Devon Journal 22 April 1869 p8 c3-4
579 “Bideford” North Devon Journal 16 July 1857 p5 c4
580 "Bideford Regatta" Western Times 11 July 1857 p5 c5
581 “Fierce Gale on Saturday” North Devon Journal 8 January 1857 p5 c3
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1858, the human cost of moving timber
“On Thursday last, a boy named Samuel Dannell, son of a sawyer living in East-the-Water, was
accidentally drowned by the capsizing of a boat in the river. The deceased had been employed, in
conjunction with three other boys named Brooks, Barridge, and Passmore, in removing timber from
below the Railway Station to Mr. Water's ship-building yard; they had two sunken logs lashed one
on each side of their boat, and were thus coming up with the tide, when the rope by which one of
the pieces was attached snapped and the weight of the other log capsized the boat, throwing the four
boys into the water. Two of them were rescued by timely assistance, one swam ashore, but poor
Dannell was drowned”582.

1858, Richard Heard, of Colonial House, retires
In May 1858 notices appeared in the press that successful merchant Richard Heard, of Colonial
House, had retired and handed his business over to his sons William and George, who would now
trade as Heard, Brothers583.

1858, the Long Quay’s trade drawn away
In August 1858, a correspondent reflected “Bideford Quay sadly feels the lack of trade since the
introduction of more facile transit of goods and merchandise.” Lamenting the pitiful state of the
mooring posts on the Long Quay, they commented they were “a disgrace to the much-improved and
widened Quay of modern times, although there may be no shipping to moor to them. The poor
pigeons are deprived of their pickings, consequent on the shipments of grain from the long quay,
1,200 feet in length, whilst the principal trade of the port is gone “due East” of the water. There is
removed the trade of the town, where may be seen throngs of mercantiles and travellers busily
engaged about shipping, or receiving their commodities by itran [sic] of Princess Royal, and
excursionists taking their places or landing on the platform. What a mighty change does steam
effect in the course of a few years!”584

1859, exceptional weather hits the area
Clouds moving in contrary direction were observed. “At Bideford the people thought it was a water
spout. At Fremington hail-stones fell which measured an inch in circumference.” Whilst, Barnstaple
experienced 1.35 inches of rain in two showers585.

1859, a pillar postbox for East-the-Water
The fact that “A pillar letter-box is to be placed near the bridge, East-the-Water” was considered
newsworthy enough to find a place in the Exeter press586. The first pillar post-box in the UK had
been installed in 1853587, some 16 years after the Penny Black introduced the world to adhesive prepayment postage stamps588.
582 “Fatal Accident” North Devon Journal. 11 March 1858 p5 c3
583 Bideford Weekly Gazette 4 May 1858 p1 c3
584 “Bideford Quay” North Devon Journal 26 August 1858 p8 c1-2b
585 “Barnstaple” Western Times 9 July 1859 p7 c5
586 “Bideford” Trewman’s Exeter Flying Post 8 September 1859 p5 c3
587 Paul Wicks “History of British Letter Boxes - Part 1” 2002 Online: http://www.wicks.org/pulp/part1.html Accessed:
27 June 2017
588 “1840 Penny Black Stamp” Harrington & Byrne Philatelic Experts. Online:
https://harringtonstamps.co.uk/index.php/1840-penny-black-stamp.html Accessed: 27 Oct 2017
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1859, the Royal Charter Storm
On 25 and 26 October 1859, the Royal Charter Storm hit the west coast. Considered to be the worst
storm in the Irish Sea in the 19th C, this blow prompted the introduction of gale warnings from the
Met. Office. In the Bideford area “disasters and fatalities were numerous,” with 16 vessels lost
between Morte and Hartland Points589.

1860, another limekiln death
Robert Cade, having recently absconded from the Workhouse to live as a vagrant, sought shelter in
one of East-the-Water’s limekilns, only to fall asleep and be so dreadfully burned that death resulted
shortly after.590

1860, a start to recording of public nuisances
On 2 Feb 1860 the Journal reported that “The Surveyor reported as to the insufficient state of the
outlet sewer, East-the-Water, on the south side of Torrington Lane, and as to an outlet being formed
for the drainage of the houses on the terrace, East-the-Water. – It was resolved that the Board at its
rising should visit the localities mentioned. – It was further resolved that a record of all nuisances be
kept by the Surveyor and be produced at every board meeting.” It was this practice of recording
public nuisances, triggered by the state of the sewers, East-the-Water, that would eventually lead to
the appointment of a Medical Officer for Bideford.591

1860, bark trade moves to Bristol
In 1860 tree bark was clearly still a significant local export, but was now also being exported
through Bristol, as the North Devon Railway saw fit to advertise a change in their price per truckload for conveying bark from Bideford and Barnstaple to Bristol. The new rate would be 12s. 6d592.

1860, first mention of Springfield Terrace
The earliest mention I have yet found of the name Springfield Terrace dates to 1860 when it features
in the announcement of births to two of East-the-Waters most prominent citizens, both then living
there. “Sept. 25, at Springfield-terrace, Bideford, the wife of Mr. John Johnson, of a son.
Sept. 27, at Springfield-terrace, Bideford, the wife of Mr. G. Heard, merchant, of a son”593. Johnson
was owner of the ship-building business on the wharves below, whilst Heard was the Bideford end
of Heard Brothers transatlantic enterprise and driving force behind development of the Royal Hotel.
In 1861 Mr Heard was asking for two gas lamps to be fitted at Springfield Terrace which suggests
that the terrace was relatively new at that point594.

589 “The Storm” Western Times 29 October 1859 p5 c6
590 “Inquest” North Devon Journal 2 February 1860 p5 c3
591 “Local Government Board” North Devon Journal 2 February 1860
592 Woolmer's Exeter and Plymouth Gazette 26 May 1860 p4 c2
593 Western Times 6 October 1860, p5 c4
594 Woolmer's Exeter and Plymouth Gazette 21 June 1861 p7 c1
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1861, terrible gale causes widespread damage
In Feb 1861 a terrific gale uprooted large trees and damaged almost every house in the town. “The
chimney of Mr. Ching’s house, East-the-Water, was blown down, falling across the adjoining house,
through the roof, and falling upon two old women as they lay in bed – both are severely injured”595

1861, carcases in the river
As a result of continual rain, in June 1861, the Torridge was “swollen amazingly,” inundating
surrounding land such that “the carcases of pigs and sheep, trees, &c., have passed through the
arches of the bridge (or crossed the piers) in large quantities.596”

1861, an end to the Waterwitch Bristol packet steamer
On the 28 Nov 1861 the North Devon Journal reported “A great quantity wreck has been seen
floating about the Bay. The stern of the steamer Waterwitch, which foundered to the westward
Lundy some time since.”597

1861, the Salmon fisheries in trouble
‘Articles in the Bideford Weekly Gazette refer to fishing mill dams, fishing cruises, weirs, hutches,
coops and fenders as well as the incongruous ‘privileged engines’. Given the use of nets and rod
and line as well, it is not surprising that an editorial of 1860 in the Gazette describes fishing as a
“war of extermination” and decries the “murderous system pursued here” . . . 'Competing interests
in a hierarchical society meant that while the Salmon Fishery Acts 1861- 1865 were intended to
conserve stocks it seemed to be the poorest whose livelihood was most affected by restrictions.
Capt. R.C. Whyte, conservator of the Taw and Torridge’ . . . ‘had taken it upon himself to destroy
weirs and hutches on the Torridge in 1862'598.

1861, Barnstaple Street improvement
On 18 Jul 1861 the North Devon Journal reported that the town council had received the report of a
committee tasked with considering the improvement of Barnstaple Street by “purchasing part of the
premises belonging to Mr. William Thomas, and throwing the same into the street.” The
compensation of Mr. Thomas was approved, on the grounds that it would “greatly add to the
appearance of the street, which is the north entrance to the town.” 599

1862, bridge widening
In 1862 a committee was appointed to oversee the widening of the bridge, but few details are
available of the nature and progress of the work600.

595 “Terrific Gale” Western Times 23 February 1861 p3 c4
596 “Bideford” North Devon Journal 7 June 1860 p5 c6
597 “Appledore” North Devon Journal 28 Nov 1861 p5 c2
598 Fish weirs: as irritating as traffic-cones? A research update - Chris Preece (Newsletter No 4 Autumn 2002) North
Devon Archaeological Society. http://www.ndas.org.uk/page12.html
599 North Devon Journal 18 Jul 1861 p5 c4
600 “Bideford Long Bridge” Bideford Weekly Gazette 5 August 1902 p7 c3
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1862, launch of Copiapo is painted
A painting of the town (now hanging in the Burton Gallery museum), is believed to show the launch
of Copiapo from Johnson’s ship-yard in 1862. It provides a glimpse of East-the-Water, as viewed
from the south. Lime-kilns are shown at the southern end of the settlement, which may be some of
those mentioned in 1794 by Instead Marshall, together with a tall chimney, possibly linked to the
gas-works. The coal chute across Barnstaple Street and the hillside engine-house are all clearly
seen.

1862, putting up eave-shutes
In January 1862 “the SURVEYOR reported that he had served the different occupiers of houses, Eastthe-Water, with notices to put up eave-shutes, and that many of them were preparing the same.”
Eave-shutes are devices used to improve the ventilation of an attic601.

1862, the American blockade
On 25th March 1862 the Bideford Weekly Gazette reported that this blockade had been considered
in Parliament602. There was clearly still a debate as to whether the American's actions constituted an
effective blockade, at least in international law, but the article noted that “Excluding the small
coasting vessels, who creep about the creeks, the number of ships who have forced either an egress
or ingress is exceedingly small.”

1862, bridge improvements considered
In September 1862 the Bridge Feoffees met with the Town Council to discuss plans for
improvements to the bridge, details of the specification being given in the Gazette's report603. The
stone parapets were to be replaced with iron.

1863, Heard's new quay (Queen's Wharf) constructed
In June 1863 Messrs Heard constructed another new quay on the East-the-Water side. Initially, the
Council were not too happy with this idea:"The Mayor, to start the subject, mentioned that Mr. Heard was building a quay at East-the-Water,
which would project into the river.
Alderman White: Well, he is going to put up a crane.
Mr. Chanter thought the new quay would be a great benefit if the others would do the same ; but if
they did not it would be a serious injury.
The Mayor: Has any party a right to encroach upon a public highway without permission of the
Board?

601 “Local Government Board” Bideford Weekly Gazette 7 January 1862 p4 c3
602 “American Blockade” Bideford Weekly Gazette 25th March 1862 p3 c7
603 Bideford Weekly Gazette 2 September 1862 p4 c3
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“On suggestion by some members, the surveyor embodied in his report that Messrs. Hear brothers
were building a quay about thirty feet into the river.
Mr. Chanter stated that Mr. Heard had bought the foreshore from the Woods and Forests
Commissioners, and had obtained permission from the Admiralty to enclose it. The question was
whether the board have any and what powers to prevent it. The higher authorities said they had not,
but he believed they could not go one foot into the river without the Board's consent." . . . etc.
The overall conclusion was that the Board should oppose the quay, as detrimental to East-theWater604.
The quay is mentioned again in July, ''The Messrs. Heard's Quay, East-the-Water, is progressing fast
toward completion, notwithstanding the interference of the Council, who seem to regard the
“improvement” as an “encroachment,” although the Board of Trade do not think fit to riscind the
permission given the owners . . .'605
From details given in a later trial (that Heard had constructed Queens Wharf about twenty years
prior to 1887), this would appear to be Queen's Wharf606.
The Bideford Weekly Gazette of 29 September 1863, reporting on the testing of the newly installed
steam crane (seemingly Bideford's first), posed an interesting question “The New Crane, erected by
Messrs. Heard at East-the-Water, was partially tested yesterday, in the unloading of a cargo of
freestone for the Church, from Mr. Down's vessel, the Fidelity. Blocks of two, three, or four tons,
were lifted with the greatest ease and quickly landed on the Quay. Half the number of hands, it is
said, can do in a day or two with the crane, as much work as could be done in a week under the old
system. Do the Local Board still call the Quay an obstruction and a nuisance?”607

1863, Shamwickshire, chamois, oysters, and Irishmen
The origin of East-the-Water’s other name, “Shamwickshire” has been much disputed. Local
traditions, ranging from the plausible to the bizarre, circulate freely, including:
•

It was the shire with a sham, or mock mayor (referring to the local practice of electing a
burlesque or mock version of the real thing;

•

That ‘shammy’ was a local name for the oyster that grew on East-the-Water’s shore and that
the name comes from that;

•

That the name comes from a local abundance of deer known as chamois (the chamois is
more usually understood to be a type of antelope native of the mountains of Europe).

604 Bideford Weekly Gazette 2 June 1863 p4 c2-3
605 “Bideford” North Devon Journal, Barnstaple, Devon, England 9 July 1863, p5 c5
606 North Devon Journal of 20 January 1887 p7 c1-2
607 “The New Crane” Bideford Weekly Gazette 29 September 1863 p4 c1
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A report of the mock mayoral election of 1863608 uses a version of the name that may point toward a
far more logical explanation. The report refers to the “Mayor of Shammockshire,” a name
occasionally also found in later periods. Whilst Shammockshire might, at first, seem as elusive as
Shamwickshire, it is a perfectly plausible corruption of Shamrockshire, a colloquial name for
Ireland609. Indeed, in 1880 one correspondent actually referred to “East-the-Water, known as
Shamrockshire.”610 From the time of Sir Richard Grenville, Bideford had always had a particular
involvement in Ireland and in the early 18th and early 19th C. an Irish family by the name of Buck
had arrived, as wealthy incomers to the area. These Irish immigrants came to dominate local
politics, with Lewis William Buck (1784-1858) appointed seven-times as mayor of Bideford and for
18 years MP for North Devon. Buck was, perhaps, the particular posthumous target of the ironic
name Shammockshire, but the modern Shamwickshire, divorced of mocking overtones, is a far more
suitable nickname for the community.

c. 1863, Tedrake publishes his photo study of Bideford
Around 1863, local photographer Thomas Tedrake published a series of six photographic studies of
parts of Bideford. These included one that showed Johnson’s shipyard, with all three slipways in
use, the New London Inn the Long Bridge prior to the improvements started in 1864611.

1864, impact of action to protect salmon
“It is reported that there are a greater number of salmon up the river than has been known for years
and it is stated that they are in larger numbers higher up the river and in smaller branch rivers than
they have ever been – a proof that the new Salmon Act is doing good”612.

1864, resolution to purchase foreshores
The North Devon Journal of 3 March 1864 carried the following account of a resolution adopted by
the local Board: “A letter was read from the Secretary of the Gas Company, asking if the authorities
would purchase the foreshore of the Bridge property at East-the-Water, and if not, whether they
would allow the Gas Company to buy it – The Feoffees had recommended that the foreshores be
purchased by the Bridge and Council. The recommendation was adopted.”613.

1864, start of bridge improvements
Between 1864 and 1866 the roadway of the Long Bridge was widened, the new construction using
iron, most obviously in the parapets614. The work widened it by 10 feet, by the addition of foot-paths
on each side, at a cost of £5,000615.

608 “Bideford” North Devon Journal 19 November 1863 p8 c2
609 E.g. the of 17 Dec 1808 carried an anecdote (“Miscellaneous”, p4 c3), with the following punchline ‘the patience of
the officers being exhausted, they insisted that a native of shamrockshire should explain. – “Och, dear Gentlemen,”
said Paddy, “I make pegs for a slater!”’
610 E.g. “Randon Rockets” North Devon Journal 25 November 1880 p6 c4
611 Talk given by Peter Christie, on the history of photography in North Devon, at the Burton Art Gallery, Bideford, 15
July 2017
612 "Salmon in the Torridge" Bideford Weekly Gazette 16 February 1864 p4 c1
613 “Bideford: Quays East-the-Water” North Devon Journal 3 March 1864 p8 c1
614 Frank E Whiting & Peter Christie. The Long Bridge of Bideford Through The Centuries. Bideford:Bideford Bridge
Trust, 2006, pg 14-15
615 “Bideford” Kellys Directory, 1902
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Kelly's Directory of 1902 states that the bridge was, in 1865, “widened 10
feet by adding foot-paths on each side, at an expense of £5,000.”

1864, obstructed access to the shore comes to court
There used to be several public access points to the East-the-Water shore upstram of the bridge, but
over the years they seem to have succumbed to private encroachment. From time to time feelings
over the issue would erupt into litigation. For example, in 1864 Mr George Heard was summoned
“”for having deposited a quantity of rubbish on a certain passage, street, road, or common highway,
leading to the Beach or Strand, between the premises of Mr.Richard Heard and Mr. Hutchings and
others on the east side of the river Torridge,” and accused of “obstructing a public thoroughfare,
over which the public have had uninterruptedly a lasting right of way.” The public road in question
rad down to the shore roughly as a continuation of Torrington Lane, and was later known as the
School slip. The bench found against Mr. Heard, who promised to appeal.616

1865, Lady of the Manor's quay extended
In February 1865 it was reported that “the Lady of the Manor has in progress the extension of her
quay.” It would appear that Mr. Johnson's yard was thus being extended to incorporate the area
formerly occupied by Thomas Ley's wharf, extending the yard southward to occupy the area
between Johnson's original shipyard and the Bridge Trust property adjacent to the bridge, as the
extension would “terminate at the beginning of the Bridge Trust Quay, outside the bakery adjoining
the bridge, in line with the first cutwater thereof”617.

1865, Bideford Anthracite Co. wound up and gantry removed
In April 1865 the Woolmer’s Exeter and Plymouth Gazette reported – "The anthracite mine at
Bideford, East-the-Water has been closed in consequence of the working being unprofitable, and the
affairs of the company are to be wound up. The removal of the works including the wooden tram
bridge, which was justly regarded as a disfigurement to the town has given much satisfaction."618

1865, failure of the Torrington Agricultural Bank
June 1865 saw the failure of the Torrington Agricultural Bank, of which George Braginton was the
major partner619. Bragington, who had once done so much to drive forward business in East-theWater, was left bankrupt. The timing of the failure served to amplify its effect – “The farming class
constitute the bulk of the depositors, and most of them have much larger amounts than usual in the
bank, in consequence of the late May fair, it being customary to deposit the money realised by the
sale of produce there until rent day. The blank amazement and horror which were seen on the faces
of many who were thus deprived of their all, were most sad to witness”620.

616 “Bideford Town Hall” Western Daily Mercury. 2 March 1864 p4 c1-2
617 “Bideford Improvements” North Devon Journal 2 February 1865 p5 c3-5
618 "Bideford" Woolmers Exeter and Plymouth Gazette 13 April 1865 p6 c1
619 “The Bank Failure at Torrington” Devizes and Wiltshire Gazette 1 June 1865 p3 c2
620 “The Bank Failure at Torrington” Devizes and Wiltshire Gazette 1 June 1865 p3 c2
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1865, sale of Clarence Wharf and mine equipment
In August 1865 Clarence Wharf was offered for sale, together with the old mining company’s
offices, William Row, a Culm Yard, a malt-house, and the garden containing the anthracite mine’s
old engine-house.621

1865, Miss Mock’s extraordinary abstinence
In February 1865, the North Devon Journal reported the extraordinary case of Miss Mock, daughter
of the Foreman at Johnson’s Shipyard. Having commenced medical treatment some ten months
previous, for a condition that made eating difficult, she had come to a point after four months of a
reduced diet where she is said to have abstained from food completely, having apparently eaten
nothing for the past six months.622

1865, Local Board decide a Medical Officer is needed
Conditions in some of East-the-Water’s smaller terraces were clearly cramped by modern standards.
The general condition of some of Bideford’s poorer housing stock was clearly concerning the local
board. Things came to a head when ‘The Inspector of Nuisances reported that he had found 12
houses without efficient drains and water closets. The report revealed a very bad state of things in
some localities, these houses being not only without efficient drains, &c., but without gardens and
courtelage, or, as the Inspector worded it, "without a backdoor." The Mayor considered the Board
ought to see that this matter was attended to, and the only way they could go to work was by the
appointment of a medical officer. Mr. Abbott wanted to know, supposing the property did not admit
of a courtelage being made, was the house to be knocked down on account of that? The Mayor: Yes,
if it is unfit for human habitation, and cannot be made so." . . . "The Surveyor said that the sewage
from the twelve houses spoken of is thrown into the street, and often fouls the grating." The Board
decided to consider the appointment of a medical officer at the next meeting."623

1865, timber blocking the road to the gasworks
The Bideford Weekly Gazette reported "Complaints having been made of the road leading to the
Gas Works being obstructed by timber, it was ordered that the Surveyor do give the necessary notice
for its removal."624

1865, Pollard advocates some changes
After topping the poll for new councillors, Mr. Thomas Pollard, of East-the-Water, addressed the
crowd to share something of his vision for the town625. He advocated following Liverpool’s
example, by borrowing money to make the public improvements that would attract growth,
consultation of the public and respecting their view in all matters of major expenditure, extension of
the quay and the removal of it, and the market, from private hands, filling over of the potter’s pill
constructing a park for the people, establishing good water supplies by constructing a reservoir on
Gammerton Moor.

621 “Freehold Property” Bideford Weekly Gazette of 1 August 1865 p1 c1
622 “Extraordinary Case of Abstinence From Food” North Devon Journal 2 February 1865 p5 c3
623 "Local Board" Bideford Weekly Gazette 6 June 1865 p4 c2
624 "Local Board" Bideford Weekly Gazette 6 June 1865 p4 c2
625 “Municipal Election (Yesterday)” North Devon Journal 2 November 1865 p5 c5-6

Last updated 9 Sep 2018

Page 123 of 177

© R I Kirby

Historical Notes relating to Bideford's East-the-Water Shore

1865, failure of the Torrington Agricultural Bank
June 1865 saw the failure of the Torrington Agricultural Bank, of which George Braginton was the
major partner626. Bragington, who had once done so much to drive forward business in East-theWater, was left bankrupt. Many farmers banked with his enterprise and they were badly hit (for
many their annual rents were about to fall due and they had banked most of their profits from the
May markets in order to pay them).

1865, anthracite company sell Clarence Wharf
In April 1865 the Anthracite Company’s closed down627.In August 1865, the courts finally
condemned the gantry over Barnstaple Street as a public nuisance and ordered its removal, but by
then the recently-closed company had already removed it. The wharf and the mine machinery was
sold off as well628. The advertisement mentions that the railway would cross the site, which may be
one reason why the company decided to close.
In 1873, an article on coal mining in North Devon mentioned that 'Nearly fifty years ago Mr.
Thomas Pollard, the owner of the “Black Paint and Anthracite Mine,” opened up an old working at
Chapel Park, about a mile from the town. It was worked by the “ Bideford Anthracite Company,”
which lost considerably by the undertaking ; and some six or seven years ago the company wound
up'629. This correspondent may have confused Chapel Park and the Barnstaple Street mine, as
Chapel Park does not appear to have changed hands at this time.

1866, Johnson's builds the first trawler for the Bideford Deep
Sea Fishery Company
In the early 19th C, Brixham developed an improved trawler design, known for its graceful lines,
strength, and speed, it was capable of carrying fisheries into deeper water. The deep sea fishery had
been born, but it would take Bideford a while to catch onto it. From 1854 Cox’s Cleave Houses
shipyard (on the western shore where Riverside Close now stands) had been producing vessels of
up to 1,220 tons, but the East the Water ship-builders specialised in smaller vessels, with Johnson’s
yard producing boats of 100-430 ton capacity630. Boats for deep sea fishing fell into this latter class.
In December 1865, at a meeting of the shareholders of a newly formed venture “for developing the
deep sea fisheries of the Bristol Channel.” The company had raised enough money for their first
first vessel and resolved to raise the share capital to fund a second.631

626 “The Bank Failure at Torrington” Devizes and Wiltshire Gazette 1 June 1865 p3 c2
627 "Bideford" Woolmers Exeter and Plymouth Gazette 13 April 1865 p6 c1
628 “Freehold Property” Bideford Weekly Gazette 1 August 1865 p1 c1; "Bideford, Devon" Bideford Weekly Gazette
15 August 1865 p1 c2
629 North Devon Journal 3 April 1873 p7 c2
630 Inkerman Rogers. Ships and Shipyards of Bideford Devon 1568 to 1938. Bideford:Gazette Printing Service, 1947
631 “Bideford” Western Times 22 December 1865 p7 c3
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On the 24 April 1866 “H.”, a correspondent to the North Devon Journal, likened the feeling of
Bidefordians on fish, to those of the Ancient Mariner on water. They had '“fishes, fishes,
everywhere,--nor any fish to eat,” except an occasional thornback or plaice which is not worth
sending away.”'632 It was primarily to address that local desire for fish that the Bideford Fishery
Company was formed. The correspondent noted that “One smack has been bought already, to be
used as a tender, &c., and a new and larger vessel, completely fitted, will be launched at the next
spring tides, from Mr. Johnson's yard.”
In May 1866, Johnson's yard at East-the-Water launched the Dolphin, the first trawler for the
Bideford Deep Sea Fishery Company633. A month later the people of Bideford began to enjoy the
fruits of this new venture634.
The Dolphin landed her first catch at Peppercombe, from whence it was carted to Bideford and sold
by auction, with soles reaching 8½ d per pound635. The company was not, however, to prove a
success, for by July 1867 it was in liquidation, the Dolphin sold to Capt. Twynham for £610, with
and Mary Jane realising a further c. £72

1866, Bideford’s main bank closes its doors
On 15 May 1866, the local press reported the suspension of the English Joint Stock Bank the
previous Friday.636 Better known in its earlier incarnation of Harding, Yelland, Evans, Yeo, and Co.,
the private firm had been established in the town since 1844, but following the crash of Braginton’s
Bank at Torrington, they had merged with several other banks on 30 June 1865 to become the
English Joint Stock Bank Company, a public company. The old firm had been considered “safe as
the Bank of England” and, upon the news that it had closed its doors spreading, “tradesmen were
seen with blank dismay and alarm depicted on their faces, hurrying on all sides to the Bank in the
High Street, to have their hopes blasted and their fears realized.” The report suggests that most of
Bideford’s traders transacted their business with the bank, but that, fortunately, Bideford was the
banks only West-country branch, so most of the financial burden would fall upon just the one town.
The Evening Standard was more circumspect, suggesting that the bank was believed to have
adequate assets to meet its liabilities637.
In June 1866 the North Devon Journal reported that the Stock Exchange had announced that a first
dividend of 8s in the £ was likely to be paid some time in August638.

1867, cheap labour gives Bideford's shipbuilders an edge
An article on Torridge-side shipbuilding extolled the ability of the yards to compete with any in the
land for cost efficiency, attributing this to the various yard's extensive use of apprentices, who
earned only 3s to 7s a week, a much cheaper rate than was charged by fully qualified journeymen639.
The article also noted a recent slump in orders, which, coupled with a lack of appetite for
speculative building, was depressing the local economy.
632 “The Bideford Fishery Company” North Devon Journal 24 April 1866 p3 c2
633 “Launch” Bideford Weekly Gazette 1 May 1866 p4 c2; “North Devon Fifty Years Ago" North Devon Journal 20
January 1916 p3 c3
634 “Bideford” Western Times 15 June 1866 p5 c5
635 “Bideford” Western Times 22 May 1866 p3 c4
636 “Suspension of Payment By The Bideford Joint Stock Bank. – Great Excitement.” North Devon Journal 15 May
1866 p2 c4-5
637 North Devon Journal 15 May 1866 p2 c3 North Devon Journal
638 “The Bideford Bank Failure” North Devon Journal 14 June 1866 p8 c2
639 “Shipbuilding in North Devon” North Devon Journal 14 February 1867 p8 c5
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1867, passing of the British North America Act
On July 1, 1867 the passing of the British North America Act brought about a union of the
provinces of Canada (as new provinces Ontario and Quebec), Nova Scotia and New Brunswick,
bringing Canada into existence640. Other provinces later accreted to this newly formed country, such
as Prince Edward Island (in 1873) and Newfoundland (in 1949).

1867, Clarence Wharf comes up for sale
In November 1867 Johnson appears to have owned a portfolio of property, formerly owned by
Henry Tucker, for he offered that ship-builder's house for auction, along with a walled garden, part
of which was later used by the railway extension, three cottages off Barnstaple Street, and Clarence
Wharf641. At which time the facilities on Clarence Wharf are said to be occupied by one “Mr. Mills,”
probably Mr. James Mills, a Bideford Merchant, whose name elsewhere crops up in connection
with that of Johnson, and for whom Johnson built several vessels642. The notice for the auction adds
that Clarence Wharf, whilst it contained 158ft in length and 154 in breadth, could be extended 50
feet toward the river, by purchasing a portion of beach from the Crown, which could be obtained on
reasonable terms.

1867, The Bethel is established in a loft
In 1867 a group of like-minded Christians established the Bethel, a body of believers that would go
on to build the Bethel Chapel in Torrington Street. The newspaper report of their anniversary
celebrations provides some background on their early days643. It recounts how “Mr C. Palmer, who
must be regarded as the originator of the movement, gave an account of the establishment of the
Bethel. He said that the need for a place of worship on the East side of the river had been felt for
many years, and many attempts had been made to supply that want, but apparently without success,
until the heart of Mr. George Heard was moved to generously offer the use of the large and
commodious room in which they were then assembled.” He went on to record how the opening
sermon was preached on 10 February 1867, attendances had been good on Sundays and a weekly
prayer meeting had been established. He noted that “The Bethel was a thoroughly unisectarian
mission, and all helpers were welcomed who held the Word of God as the standard of faith and
practice, and whose hearts were in sympathy with rival works.” Amongst those who also delivered
earnest and appropriate addresses appears a name that would later become especially linked with
the Bethel, that of Restarick.

1867, local liquidations, deep sea fishing and Bryant Ching
In the same week in 1867, both the Deep Sea Fishery Company and Bryant Ching went into
liquidation644. By the 1871 Census Bryant Ching was no longer living near to his works, but was at
4 Eastbourne Terrace, Northam. Still listed as a potter, he did not declare employing any staff.

640 “British North America Act, 1867 - Enactment no. 1.” Department of Justice, Government of Canada.
Online:http://www.justice.gc.ca/eng/rp-pr/csj-sjc/constitution/lawreg-loireg/p1t11.html Accessed 27 June 2017.
641 “Bideford, Devon” North Devon Journal 28 November 1867 p1 c1
642 R. I. & S. H. Kirby, Vessels Built or Refitted in East-the-Water, 15 August 2017.
Online:http://www.eastthewater.co.uk/History/Businesses/Ships_launched_from_East-the-Water.pdf Accessed 20
September 2017
643 “The Religious Movement at East-the-Water” North Devon Gazette 18 February 1868 p4 c2
644 “Bideford” North Devon Journal 11 July 1867 p8 c1
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1868, Cox and son’s bankruptcy
In January 1868 the failure of the English Joint Stock Bank, in 1866, claimed further high-profile
casualties, in the shape of two Bideford-based shipbuilders, George Cox and his son John, who had
incurred heavy losses when the failure of the bank left them with out access to the capital they
needed to finance the continued work on £60,000 worth of contracts, including five vessels for a
Mr. Bath of Swansea, resulting in a temporary cessation of work on the vessels and a consequent
loss. At the time of their petition for Bankruptcy the Cox’s joint estate was indebted to George
Heard for £200, primarily for timber that had been supplied, and there was much argument over
whether Mr. Heard’s men had sought to remove assets from the Cox’s yard before or after the
bankruptcy petition had been filed (and Heard was was not the only person whose actions were
subject to such scrutiny), but the judge found that there had been no impropriety.645

1868, a launch from Johnson’s yard damages the bridge
On 18th January the G. A. Preston, a vessel launched from John Johnson's shipyard, inclined to one
side whilst leaving the slipway and collided violently with the bridge646, causing damage for which
£28 3s, 2d. in damages were awarded in a later court case647. Some historian seems to have
transposed 1886 (the date when this shipyard closed) for 1868, after which many Bidefordians came
to believe that the last ship to be launched from East-the-Water had collided with the bridge.

1868, Johnson leases foreshore at Clarence Wharf
On 27 July 1868 a formal notice was issued, that an application had been received by the Board of
Trade, as managers of the rights of the Crown in the foreshore, from “Mr. John Johnson, of Eastthe-Water, Bideford,” wishing to lease the Crown’s rights and interests in a portion of foreshore
adjoining Clarence Wharf, Bideford.648
In August 1868 the Board of Trade alerted the Local Government Board to Mr. Johnson's
application to lease a portion of foreshore adjoining Clarence Wharf. The Local Board decided to
request more information as to Johnson's plans649.

1868, purchase of property to widen Barnstaple Street
In December 1868 the setting back, of Mr. Johnson's old house, was agreed with Mr. Lock, the
steward to the Lady of the Manor, with the payment to be £65650.

1868, a snapshot of trade
“The principal traffic is coastwise, but some of the vessels are engaged in the foreign and colonial
trade. The chief exports are oak bark, earthenware, linens, woollens, sail-cloth, cordage, iron, corn,
&c., to London and other large towns on the coast. Timber, coal, and lime are imported. A large
number of boats are employed in the fishery.”651
645 “Bankruptcy Court” Western Times 10 January 1868 p8 c3-4
646 “An Unsuccessful Ship Launch” Bideford Weekly Gazette 14 January 1868 p4 c1; Bideford Weekly Gazette 21
July 1868 p4 c4
647 Bideford Weekly Gazette 21 July 1868 p4 c4
648 “The Foreshore of Bideford” Bideford Weekly Gazette 4 August 1868 p4 c7
649 “Foreshore and the Late Encroachments” Bideford Weekly Gazette 11 August 1868 p4 c3
650 “Bideford Local Government Board” Bideford Weekly Gazette 1 December 1868 p4 c3
651 “Bideford” The National Gazetteer of Great Britain and Ireland, 1868
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1869, two die as barges are swamped on the Torridge
On 19th March 1869 a severe gale hit North Devon with destruction to property and loss of life. “At
Bideford, the bargemen on the river suffered considerably [from a gale]. Eight barges laden with
limestone left Appledore for Bideford shortly after seven o’clock on Friday evening, when the gale
was at its height, and so great was the swell in the river that all of them were suddenly swamped,
and the crews left struggling in the water. As the barges were near the shore, the crews, with the
exception of those of one barge, got safely ashore.” The two man crew of the ill-fated barge were
both lost.652

1869, serious flooding in Bideford
Gales caused a tidal surge, sufficient to do damage to houses on the Quay at Appledore (where a
schooner mounted the quay), breach the pebble ridge (completely inundating Northam Burrows),
and necessitate the use of boats in one or two of Bideford's streets

1869, Johnson’s dry dock at Clarence Wharf
On 4 August 1868 the Bideford Weekly Gazette (“The Foreshore of Bideford” p4 c7) carried an
official notice that Mr John Johnson, of East-the-Water, had applied to the board of trade to lease
the rights of the crown in a certain portion of the Foreshore adjoining Clarence Wharf, at
Bideford653. At this point no hint is given of what Johnson intended for this foreshore.
The North Devon Journal of 9 December 1869 reported that a special meeting of the Town Council
was held to consider Mr Johnson's application to construct a dry dock, an application to purchase
the necessary foreshore having already been made to the Board of Trade. A plan was produced and
unanimously approved, as the council considered that “carrying it out would effect a public
improvement, and be beneficial to the navigation of the river.”654
Johnson's dry dock was subsequently used, between 1869 and 1870, for Johnson's work on
converting the Pace into the Lady Gertrude655.

1870, the 850 ton Lady Gertrude is launched
The Lady Gertrude, whilst the largest vessel known to have been launched from East-the-Water,
was not built there. The Austrian barque Pace had been wrecked off Westward Ho! in December,
1868. The hull was then purchased while embedded in the Northam Sands. Using the dry dock at
Clarence Wharf, Johnson’s men substantially repaired and completely refitted her, before she was
launched in May 1870 as the 850 ton Lady Gertrude656.

652 “Devonshire” Royal Cornwall Gazette 25 March 1869 p6 c4
653 “The Foreshore of Bideford” Bideford Weekly Gazette, 4 August 1868, p4 c7
654 “Town Council,” North Devon Journal, 9 December 1869, p8 c1
655 “Ship Launches” Bideford Weekly Gazette 22 March 1870 p4 c2
656 “Ship Launches” Bideford Weekly Gazette 22 March 1870 p4 c2; “Bideford” Exeter and Plymouth Gazette 25
March 1870 p6 c6
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1871, the Torridge shifts its favour westward
It has been suggested that, in 1871, the bridging of the Torridge at Landcross, as part of the
extension of the railway to Great Torrington, had unanticipated repercussions657. The viaduct and its
various embankments precipitating a shift in the river’s deep-water channel from the eastern side of
the river to its western side.
A court case from 1868 suggests the shift itself may already have been triggered and that the
Landcross work had simply perpetuated it. The case involved a claim that work on the bridge in
about 1865, when the resultant debris from the work was dumped to the SE of the bridge, had
deprived Mr. Johnson of the depth of water that he had formerly enjoyed, and, in it, a witness
claimed “This was done because it was contemplated to stop up the first arch of the bridge and
continue the line of the quay.” They continued “I have heard complaints that this diverted the gut of
the river. Twelve months since a considerable quantity of the deads was cleared away, but this did
not deepen the gut. The gut was always on Mr. Johnson’s side of the river, until Mr. Heard carried
out his quay [just south of the bridge]. I never knew the sand to fill up the gut at Mr. Johnsons’s side
until the alterations were made. The gut used to be where Mr. Johnson’s quay now is, but is now on
this [western] side of the river.658”
With the steady increase in size of shipping the usefulness of Bideford’s eastern quays was now
bound to decline, but it would take a long time before their industry would finally fall silent.

1871, the bee man of Vinegar Hill
A swarm of bees, finding no suitable place to settle in the neighbourhood of Vinegar Hill, chose to
rest on the head and neck of one Mr. Mills, also from that neighbourhood, “keeping him spellbound
for a considerable time,” until help arrived and “the bees were beat of [sic] with fireirons.” 659

c. 1871, properties used by the railways
The 1871 Census shows Torridge House occupied by Richard F. Church, a Civil Engineer, with
known associations with the L.S.W.R.660, and therefore probably one working on the extension of
the railway to Torrington, between 1881 and 1911, the censuses prove that the site of Torridge
Auctions was in use as a station-master’s house; in 1929 it was still owned by the railway, who
called it Lion House.

1872, a railway extension and a new water supply
In 1872 a new Bideford railway station was opened, coinciding with the extension of the line to
Great Torrington661. The position of the existing tracks ensured that this lay in East-the-Water. The
Station Hotel, formerly in Barnstaple Street, appears to have relocated to Torrington Lane.

657 Barry D Hughes. "Shipping and Ship Building 1900 to the Present." Bideford 500. 2009.
Online:http://www.bidefordheritage.co.uk. Accessed: 16 Jun 2013, np
658 “Damage to Bideford Bridge by a Vessel in Launching” North Devon Journal 21 May 1868 p3 c3-4.
659 “Bideford” Exeter and Plymouth Gazette 2 June 1871 p6 c6
660 In the introductory notes for the next Census District Richard is mentioned again, but as a “Railway Engineer.”
661 “Bideford” North Devon Journal of 23 May 1872 p8 c2; “Opening of the Bideford and Torrington Railway” 18 Jul
1872 the North Devon Journal p8 c1
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1872 also saw Bideford gain a waterworks, with additional works constructed in 1893. The water
supply coming from two reservoirs on Gammaton Moor, with a catchment of 300 acres662. With this
East-the-Water finally gained a reliable water supply, the reliability of its wells having been badly
affected by mining operations (or so it was claimed).

1873, lecture reflects local interest in emigration
“A lecture on Canada as a field for emigration was delivered in the Town Hall on Friday evening by
Mr. G [unreadable] Kingsmill, a special emigration commissioner from the Canadian Government.
Mr Counciller Burrow presided. The lecture was listened to with considerable interest by a
respectable audience.”663

1873, George Heard buys the remains of the New London Inn
The New London Inn had been purchased by the railway company, but only part of the plot was
required, so the remainder was sold at auction on 30 Jul 1873. George Heard Bought it for £190664.

1873, a start made on a new Railway Wharf
In December 1873 the Railway Company were approaching landowners with a view to purchasing
the land needed for a proposed new Railway Wharf. The company also gave “Mr. Waters,
Shipbuilder, and Mr. Philip Colwill, lime and coal merchant” 10 days notice to give up their yards
(in accord with the terms under which they held them)665. Only the previous week the press had
reported that the London and South West Railway Company “propose to extend their wharfage, and
to carry out a quay wall to allow vessels to discharge alongside. It is further reported that the
company propose putting a steamer on the station to run to and from Bristol. This will be a great
acquisition to the trade of the town, as it has long been felt an injustice to the merchants of Bideford
that they have not the same advantages offered them as other places, when we inform our readers
that all the coal, &c., for Torrington is discharged at Fremington.”666

1874, Fison exhibits coprolites and fossil ear-bones
Joseph Fison, of Ipswich, , took a stand at the Devon County Agricultural Society Show in
Barnstaple, exhibiting “the various guanos, coprolites667, fossil whales’ ear-bones, and other
ingredients of which their manures were made.”668 By 1875 were trading via a store at Steamer
Wharf669 and had established two vessels plying to Bideford (the Star of the Seas and the Rose), at
least one of which returned to Ipswich with via Newport where it loaded coal.670 In 1877 Bideford
was one of Fison’s three principal western depots, the others being Plymouth and Poole.671

662 “Bideford” Kellys Directory, 1902
663 “Bideford” Western Times 17 June 1873 p8 c6
664 A brief History of the Royal Hotel. The Royal Hotel. Pg 8.
665 “The Proposed New Railway Wharf at East-the-Water” North Devon Journal 4 December 1873 p8 c1
666 “Bideford” North Devon Journal 27 November 1873 p8 c3
667 Coprolites, supposed at that time to be fossil excrement, were phosphate nodules
668 “Devon County Agricultural Society Show” Western Daily Mercury. 27 May 1874 p3 c2
669 North Devon Journal 7 January 1875 p2 c2
670 “Bideford” Western Times 23 July 1875 p7 c5
671 “Joseph Fison & Co. Ipswich” Exeter and Plymouth Gazette 7 February 1877 p1 c3
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1874, the new road to the station
In June 1874 the committee for the “New Road at the Railway Station,” now Station Hill, met with
the London and South Western Company, who informed them “that the Railway Company had been
to a considerable expense in constructing the road, and they felt the directors would not be inclined
to do anything further to it, but that part of the road not sold to Mr. Heard should be given to the
Board.” The Board seemed somewhat lukewarm about the expense this might entail, prompting
some within the railway company to consider constructing an alternative approach672.

1874, Heard develops plans for his new hotel (later the Royal)
In September 1874 the case for a licence for Mr. Heard's new hotel was put before the Bench. This
provides a succinct summary of what was proposed, explaining that “the proposed hotel would be a
very superior one”. A petition from seventy of the town's worthies was advanced to support the
case. A novel feature of the hotel was to be a large refreshment room. to which parties from the
railway station would have access, their being no refreshment currently available at the station. It
was explained that stabling for 55 horses had already been constructed in Torrington Street, and that
the whole of Mr. Heard's yard would also be utilised, providing parking for more than 50 carriages.
A petition signed by 458 people was submitted in opposition (on the grounds that it would promote
drunkenness), but this was dismissed. The licence was granted673.

1874, plans for a public infant’s school, East-the-Water
The Elementary Education Act of 1870 established elementary education for all children of age 513, with local school boards to oversee it674. By 1874 Bideford’s school board were struggling to
meet their obligations, so contemplated enlarging the existing schools and establishing two new
ones for infants. They were considering the purchase of foreshore land in East-the-Water for one of
these, but the School Board, having second thoughts, had begun considering a site in Torrington
Lane (now Torrington Street)675.

1875, Heard moves away (selling 100,000 feet of floorboard)
The auction advertisement stated that Mr. George Heard had instructed the sale because he was
going away. It also mentioned much that was at his yard, including “100,000 feet of 6 and 7 inch
prepared flooring board, 50,000 feet of well seasoned board.” 100,000 feet of floorboard laid endto-end would be enough to stretch from Bideford to Barnstaple and back676.

1876, General George Nicholas Channer awarded the VC
General George Nicholas Channer of the 1st Goorkha Regiment ( Bengal Staff Corps ) was awarded
the Victoria Cross for his part in an action on 20 Dec 1875, at Perak, Malaysia (as part of the Perak
War, 1875-76, between the British and local Malays). Dying in 1905, he is buried in East-the-Water
cemetery677.
672 “Bideford” North Devon Journal 11 June 1874 p3 c1
673 North Devon Journal 3 September 1874 p2 c4-5
674 Gillard D “Education in England: a brief history.” 2011. Online: www.educationengland.org.uk/history Accessed:
30 Oct 2017
675 “Bideford” Western Times 19 June 1874 p7 c2
676 The Western Times. 16 Apr 1875 p8 c5
677 Iain Stewart, 2016. Online: http://www.victoriacross.org.uk/codevons.htm accessed:4 Jan 2017
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1876, Whaling ships on Bideford's slips?
It is of interest to note a report for 1910, concerning Bideford, that “as recently as 1876 eleven
whalers, with a tonnage of 1,314, were on the slips there in one year.”678. It is possible that some of
these came from Johnson’s, though this has yet to be investigated.

1877, Restarick takes over from Johnson at the shipyard
In March 1877 the North Devon Journal carried an advertisement for the sale, by auction, of the
whole of the stock and stock-in-trade of Johnson's shipyard, in which it is stated that Mr. John
Johnson was leaving the neighbourhood679. Johnson died in San Fransisco, California, but,
regardless of how he got there, his departure vacated East-the-Water’s only surviving ship-building
yard.
The 1871 Census shows a single man by the name of Henry M Restarick lodging at Ridgeway
cottages in Northam. In 1871 he gave his occupation as “Ropemaker, employing 3 men and 3
boys.” In 1877 this same Henry Morgan Restarick (1833-1899) took over Johnson’s East-the-Water
Shipyard (the Brunswick Wharf site). Restarick was an Axminster man, but no stranger to
shipbuilding, for he had been office manager for John Cox & Son, shipbuilders of Bridport, and had
also served as office manager at the Cleave Houses shipyard under George and John Cox. He
presumably served at Cleave Houses until it closed, for it did so in 1877, no-doubt enabling
Restarick to cherry-pick the redundant staff for his new enterprise. At the time he took over
Johnson’s, it was the last working ship-yard in Bideford680. Under him it continued to specialise in
building deep sea fishing vessels.

1877, The Bethel, led by Restarick, builds its chapel
For several years lay members of various denominations, meeting under the banner of The Bethel,
had been conducting services in a loft over some stores, but in 1876, having outgrown the loft, it
was determined to purchase some suitable buildings, then for sale. By 1877, and at a cost of £600
for the necessary alterations, a hall had been constructed681.
1877 proved a busy year for Restarick, for in addition to marrying he became the Bethel chapel’s
first pastor. John Cox, Restarick's former employer, had been a Weslyan preacher and Restarick
continued in the Methodist tradition. As such Restarick was a strong advocate of the temperance
movement, and very involved in local matters, twice serving as Bideford’s mayor682.
The Bethel’s opening service was conducted on 13 September 1877683

1878, West of England Bank fails, hitting Bideford's trade
A depression of trade in Bideford, as well as other Devonshire towns, was attributed in part, to the
failure of the West of England Bank at the close of 1878. The closure of Alfred Cook's shipyard at
Appledore was cited as a direct consequence of this collapse684.
678 “Devon Gossip” Western Times 18 March 1910 p3 c2
679 North Devon Journal 15 March 1877 p1 c2
680 His was not, however, the last shipyard in Bideford, as there were several that sprang up in the 20th C. on the
Torridge's western shore.
681 “Bazaar in Aid of the New Bethel” North Devon Journal, 9 August 1877, p8 c7
682 “Death of Alderman Restarick J. P.” Bideford Weekly Gazette 3 January 1899 p5 c5-6
683 “Opening of the New Bethel” North Devon Journal 13 September 1877 p8 c1
684 “Bideford” Western Morning News 7 January 1880 p2 c7
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1878-9 International trade revives
White's account for 1878 starts out by re-iterating text from the 1850 first-edition as if it refers to
the current situation, “The trade of this port is still very considerable” . . . “The Newfoundland trade
is again revived, and bids fair to equal its former importance.”685 Well illustrating the need for
caution when dealing with evidence from secondary sources!
It reminds us that “The port of Bideford includes Appledore, Clovelly, Hartland, and all the north
coast of Devon, extending westward from the estuary of the Taw and Torridge.”686
But then adds material that is probably more contemporary. “Steam and sailing vessels ply to
Bristol, in connection with steamers to Liverpool, London, &c. Here are large potteries, which
employ many hands in the manufacture of coarse earthenware. Here are also several malt-houses,
breweries, a number of lime-kilns, and two iron foundries, two collar factories, and a ropery. Brown
and grey paint and mineral black are got in the neighbourhood.”687
White also provides a summary of both the value of trade and the numbers of ships. In reading the
following, please recall a 19th C. harbour-master's observations that as much, if not more, trade went
on East-the-Water, but that none of it was reflected in his books, the East-the-Water wharfs being
private ones. “The amount of customs received here in 1840 was £5648 ; and in 1847, £3750. The
value of the Total Imports of Foreign and Colonial merchandise of Bideford was £12,085 in 1872 ;
£13,310 in 1873 ; £4792 in 1874 ; £2645 in 1875 : and £5676 in 1876. The gross amount of
Customs Revenue received was £2711 in 1872 ; £2603 in 1873 ; £2950 in 1874 ; £2860 in 1875 ;
and £2851 in 1876. The value of the total exports was £645 in 1872 ; £736 in 1873 ; £915 in 1874 ;
and till in 1875 and 1876. The number and tonnage of sailing and steam vessels (including their
repeated voyages) that entered and cleared during the year 1876 was :—
COASTWISE—ENTERED, with cargoes, 885 sailers, 38,783 tons ; 55 steamers, 3681 tons—total 940
vessels, 42,464 tons : in ballast, 63 sailers, 5812 tons ; 4 steamers, 370 tons—total 70 vessels, 7635
tons : cleared, ivith cargoes, 155 sailers, 5419 tons ; 53 steamers, 3549 tons—total, 208 vessels,
8968 tons : in ballast, 813 sailers, 43,670 tons ; 4 steamers, 370 tons—total, 833 vessels, 46,590
tons. British Possessions and Foreign
COUNTRIES—ENTERED, with cargoes, 6 sailers, 1545 tons ; in ballast, 3 sailers, 1453 tons : cleared, in
ballast, 13 sailers, 3560 tons. The total number of registered vessels under the Merchant Shipping
Acts on December 31, 1876, was 99 sailers, having a tonnage of 6649 tons. The total number of
registered boats under the Sea Fisheries Act, 1868, on the same date was 149, having a tonnage of
359 tons.”688

1879, closure of the Barnstaple turnpike trust and production
of the Barum milestones
In 1879, just prior to its closure, the Barnstaple Turnpike Trust commissioned 104689 new granite
milestones, each to give the distance to Barum (the ancient name of Barnstaple)690.

685 White, History, Gazetteer and Directory of the County of Devon, 1878, 151
686 White, History, Gazetteer and Directory of the County of Devon, 1878, 151
687 White, History, Gazetteer and Directory of the County of Devon, 1878, 151
688 White, History, Gazetteer and Directory of the County of Devon, 1878, 151
689 Rosavear has 104, but Major Ascott (cited below) suggests there were 190.
690 Rosavear, “Barnstaple Turnpike Road,” 2013, n.p.
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Writing in 1953, Major Ascott describes how the distances were measured from Barnstaple
Guildhall, with the eight-milestone on the Old Barnstaple Road, about 100 yards west [sic east?] of
the railway bridge, the Barnstaple Street nine-milestone on the wall of the North Devon Farmers'
office, and, on the Gammerton approach, the nine-milestone on the old Torrington Road, about a
hundred yards below the barton691.
The Barnstaple Street milestone survives, as a listed feature, beside the bus shelter on the western
side of Barnstaple Street.

1879, bakehouse fire in Torrington Street
A fire at Mr Tucker’s bakehouse in East-the-Water raised concerns for the new Bethel Chapel, but
the prompt attendance by Sup. Chapman with his firemen confined the fire, such that only the
bakehouse and part of the adjoining house were destroyed. The fire saw the first use of the
firemen’s new apparatus, which was said to have answered well692.

1880, bank failures continue to bite
A report report from Jan 1880 spoke of the depression of trade, that followed the collapse of the
West of England Bank, having intensified, a notable casualty of which had been the “large and
important shipbuilding yard of Mr. Alfred Cook, at Appledore.693” Shipbuilding in the Taw/Torridge
was in serious decline, but, despite that, Restarick’s yard would hang on until 1886

1880, the Iron Church established
In 1880 an ‘Iron Church’ was established in Barnstaple Street as a mission chapel. Iron churches
were substantial pre-fabricated structures that could be erected quickly, then, if required, dismantled
and moved elsewhere. In the 19th C. such churches could be bought from pattern books in a range of
styles and sizes694.
In January of 1880 it was reported that 'A movement has been initiated for building a church Eastthe-Water, the only accommodation for religious worship at present existing in that part of the town
being the “Bethel,” a building used for occasional services irrespective of denominational
distinctions.'695
17th June 1880 saw a report that “This new iron church, East-the-Water, is in a forward state, and is
expected to be completed in about three weeks. The interior is of panelled polished deal and pine
and has a very agreeable appearance.”696

1881, Borough of Bideford buys most of the manor lands
In 1881 John Clevland's widow Margaret, together with her daughter Agnes Hamilton Christie and
her husband William Langham Christie, sold, the Manor of Bideford and its lands, with certain
exclusions, to the Mayor and Corporation of Bideford. The transaction cost the Corporation £7,500,
a loan of £10,000 having been applied for to improve the manorial facilities697.
691 Ascott, Random Notes, 1953, pg 37.
692 “Bideford” North Devon Journal 7 August 1879 p8 c1
693 “Bideford” Western Morning News 7 January 1880 p2 c7
694 Colin Davies. The Prefabricated Home. Islington, London:Reaktion Books, 2005. n.p.
695 “Bideford” Western Morning News 7 January 1880 p2 c7
696 “Bideford” North Devon Journal 7 June 1880 Barnstaple, Devon, England p8 c3
697 “Bideford” Western Morning News 7 January 1880 p2 c7
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The indenture is a long and complex one, but generally without specific details of the property
covered, e.g. “all the Market Place and Market House, And all the messuage houses cottages
edificies buildings stables barns dovehouses orchards gardens lands tenements walls quays wharves
timber trees and other trees woods underwoods and wood grounds commons wastes and waste
grounds fishing and fisheries fairs markets shops sheds stalls standings rents as well chief as other
rents duties wharfages tolls dues duties stallages and hereditaments situate lying and being within
the Borough town and precinct of Bideford aforesaid and elsewhere in the parish of Bideford in the
County of Devon”. It does however have some specific exclusions, including “save and except a
quay and shipbuilding yard on the East side of the River Torridge formerly in the occupation of
John JOHNSON but now of Henry Morgan RESTWICK [sic] which if not excepted would be
included in the foregoing description.”698
The whole process of the sale had been delayed when ownership of the foreshore, which had been
included in the bill of sale, had been claimed by the Board of Trade. A press article, from July 1880,
suggested that the solicitors for the lord of the manor had decided, in order to resolve the issue, to
purchase the foreshore from the Board of Trade, then transferring it to the Town Council, for no
additional charge.699
The sale specified that “all the Estate right title interest property claim and demand whatsoever of
the said Margaret Caroline CLEVLAND, William Langham CHRISTIE and Agnes Hamilton
CHRISTIE and each of them of in or to the said hereditaments firstly and secondly hereinbefore
described, Shall henceforth go remain and be to the use of the Corporation their successors and
assigns forever.”700 Thus the Aldermen and Councillors of Bideford became the Lords of that
Manor.

1881, Bideford looses its port status
In Sept 1881 the local board heard how the declining trade through Bideford had led the customs
authorities to demote the town from the status of port to the status of creek701. They also reflected on
the irony of customs collection reverting to Barnstaple, which port they felt was largely inaccessible
except on the spring tides. The severe negative impact on wine merchants was particularly noted.
The board decided to petition the authorities to reverse their decision. The petition was duly sent.
On the 2 January 1882 a letter was read, before the Local Bard, in which the Lords of the Treasury
announced that the matter had been considered and that their original decision to demote Bideford
to the status of creek would stand, but that the bonded stores could stay702.
The date of loss of port status on the towns Port Memorial is given as 1882, possibly due to the
appeal process that delayed the final decision.

698 “Sale of Manor of Bideford to Bideford Corporation (1881).” Transcribed by David Carter. Updated by Brian
Randell 20 Sep 2012. Online: http://genuki.cs.ncl.ac.uk/DEV/Bideford/GrenvilleDocuments/Sale1881.html
Accessed: 8/Apr/2016.
699 “Bideford” North Devon Journal 8 July 1880 p6 c1
700 “Sale of Manor of Bideford to Bideford Corporation (1881).” Transcribed by David Carter. Updated by Brian
Randell 20 Sep 2012. Online: http://genuki.cs.ncl.ac.uk/DEV/Bideford/GrenvilleDocuments/Sale1881.html
Accessed: 8/Apr/2016.
701 “Bideford” North Devon Journal 29 September 1881 p2 c1
702 “Bideford No Longer a Port” Western Times 3 January 1882 p8 c6
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1882, horse racing on the sands
In August 1882, as a warm up for the annual Regatta, a Galloway Race, an Open Flat Race, a Pony
Race, and a Donkey Race, were held upon the sands703.

c. 1882, Terminus Inn moves next door
The original Terminus Inn was re-developed in about 1882, when buildings along the east of the
stretch of Barnstaple Street seem to have been set back to facilitate road widening. The original site
was redeveloped into three cottages (currently numbers 3-4), and the Inn moved into the current
number 2.

1883 How's proposed jetty
The Local Government Board wrote to the Local Board concerning a “new Jetty, which Mr. A.
How, Barnstaple, proposed to erect at East-the-Water, and they enclosed an amended plan for the
board's perusal.”704

1883, Devon County Show held in East-the-Water
Following an unsuccessful bid to host the Bath and West of England Society’s annual show, in
which Mr. Wm. Turner’s field, East-the-Water, a meeting in March 1882 considered whether to
invite the Devon Agricultural Association’s annual show (the Devon County Show) to the same
field in 1883705 (at this period the annual show still met in different locations). The invitation was
clearly accepted as the show took place in May 1883, in Mr Turner’s field, the first time it had ever
been held in Bideford706. The show was advertised on 15 March 1883, its advert appearing
immediately above a notice announcing restrictions in Barnstaple to control an outbreak of Footand-Mouth disease.707 First appearing in England in 1839, by 1869 Foot-and-Mouth had spread
throughout the country, but as only one percent of infected animals died, and the rest recovered after
about a fortnight, and farmers could survive an outbreak, control was focused on quarantining
infected animals.708

1883-5, Restarick's mission ships
In the 1880s Restarick’s Shipyard played a role in the early history of the Fisherman’s Mission
(aka. the Royal National Mission to Deep-Sea Fishermen).

703 “Bideford Regatta and Races” North Devon Journal 31 August 1882 p8 c1
704 “Bideford” Western Times 3 July 1883 Exeter P6 c5
705 “Devon Agricultural Association. Invitation to Bideford.” Western Times 22 March 1882 p2 c5
706 “Devon County Show” North Devon Journal 5 April 1883 p5 c2-3
707 “Devon County Agricultural Association” North Devon Journal 15 March 1883 p5 c1
708 “Foot and Mouth Disease” North Devon Journal 23 September 1875 p5 c4
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With tobacco selling for four shillings per pound onshore, but only eighteen-pence at sea, English
seamen had a strong incentive to purchase their supplies offshore. To meet this demand, Dutch
vessels known as ‘copers’ (from the Dutch kopen for 'to buy') were sailing with the north-sea
fishing fleets, but in addition to selling tobacco to the seamen, they also functioned as "grog-shops."
As a result, drunken seamen were routinely endangering not only themselves and their ship-mates,
but even their boats. Concerned about this situation, Ebenezer Mather, founder of the Fisherman’s
Mission, reasoned that, by equipping a mission vessel to accompany the fleet, he could help address
the issue. The mission ship would finance itself by fishing, but also carry a missionary, a medical
box, and a substantial quantity of cheap tobacco, the latter to be made available at cost price and
without the accompanying temptation to drink.709
By 1883-84, Mather had already secured the support of tobacco manufacturers, launched a mission
smack, and proved the model worked, so he decided to acquire a further three boats. The first, the
Salem, he purchased from a Hull smack-owner, but the other two, the Cholmondeley, and the
Edward Auriot, he had specially built at Restarick's shipyard710, as was the mission’s fifth smack,
the Sir Edward Birkbeck711.
The Sir Edward Birkbeck’s dedication service was photographed, and the picture graces many
books on Bideford history (though sometimes wrongly captioned to suggest this picture was of the
last ship launch from the yard).
The activity of the mission ships was welcomed by the fleet owners, whilst the copers, finding
demand for their services reduced, were eventually driven out of business.712
By 1887 the ships seem to have found a role as maritime dispensaries, providing valued medical
support to the fishing fleets, “for each of the mission boats is a floating dispensary, and the skippers
are trained in ambulance work.”713.

1884, Clarence Wharf manure store declared a nuisance
A store on Clarence Wharf, owned by Mr. Geo Heard, formerly of East-the-Water, and operated by
Messrs. W. and M. H. Goulding, manure merchants, of Dublin and Cork, was declared to be a
nuisance to those living in adjacent cottages, due to the level of effluent and the smell from it714.

1884, disastrous gale hits the town
“During Friday night and Saturday morning a furious gale, far severer than has been known for
many years, raged over the West of England” it uprooted trees, blew chimney tops through roofs,
demolished the new Salvation Army Hall, which had been opened just hours beforehand, and
caused widespread road closure due to fallen trees. On the river “the mooring posts on the Quay
were pulled up by the strain of the warps. Several vessels were damaged.”715

709 Wood, North Sea fishers and fighters, 1911, 205-6
710 Ebenezer J. Mather. "Nor'ard of the Dogger", or Deep-sea trials and Gospel triumphs. London: Simpkin, Marshall,
Hamilton, Kent & Co. 1922. Pages 156-7; Rose Arno, Bideford Buzz, 2011, June Edition, page 9.
Online:http://bidefordbuzz.org.uk. Accessed: 13 Jun 2013, np
711 Ronald Rompkey, Grenfell of Labrador: A Biography, McGill-Queen's University Press, 2009, chapter 3
712 Walter Wood. North Sea fishers and fighters. London: K. Paul, Trench, Trübner & co.,1911. Page 206
713 “A North Sea Gale” Leeds Mercury 22 October 1887 p9 c7
714 “Bideford Borough Magistrates” Bideford Weekly Gazette 29 April 1884 p5 c2
715 “Disastrous Gale” North Devon Gazette 23 December 1884 p5 c3
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1884, Marsland Clay Co. shipping from Railway Wharf
One commodity that passed across the Railway Wharf were nine-inch rounded lumps of clay,
weathered for several months, and then known as ball clay716. In 1884 the Helstone, owner Mr.
Finch, was chartered to carry ball clay for the Marsland Clay Co. But Finch had missed his
opportunity to sail with the spring tide, having arrived five days late (due to repairs). The upper clay
balls had dried out whilst the wagons waited on the wharf, so they then had to be replaced, and the
railway Co. charged demurrage for the delay to their trucks717.

1886, Baker's purchase of Restarick's Yard
Henry. M. Restarick’s Yard was leased, but the land was owned by William Langham Christie of
Tapley Park, Westleigh. In 1886 it was purchased from Christie by John Baker, a merchant, with
£1,500 changing hands. Under Baker's ownership it would become Brunswick Wharf. A plan
produced at the time of the sale shows the land to the north in the ownership of Mr G Heard, and
that to the south in the ownership of the Bridge Feoffees718.
The Baker family would be responsible for the I. Baker and Son, Merchants, sign that has become a
familiar landmark at the eastern end of the bridge.
The sale agreement between Christie and Baker stipulated that Restarick should be allowed to
complete the two vessels that he was currently constructing719.

1886, the “last” ship launched and Restarick’s closes
A picture of the Sir Edward Birkbeck at Restarick's yard has been widely circulated under the
misapprehension that it showed the launch of the last boat built there. This picture, however, shows
neither the last boat launched, nor the launch. The picture shows the blessing of the Sir Edward
Birkbeck, which took place about a week after her launch in August 1885720. The last launch from
Restarick's was the fishing smack Fair Fanny, c. 99 tons, launched in September 1886721.
It has been suggests that the last boat launched from Restarick’s yard became caught by the tide and
caused slight damaging to the Long Bridge. It would be odd to launch a boat next to the bridge
when the tide was flowing strongly, nor do any of the newspaper reports of this launch mention
such a problem, so it is perhaps right to question if there is any truth in the story? Many years
earlier, in 1868, the launch of the G. A. Preston from Johnson’s yard had hit the bridge722, but that
was due to a subsidence of the slipway superstructure, presumably on the bridge-ward side. Nothing
similar was likely in 1886 and, on balance, it seems unlikely that anything happened. It seems
probable, moreover, that the tradition of an incident in 1868 could have arisen from a simple
typographic error, the transposition of 86 for 68, thereafter being indiscriminately propagated.
The close of Restarick's yard, the last operating in East-the-Water, brought an end to centuries of
shipbuilding in East-the-Water shipbuilding.
716 Grant, North Devon Pottery, 2005, 4
717 “Claim for Damages to Cargo” North Devon Journal 19 October 1884 p8 c5-6
718 Peter Christie. “Bideford history . . . with Peter Christie: Brunswick Wharf.” Page 14 in My Town Bideford. Issue
28. North Devon Gazette, July 2015
719 Peter Christie. “Bideford history . . . with Peter Christie: Brunswick Wharf.” Page 14 in My Town Bideford. Issue
28. North Devon Gazette, July 2015
720 “The North Sea Mission: Dedication of a Vessel at Bideford” Western Times 19 August 1885 p3 c2
721 Bideford” North Devon Journal 23 September 1886 p8 c3
722 “An Unsuccessful Ship Launch” Bideford Weekly Gazette 14 January 1868 p4 c1; Bideford Weekly Gazette 21
July 1868 p4 c4
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By 1910 there was not a single slip in use in Bideford723. This was not, however, the end to
shipbuilding in Bideford, but major enterprise of that kind would, henceforth, follow the deeper
water westward across the river.

1886, the years of the Shamwickshire Regatta
By 1886 the Long Bridge was already familiar with spectators amassing on it to watch the annual
Bideford regatta, but in that year they also assembled on the next Saturday evening as well. A
correspondent at the time wrote ‘A few days after the main regatta there is generally a “scratch
race” or two East-the-Water.’ This was known as the Shamwickshire Regatta and that year it
featured races such as ones for: four-oared pleasure boats; pair-oar pleasure boats; stern sculling;
ordinary ship’s boats propelled by shovels724. On that occasion wheelbarrow race, two-legged race,
and greasy pole also featured. The shovel race clearly proved popular as it appeared again in 1891.
The Shamwickshire Regatta proves that the concept of Shamwickshire was no longer a name
attached simply to the mayor, but had become part of the identity of East-the-Water. The name of
East-the-Water’s football team could now be Shamwickshire Rovers, and one of its streets could be
called Shamwickshire Close.

c. 1887, construction of Canada Cottages in Barnstaple Street
In Feb 1886 one J. Way is mentioned as at Canada Wharf725. A year later an advertisement appears
for the three cottages later known as Canada Cottages, mentioning that they were nearly new and
that one was occupied by J. Way726.

1887, “foreign” behaviour in Torrington Lane
Mr. Kivell the baker testifying before the bench, suggested, of Torrington Lane, that 'The behaviour
to be witnessed there daily was “more like what could be seen in Bulgaria or Siberia or such like
uncivilised countries.”'

1887, new barges for the pottery
The sailing barges Jubilee and Queen were built by Restarick’s former Foreman, Whitefield,
operating out of Cox’s old yard at Cleave-houses. These barges were built for the East-the-Water
firm of Phillips, Backway and Redcliff, who sourced their gravel from Landcross. James Redcliff is
reported to have been very particular about the gravel he used and to have felt that it would only
take a shovelful of salt water gravel, amidst a load of freshwater gravel, to ruin a kiln-full of
ware727. In 1887, an advertisement in the local press sees H. Phillips and Co. advertising that they
have two new barges available for any barging use728.

723 “Bideford” North Devon Journal 17 March 1910 p2 c7
724 “Bideford” North Devon Journal 19 August 1886 p8 c2
725 Bideford Weekly Gazette 16 Feb 1886 p1 c3
726 “Dwelling Houses” North Devon Journal 7 July 1887, p8 c1
727 Grant & Hughes, North Devon Barges, 1975, 18
728 “H. Pillips & Co.” Bideford Weekly Gazette 23 August 1887 p4 c5
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1888, the Ordnance Survey publish a new map of the area
The Ordnance Survey 1-2500 map of 1888 (surveyed in 1886) shows the main channel of the
Torridge indisputably occupying a western position. On the eastern side, as one moved north from
the Long Bridge, are marked: a shipyard (Restarick’s); Queen’s Wharf; Steamer Wharf; Clarence
Wharf; St Peter’s Mission Church; a goods station and railway sidings.

1888, concrete to Bristol and the gravel trade
During September and October 1888 “a large number of small vessels have arrived here [Bristol]
from Bideford with concrete for the new quay wall, and yesterday no fewer than six came up on one
tide”729. The gravel banks of the Taw and Torridge were a ready source for the gravel needed for
such concrete, which gravel tended to be handled through East-the-Water's wharves and its
bargemen. Throughout the 1890s there was also a steady trickle of gravel from the Taw/Torridge
estuary to Cardiff730. By 1921 this trickle of gravel export had become a flood, with, e.g. ten gravelladen boats arriving at Avonmouth from Bideford or Barnstaple in a single day731.

1889, Royal Hotel opens
The North Devon Journal of 3 Jan 1889 states that the Hotel was to open on Monday 7th, but the
North Devon Journal of the 10 Jan 1889 carried an article that stated that the Royal Hotel had
opened “yesterday,” i.e. on 9th Jan 1889, the former date seems the more likely732. The latter article
provided a description of the refurbished hotel, in which its author suggests that, given the nature of
the establishment, “there is reason, therefore, for complimenting Mr G. Heard and his son Mr.
Stanley Heard, upon their pluck in establishing an hotel which, should it succeed, will do much for
the town at large as well as for the promoters themselves.”

1889, foundations laid for St Peter's mission church
In 1889, the Rector, who had acquired land on the Grange Estate, took the decision to build a new
stone church, rather than move the iron church. The iron church, which had suffered from an
expensive ground-rent, was to be sold to help fund the new project. The foundation stone for the
new church was laid in October 1889733.
The 300 seat building cost £2,150, and was constructed of local stone in the Gothic style (consisting
of chancel, nave and porch). A handsome iron screen with brass gates separated the chancel from
the nave and all the fittings of the church were of a costly character734.

1889, East-the-Water lighting neglected
In April 1889 a meeting of Bideford Local Board sealed the new contract with the gas company,
prompting Mr Pollard to comment that the Committee appointed to oversee the contract had
neglected East-the-Water and it was arranged that the would give that their consideration735.

729 “The Business of the Port” Western Daily Press 12 October 1888 p5 c6
730 for just one example see “Imports” Western Daily Press 12 October 1888 p8 c6
731 “City Docks-Arrived” Western Daily Press 17 January 1921 p7 c4
732 "Bideford." North Devon Journal 3 Jan 1889 p8 c2; North Devon Journal 10 Jan 1889 p2 c4
733 Bideford Weekly Gazette 8 October 1889 p3 c3
734 “Bideford,” Kelly's Directory of Devonshire & Cornwall. London: Kelly, 1893. Pg. 57
735 “The Improved Lighting” Bideford Weekly Gazette. 1 May 1888 p5 c2
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1890, St Peter's replaces the Iron Mission Church
The Bideford Weekly Gazette, December 30, 1890, noted “In religious matters, the principle event
has been the consecration in July of the permanent Church of S. Peter's, East-the-Water, built to take
the place of the Iron Mission Church. It was the gift of the Rector, Rev. Roger Granville, to the
parish. At the same time the Bishop of Exeter consecrated the new Church Cemetery.”736 St Peter’s
was built almost entirely at the Rev. Roger Granville’s own expense737.
A somewhat later account states “A new Church of England Cemetery, near the new Barnstaple
road, East-the-Water, was opened in 1890; it is about 2½ acres in extent, and includes a handsome
chapel.”738 The cemetery consecrated was therefore the one behind Northgate Cottage, and just
south of the Corwall Farmer’s site. In January 1888 the Local Board, who were already considering
the need for a new cemetery, were reviewing a site west-the-water, when a counter proposal for a
site East-the-Water was put before them as “more convenient and suitable in every way.” Not
everyone at the meeting agreed, with one dissenter suggesting “the site East-the-Water is very
exposed, and the dead would be blown out of their graves in such an exposed spot,” and “funerals
from the bulk of the town would have to cross the Long Bridge” . . . “and this in the face of the
great traffic over the bridge, and considering how exposed the bridge was in certain winds, would
be very undesirable.”739 The Board went ahead and opened a new public cemetery in Handicross,
but the manner in which they went about it aroused enough offence amongst church-people, for
them, with a gift of the ground from Sir George Stucley, to set about establishing their own
cemetery in East-the-Water740.

1890, Bideford suffers from muddy roads and high tides
In January 1890, a correspondent to the Bideford Weekly Gazette complained that about January the
roads were covered with a thick coating of stones obtained from local quarries, but that “at Bideford
those stones are left to work themselves in. The aid of a stone roller is never invoked. But it is not
long before there is plenty of mud about. Presumably owing to its own inherent quality, the stone
appears to lend itself to pulverisation and slush rather than the formation of good hard roads.”741
In the same month extraordinarily high tides flooded unprotected properties on the quay to 2-3 feet,
whilst the was also damage at East-the-Water. “A large quantity of salt and manure were damaged
and lost at Messrs. Pollard's stores; and also at Messrs. Packard's and Colwill's. A quantity of
cement at Mr. Pritchard's was spoilt742.

736 “1890 – A Retrospective,” Bideford Weekly Gazette, December 30, 1890 pg 5 col 4
737 Communication from Joyce Eastley published by Rose Arno, Bideford Buzz, 2011, June Edition, page 9.
Online:http://bidefordbuzz.org.uk. Accessed: 13 Jun 2013
738 Kelly's Directory of Devonshire & Cornwall. London: Kelly, 1893. Pg. 57
739 “Local Government Inquiry at Bideford” Bideford Weekly Gazette 10 January 1888 p5 c4
740 “Bideford” North Devon Journal 26 December 1889 p2 c3
741 “Our Streets and Roads” Bideford Weekly Gazette 28 January 1890 p4 c6
742 “Extraordinary High Tides” Bideford Weekly Gazette 28 January 1890 p4 c6
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1892, new development at the gas works (retort and gasholder)
On 2 May 1892 the Bideford Gas and Coke Company invited tenders for work at their East-theWater works, comprising: “The Excavation and Preparing and Construction of the New Gas Holder
Tank”; “Building a New Retort House”, which were to be submitted to the Chairman of the
Directors, 6. Grenville Street, Bideford” by the following 11th May.743

1892, post office opens in Barnstaple Street
In March 1892 it was announced that a post office was about to open in Barnstaple Street744. In
September 1892 a new post office opened in the shop of Mr. Delabridge, grocer745

1893, harbour charges under the spotlight
Traditionally, it appears that no keelage had been charged at the private wharves East-the-Water,
but, under the banner of protecting the income of the town, one of the councillors had queried the
right of the Town Council, as lords of the Manor, to levy keelage on all vessels entering the harbour
(and more particularly those moored at private wharves in East-the-Water). Councillors felt that
now the town had a right to both harbour and manor dues, it should enforce their claim, as Mr
Christie had recently successfully done at Instow746. The situation was disputed, and to further
complicate matters, every vessel that came up river was charged 2s. 6d., for anchorage747, whichever
side they discharged. In the end, due to the uncertainty surrounding claim and counterclaim over the
situation in East-the-Water, it was decided that legal council should be sought.
In November 1893 the result of that counsel were presented to Bideford Town Council748. It set out
“the conditions under which the original quay rights were held by John, Earl of Bath, and
subsequently by Augustus Saltern Willet.” It was also noted that no keelage had been charged in
East-the-Water since 1881.

743 “To Builders & Contractors” Bideford Weekly Gazette 3 May 1892 p3 c5
744 “Bideford” North Devon Journal 31 March 1892 p8 c3
745 “Postal Facilities” Bideford Weekly Gazette 13 September 1892 p4 c6
746 “The Public Rights Over the Shipping” North Devon Gazette 15 August 1893 p5 c1
747 All ports belonged to the sovereign, so no ship could anchor in one without payment of anchorage to the crown,
which was collected by the state, as opposed to the manor [“Anchorage” in Joshua Montefiore. A Commercial
Dictionary: Containing the Present State of Mercantile Law, Practice, and Custom Intended for the Use of the
Cabinet, the Counting-house, and the Library. London: Joshua Motefiore, 1803]
748 “Harbour Keelage and Quay Dues, a Lengthy Document.” Bideford Weekly Gazette 28 November 1893 p5 c3
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Four questions were put to the Council’s legal counsel, Borough Recorder Sir George Sherston
Baker, to answer. These, together with his replies, were summarised as follows:-- (1) Whether the
Town Council can enforce the payment of keyage or keelage on vessels anchoring in the soil of the
river on its eastern side? Yes, provided they be within the limits of the private Act of 1828. – (2)
Whether, under the Act of 1828, the Council has the sole franchise and right to levy quay dues
within the harbour? Yes, within so much of the harbour as is defined by that Act. – (3) Whether the
owners of private wharves can levy tolls or dues directly or indirectly, in respect of vessels moored
at their private wharves East-the-Water? No, except possibly as a compensation for trespass. – (4)
Whether such owners were liable for disturbance of the Corporation’s rights? He did not find that
there had been any disturbance. – Finally Sir G. S. Baker suggested, that if the Town Council
wished to test its rights, they should bring an action against the captain or owner of some vessel
moored to a private wharf East-the-Water, but he would advise that the Council first frame bye-laws
for the regulation of harbour dues, and have them confirmed at Exeter before a Judge.”749
In February 1894 the keelage question again came before the local board, this time in respect to
whether the Council, as proprietors of the corporate wharf, were could oblige wharf owners to
remove the build-up of mud that hindered their use. The local press recounts the Recorder’s
response in some detail, but he is of the opinion that the Corporation “cannot cause the owners of
land East-the-Water to remove mud layers; but it is possible that bye-laws might be framed to
punish any persons obstructing the navigation of the river by wilful misfeasance.” Alderman
Narraway counselled further consideration, whilst reflecting that the investigation had at least
“shown clearly that it was illegal for wharf owners, East-the-Water, to charge keelage.”750

1893, the wealthiest man in Bideford and Salterns cottages
The North Devon Journal of 11 May 1893(p2 c1) reported that the well supplying the Salterns
Cottages was in an unfit state, at which time they were said to belong to Mr. George's Stucley751. In
the article, Mr. George Stucley (1812-1900, formerly George Buck), owner of various property in
East-the-Water and, on various occasions, Conservative MP for Barnstaple, was described as “the
wealthiest man in the borough.”

1893, the Marquis of Lorne and a new wharf
On 26 Jan 1893 the North Devon Journal reported that a syndicate of Local Tradesmen, who, as
they were bringing heavy goods into the locality in quantity, and stood to loose through increased
railway tariffs, had recently acquired a “small trading steamer, the Marquis of Lorne, running
between Bideford and Bristol”752 The day after the purchase was completed, she was steaming up
river when one of her boilers gave out, badly scalding her stoker. She was, nevertheless, “enabled to
make the New [Brunswick] Wharf, East-the-Water, where she will in future be berthed”.

1893, proposals for the W.C.A.’s Victoria Wharf
On 29th July 1893 the Exeter Flying Post carried a note that the Bideford Local Board had received
a letter, from the Board of Trade, “with respect to the proposed wharf on the east side of the
Torridge for the Agricultural Co-operative Society,” which they referred to the full committee753.
749 “Harbour Keelage and Quay Dues, a Lengthy Document.” Bideford Weekly Gazette 28 November 1893 p5 c3
750 “The Keelage Question” Bideford Weekly Gazette 20 February 1894 p5 c2
751 North Devon Journal 11 May 1893 p2 c1
752 North Devon Journal 26 Jan 1893 p3 c5
753 “Bideford Local Board” Exeter Flying Post 29th July 1893 p2 c7
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On the 26 Oct 1893 the North Devon Journal reported that “The Board of Trade wrote that they had
declined to allow the Western Agricultural Association [sic] to take the proposed wharf as far into
the river as they had asked, but had given permission for the wharf to come on a line with Mr Fry's
wharf, which must be regarded as the Board of Trade line.”754
In September 1893 the Bideford Weekly Gazette published a notice inviting tenders for the
'ERECTION OF WAREHOUSES at Bideford, for the “Western Counties' Agricultural Co-operative
Association, Limited,”' the plans were available for inspection at the company's “Offices, Railway
Wharf, Bideford, on or after 4th Inst.” With tenders to be submitted “not later than the 16th Inst.” The
notice was signed “W. T. M. Mear, Architect and Surveyor” and dated “Wadebridge, Sept. 2nd,
1893.”755

1893, the Devon Trading Company arrive at Queen’s Wharf
The Devon Trading Company was established in Exeter in 1892, by the amalgamation of Messrs.
W. Scammell & Son, Messrs Wilson & Son, and Messrs. Scammell, Osler, & Co., at Exeter,
Teignmouth, and Newton Abbot756. From 1893 until 1900 the Company had a branch operating
from Queen’s Wharf. During this period, the company’s steamer, Ina Mactavish, traded between
Bideford and Bristol757, and the company sold Cement, Lime, Bricks, Slates, Socket Pipes, and
General Building Materials.758
After a slight hiatus until 1904, it then reappeared at Clarence Wharf.

1893, employment in the cuff and collar factories
Kelly’s directory for 1893 states, of Bideford, “There is now no shipbuilding here., and the trade in
timber and coal has diminished, but the prosperity of the town has greatly increased since 1883 by
the rapid development of the cuff and collar manufactures: there are now nearly 600 persons,
chiefly females, so employed·; the principal factories being those of Vincent and Duncan, McBryde
and Co. and Cooper and Co. of London. Here also is the large foundry of Messrs. Tardew and sons,
two small potteries, tanneries and a number of malting establishments. There are three banks and a
savings bank.”759 “There is steam packet communication between this place and Bristol twice a
week. The town is lighted with gas, from works in East-the-Water, the- property of a company.”760

754 “Bideford Local Board” North Devon Journal 26 Oct 1893 p3 c1
755 “To Builders” Bideford Weekly Gazette 12 September 1893 p5 c1
756 “The Devon Trading Company Ltd” Devon and Exeter Gazette 23 January 1892 p4 c3
757 “The Water Supply” Bideford Weekly Gazette 6 June 1893 p8 c2
758 Bideford Weekly Gazette 8 May 1900 p1 c2
759 Kelly's Directory of Devonshire & Cornwall. London: Kelly, 1893. Pg. 58
760 Kelly's Directory of Devonshire & Cornwall. London: Kelly, 1893. Pg. 57
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1894, Pine-Coffin bust unveiled
Kelly's Directory notes that “At East-the-Water, near the bridge, is a marble bust of John Richard
Pine-Coffin esq. J.P., D.L., A.C.C., of Portledge (d. 1890), erected by public subscription in 1893 as
a tribute of esteem.”761 Pine-Coffin died in 1890, aged 48, and appears to have been a generally well
respected public figure and role model, rather than someone who was notable for any particular
action762. John held a commission in the 16th Regiment of Foot, but resigned it when he inherited
the Pine-Coffin family estate at Portledge. He was a Deputy Lieutenant, a Justice of the Peace,
Vice-Chairman of Bideford Board of Guardians, and also sometime President of Bideford
Conservative Association.
With Pine-Coffin known as an active politician and holding a range of public offices, the shops in
Bideford drew their blinds or closed their shutters for his funeral763
In practice Kelly's got the year wrong, for, on 18 Sept 1894, the Bideford Weekly Gazette reported
that “After much delay the Pine-Coffin memorial was placed in position and unveiled last
Wednesday.” The reporter noted that some people questioned the raising of the bust as “Mr PineCoffin was not a borough man in the strict sense of the term,” before suggesting that it was an
unnecessarily narrow “to confine our honours to a narrow municipal groove.”764
Peter Christie has suggested that the desire to raise a bust, to a prominent local Conservative, arose
from the earlier honouring, in similar manner and in Barnstaple square, of the prominent Liberal
Charles Willshire765. Though the article in the Bideford Weekly Gazette of 18 September 1894
suggests the proponents of the scheme were concerned that it should not be interpreted in such a
manner – “It was distinctly affirmed in the initial circular that the object was purely public, and
entirely without political bias, and as evidence of this the Mayor of Bideford, at that time Mr.
Alderman Restarick, J.P., became a member of the committee and subscribed to the fund.”766

1894, W.C.A.C.A. store and mill opens at Victoria Wharf
The new W.C.A.C.A. buildings opened on 7 Nov 1894. The North Devon Journal gave the
following account: ‘At Bideford yesterday the splendid new warehouse erected by the W.C.A.C.A.
in the Railway Yard, East-the-Water, was formally opened. With a river frontage of 100 feet, and an
elevation of 87 feet, the premises are the finest of their kind in the West of England. The store is
divided into flour floors, each 87 feet by 60 feet. It has an elevator capable of raising 1,000 bushels
an hour, and a “Spencer” conveyor to distribute the material over the floors. The machinery
includes three large millstones, a kibbler, to deal with 60 bushels an hour, a roller mill and a cake
mill, capable of grinding five tons per hour. The motive power is an Otto gas engine of 20 nominal
and 48 indicative horse power, and shafting varying from 3½in to 2½in.. The store has a capacity of
5,000 tons and is estimated to cost over £5,000.’767

761 Kelly's Directory 1906. Pg. 70
762 Peter Christie. Secret Bideford. Stroud, Gloucestershire: Amberley, 2015. Pg 11.
763 “Funeral of the Late Mr. J. R. Pine-Coffin of Portledge.” Western Times 22 March 1890 p4 c5
764 Bideford Weekly Gazette 18 September 1894 p5 c2
765 Peter Christie. Secret Bideford. Stroud, Gloucestershire: Amberley, 2015. Pg 11.
766 Bideford Weekly Gazette 18 September 1894 p5 c2
767 “Bideford” North Devon Journal 8 November 1894 p5 c3
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1894, the municipal steam-roller dares to cross the bridge
In 1894 the council decided, despite the Bridge Trust failing to give their consent, to take their
steam-roller over to East-the-Water, the aim being to compact aggregate surfaced roads. They gave
instruction to use the roller only on those parts of the roads well coated with stones768.

1894, Harbour Byelaws are introduced
Acting on the legal advice received in November 1893 (see above), new Harbour Byelaws were set
before Bideford Town Council, having been signed by a Judge of Assize in Exeter. This drew
“protest from Mr. Pollard to the effect that the Council had been discourteous to the private wharfowners, East-the-Water, against whom the bye-laws was [sic] principally levelled, and had got them
smuggled through without an opportunity being allowed the private owners to defend what they
considered their legitimate rights.” One councillors felt that the by-laws said nothing about tolls
East-the-Water and were simply a matter of protecting the public interest, whilst another suggested
that the owners of the private quays “must not interfere with the Local Authority, who had a right to
levy dues.” A motion to publish the byelaws was unanimously carried.769 Mr. T. Pollard wanted it
put on record that none of the private owners, of East-the-Water “had ever attempted to charge a
halfpenny keelage.”

1894, concern at the obstruction of ancient paths
In February 1894 an Inquiry was held into encroachment of rights of way and public footpaths.
Amidst those reported as no longer accessible was a route formerly used by fishermen. It followed
“paths running on the higher and lower side of Round Hill” and used to go to Saddle Rock, but by
1894 it was obstructed just beyond Round Hill. Mr.George Heard explained that “anciently the path
went beyond Saddle Rock, even to Wear Gifford.”

1895, the S.S. Devonia berthed at East-the-Water
Built in 1894, by the Clyde firm of John H. Gilmour & Co, Irvine, the Devonia was a steel screw
steamer, initially owned by the Bideford & Bristol Steamship Co., of Bideford770. The Bideford and
Bristol Steamship Company, was a not-for-profit co-operative771. The Steamship Co. had the S.S.
Devonia built to replace the 16 ton Marquis of Lorne, in response to an increase in railway rates772.
In 1895 the North Devon Journal reported the recovery of Mr. Manley Tucker, who had suffered
complications after falling into the hold of the “S.S. Devonia, East-the-Water,” and breaking his
leg773.
In 1912 a ship of the same name, Devonia, was still in the area, as she took over the mail run to
Lundy. “in 1912 the contract for the mails was changed from Captain Dark and his [Lundy] Gannet
to the Devonia belonging to the Bristol Steamship Co. of Bideford”774.
768 “Bideford” North Devon Journal 22 November 1894 p2 c5
769 “Bideford Town Council” North Devon Journal 12 July 1894 p2 c3
770 Record for Devonia at “Clyde Built Ships” Online: http://www.clydeships.co.uk/view.php?ref=8332 Accessed 21
May 2017
771 Fielder, History of Bideford, 1985, 60
772 “Local News” Western Times 21 February 1894 p2 c4
773 “Mr. Manley Tucker.” North Devon Journal. 21 March 1895 p8 c3
774 Myrtle Ternstrom. “Footnotes on the Saunt History.” Pages 22-23 in Lundy Field Society Newsletter. No. 40, Dec.
2010. Pg 23.
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A pictures showing the S.S. Devonia appears on an undated letterhead of I. Baker and Sons,
portraying her moored at their Brunswick Wharf site.
Fielder suggests that "arguably the best-loved of the Bideford steam packets was the Devonia."775
Operated in 1921 by the Devon SS Co, Bideford (manager, Francis T. Beer, Bideford), then after
1937 by Alfred J. Smith Ltd, Bideford, she struck a German mine, off Barry (Cardiff) and was
lost776. The only survivor being an East-the-Water man, one William Turner777.

1895, Thomas Fry establishes a steam bakery
Thomas Fry, of Wear Giffard Mills, at this time operating on Agricultural Wharf, constructed a new
steam bakery778. In 1914 the operation was taken over by Frank Ernest Routley779, and moved
elsewhere in Barnstaple Street.

1895, the Torridge freezes over, the soup kitchen deploys
On 6 February 1895 the Exeter and Plymouth Gazette reported “There is a lot of ice in the Torridge,
the river being frozen over to Bideford Bridge yesterday morning. The Soup Kitchen has been
opened to relieve the threatened distress, so many men being out of work here.”780
The North Devon Journal of 7 February 1895 reported “The Torridge at Bideford is frozen
completely over, and presents a very pretty spectacle, which has been utilized by local
photographers. It is stated that such a mass of ice has not been seen here for fifty years. The Soup
Kitchen has been opened, and the nourishing fluid dispensed there is in much demand amongst poor
families, made poorer by the run of hard weather, which has stopped all building operations
absolutely.”781
The Western Times of 6 February 1895 adds further detail “A sight rarely to be witnessed here
(writes our Bideford correspondent) was seen yesterday, when the lower side of the bridge which
spans the Torridge was covered with ice and a barge in the middle of the river was immovable,
being strongly icebound. There were several ships lying at the Quay surrounded by strong ice.
Hundreds of skaters are daily indulging in the healthy exercise on Goosey Pool, Westward Ho! At
Bideford Braddick and Son have flooded a marsh which contains a good sheet of ice, and is being
largely patronized.”782
On 13th February 1895 it was reported that “A free distribution of 80 gallons of soup is being made
at the Music Hall daily by a committee. Mr. Dalby, the stationmaster, has placed the big furnace of
his house East-the-Water at the disposal of the Committee, and free distributions of soup will be
made there also.”783

775 Fielder, History of Bideford, 1985, 60
776 Record for Devonia at “Clyde Built Ships” Online: http://www.clydeships.co.uk/view.php?ref=8332 Accessed 21
May 2017
777 Fielder, History of Bideford, 1985, 60
778 North Devon Journal, 2 January 1896, p8 c4
779 “Frank E. Routley” North Devon Journal 8 January 1914 p1 c6
780 “The Severe Weather” 6 February 1895 Exeter and Plymouth Gazette reported p4 c2
781 “Bideford” North Devon Journal 7 February 1895 p8 c2
782 “The Continued Frost” Western Times 6 February 1895 p4 c4
783 “Distress in Bideford” Exeter and Plymouth Gazette 13 February 1895 p4 c2
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The Western Morning News of 23 Feb 1895 reported that there were large ice floes drifting off the
Kent coast, some of the largest being two foot thick and ten to fifteen feet in length784. Whilst,
nearer to home, “the ice floes were heaped up in most fantastic shapes” on the River Taw at
Barnstaple785.
Peter Christie has arranged for a rare, and badly faded, photograph of this event to be restored. It is
reproduced on page 13 of his Illustrations of Old Bideford786. Christie dates this picture to the
winter of 1893/4 and notes that, at this time, icebergs “10 feet high and eight feet thick” were in the
channel, but, in the light of the comments in the above reports, his photograph seems certain to
relate to this event.

1896, L.S.W.R. given permission for a new quay
In October 1896 an agreement787 was drawn up, between the London and South Western Railway
Company and the North Devon Clay Company, Limited, for Enlargement of the wharf at Bideford
Quay, and the North Devon Journal's review of 1896 observed that “the London and South Western
Railway has secured the consent of the Town Council to a new Quay at East-the-Water”788. An
accompanying plan clarifies that the “Bideford Quay” referred to in the agreement was not what we
think of as Bideford Quay today, but was actually what we now think of as Railway Wharf.

1896, the board of trade line and inadequate layers
By Feb 1896 the Board of Trade had forced the owners of East-the-Water quays to set back their
line of foreshore (which they claimed extended far further across the river), but concern was being
expressed about the state of the layers, East-the-Water, which had recently prevented a loaded
vessel reaching the Western Counties Agricultural Association's quay to unload789.

1896, planning for road improvements
In 1896 the Bideford Town Council were considering the matter of compensation for land, East-theWater, needed for road improvements790. In the same year it was agreed that the Alvescott Road
should be widened to two carriageways791.

1896, negotiations to purchase Chudleigh for the public
In 1896 Bideford Town Council were in negotiation with the Rev. Robertson, owner of Chudleigh
Fort, for the purchase of the fort and a portion of the Grange land, for public use. One councillor
expressed concern that the public had not treated the fort kindly in the past, throwing down the flag
pole and rolling cannons down the hill792.

784 “Walking on the Ice Floes” Western Morning News 23 February 1895 p8 c3
785 “The Severe Frost” Exeter and Plymouth Gazette 9 February 1895 p3 c2
786 Christie, Illustrations, 2008, 13.
787 North Devon Records Office Ref. 3518B/L26
788 “Bideford” North Devon Journal 31 December 1896 p2 c3
789 “East-the-Water Wharves” Bideford Weekly Gazette 11 February 1896 p5 c2
790 “Bideford Town Council” Bideford Weekly Gazette 25 August 1896 p8 c3
791 “Bideford Town Council” Bideford Weekly Gazette 25 August 1896 p8 c3
792 “Bideford Town Council” Bideford Weekly Gazette 25 August 1896 p8 c3
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1898, Molesworth suggests a second bridge
In 1898 Capt. Molesworth proposed linking the Bideford to Barnstaple main line, with the Bideford
to Westward Ho! route, via a new bridge across the Torridge. ‘The intention was to carry the line up
the Quay, across the bridge entrance, then on an extension of the road above the Long Bridge, and
over a curved railway bridge into the East-the-Water station. They intended straightening the quay
front, and taking in the first arch. The crossing by the Long Bridge would be a level one, and the
slip opposite “Tantons Hotel” would not be interfered with.’ After discussing the scheme in
committee, Bideford Town Council decided against sanctioning it793.

20th Century
1900, the foreshore not as it ought to be
1900 saw Bideford council considering the foreshores and their banks. “The Mayor, Messers
Fulford, Braund, and Pollard, were appointed a committee to interview the owners of the foreshore
of the River Bank, and discover whether the owners will forfeit their rights if the Council give an
undertaking to keep the bank in perpetuity.” A later item considered the East-the-Water foreshore.
“Councillor Pollard drew attention to the foreshore East-the-Water. If the Council liked to take the
foreshore they were welcome to for him. He claimed and believed all of them East-the-Water
claimed the whole of the land across to Bideford quay. Fortunately for those living on the west side
of the river, the Board of Trade stepped in and said, “There is your boundary, and the owners of the
Foreshore East-the-Water had built walls and wharves. The banks in front of the wharves, however,
were not kept as they ought. Some time ago certain owners wrote to the Board of Trade who in turn
communicated with the Bideford Town Council, but the latter refused at that time to interfere. The
result was that the Board of Trade did not move in the matter. He now decided the Council to
recommend to the Board of Trade that all the owners of the foreshore be compelled to make it
good.”794

1900, bullocks run amok on Steamer Wharf
On the 11 Jan 1900 the North Devon Journal reported that “Two bullocks ran amok at Bideford on
plunging into the Torridge from Steamer Wharf, swimming down as far as the signal-box, where
were captured and brought back to the goods yard slaughter-house.”795

1901, draining East-the-Water and ornamental sewer vents
With new development springing up in East-the-Water the increased runoff was beginning to impact
upon the wharves. In November 1898 Mr. Heard raised a complaint with respect to the Royal Hotel,
as he believed that the drainage from Torrington Street and Torrington Lane was being discharged
upstream of the bridge, rather than downstream by the Co-operative stores (i.e. the Western
Counties Co-operative Association Building).796

793 Hartland Chronicle 7 November 1898 p6 c2
794 “Bideford Urban District Council” The Bideford Weekly Gazette June 5 1900 p5 c3
795 “Bideford” North Devon Journal 11 Jan 1900 p5 c6
796 “Bideford Town Council” Western Morning News 11 November 1898 p4 c6
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By July 1899 the state of the drainage in East-the-Water was causing enough concern to prompt the
idea of a public petition, and Mr. Heard was suggesting the Surveyor should make more liberal use
of disinfectant797.
In Dec 1901 Messrs. Ellis & Son, of Bideford, were contracted to install a drainage system in Eastthe-Water798. The new sewer scheme, which was intended purely for the prevention of flooding799,
In 1911 the catalogue of William MacFarlane & Co. of Glasgow featured a particularly elegant
form of ironwork vent, near identical specimens grace various parts of Bideford. MacFarlane & Co
were leading producers of decorative ironwork and several of Bideford’s vents are now listed as
ancient monuments. One may be seen in Torrington Street, nearly opposite the Blacksmith's Arms
car-park and another almost opposite the Wooda Surgery in Barnstaple Street. Looking like a
lamppost, but with four vents and a crown on top, each has an arrow that shows the direction of the
underlying sewer’s flow.

1901, two of Baker’s boats get swept under the bridge
In October 1901, one of Messrs. Baker’s vessels, the Susanna, broke loose from her mooring,
dragging another, the Sylph, with her. The Sylph broke a bowsprit as she jammed in the corner of
the bridge, whilst the Susanna caught in the fourth arch, the tide gradually squeezing her under it
until her rails tore off and her mizzen came crashing down. Fortunately, the s.s. Devonia was at
hand, and, working with men on the shore, managed to drag her clear, before turning their attention
to making the Sylph safe.800

1902, celebrating the end of the Boer War
Commencing Oct 1899, the Boer War (in South Africa) dragged on till June 1902, leaving 20,000
who would not return. As the news of peace reached Bideford, shops and schools closed, bunting
appeared in the streets and on the ships, bands played, magistrates dismissed their cases, churches
held thanksgiving services, rifle volunteers fired a feu-de-joie, and a small mortar was discharged
from East-the-Water801.

1902, celebrating the coronation of King Edward VII
In August 1902 Bideford’s plans to mark the coronation of King Edward VII came unstuck, for a
planned public lunch was cancelled when the Local Board refused to grant a temporary licence so
the Market could be used. The residents of East-the-Water, determined not to be deprived of their
celebration, felt an independent event was called for. So, with the support of councillors Stanley
Heard and J. U. Fulford, it was decided to hold a free cold luncheon for the residents of East-theWater. Utilizing a loft provided by Mr. Heard, the initial plan was to serve five hundred people, the
whole thing being funded and provided by the residents of Shamwickshire, without involving any
external caterer802. The Bideford Weekly Gazette reported “The people of East-the-Water kept
themselves to themselves, and warned all who were unfortunate (?) enough to live at the other end
of the Long Bridge, not to trespass.”803
797 “East-the-Water Drainage” Bideford Weekly Gazette 25 July 1899 p8 c1
798 “East-the-Water Drainage: The Fair-Wage Clause” North Devon Gazette 31 Dec 1901 p8 c1
799 “East-the-Water Drainage” North Devon Gazette 19 Nov 1901 p5 c5
800 “Serious Mishap at Bideford” North Devon Journal 31 October 1901 p3 c7
801 “Bideford” North Devon Journal 5 June 1902 p8 c5
802 “A Coronation Split at Bideford” Western Times 7 August 1902 p3 c4
803 “The Great Day” Bideford Weekly Gazette 12 August 1902 p5 c1
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As those west of the Torridge watched what those “romantics” east of the water were up to, the
Local Board’s decision came in for increasing criticism and, on the day itself, a local wag adorned
the bridge with signs. Approaching East-the-Water the traveller could read “This way to the dinner,”
but travelling westward they were informed “This way to starve.”804
On the eve of the great day Railway Wharf hosted a firework display, then, on the day itself
Queen’s Wharf hosted over six hundred people, assembled to enjoy the feast. Later in the afternoon,
not wishing the younger folk to be left out, the people of East-the-Water provided a free tea for
everyone under twenty-one, before the day finally culminated with dancing at Chudleigh805.

1903, the Barton Kilns change hands
In 1903 I Baker and Son took over the Barton lime-kilns from Mr. W. Turner806. With the increasing
use of superphosphate fertilizers, and the use of lime for construction purposes becoming the more
important revenue stream for the lime-burner, such kilns were probably of more use to a builder’s
merchant than a farmer. The dramatic decline in use of lime-kilns is illustrated by the progressive
reduction in references to them in the local press. Searching for “lime” near “kiln” in a database of
Devon newspapers shows the number of references in each ten year period suddenly halved,
between 1870-9 and 1880-9, and by 1910-9 had dropped to around a tenth of the 1870-9 level.

1903, an exceptional September gale
In September 1903 a sudden overnight storm wrought havoc, waves reached a record height (the
last train from Bideford to Barnstaple frequently being drenched with spray), and, combined with a
spring tide, this did extensive damage. Persistent rain had already delayed the harvest to a critical
extent, now fields were flattened, pooks of corn were scattered like chaff and ricks were
demolished. Through the effects of wind burn “plants were shrivelled and young shoots blackened”
as though by severe frost, and the already poor apple harvest was destroyed807. Fallen ornamental
trees blocked the footpath from the Long Bridge to Torrington Lane and two barges were sunk in
the river.808

1903, terrible October flooding
In October 1903 the area was hit by record rainfall, with Barnstaple recording 85 inches in a single
day. Water stood ten feet over the Kenwith marshes and was six or seven feet deep inside the collar
factory in Westcombe Valley, the epicentre of the flooding809. The impact in East-the-Water was not
reported, but it seems unlikely that its businesses remained unscathed.

804 “Bideford” North Devon Journal 14 August 1902 p2 c3
805 “East-the-Water Dinner” Bideford Gazette 12 August 1902 p5 c3; “Bideford” North Devon Journal 14 August
1902 p2 c3
806 “Welsh Lime” Bideford Weekly Gazette 9 June 1903 p4 c3
807 “Fearful Gale” North Devon Journal 17 September 1903 p3 c1
808 “Bideford” North Devon Journal 17 September 1903 p3 c4
809 “Floods in North Devon” North Devon Journal 29 October 1903 p5 c6
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c. 1904, Devon Trading Company moves to Clarence Wharf
In 1904, after a period of absence, advertisements for the Devon Trading Company once again
began to appear in the North Devon press, in which they mention a branch office in Bideford,
without stating where it was810. From this, it seems that the Company had acquired their new
premises on Clarence Wharf in c. 1904. The site apparently included the property on the Barnstaple
Street frontage.

1905, proposal to build out at Clarence Wharf approved
The North Devon Journal of 16 Mar 1905 reported “It proposed to construct a quay-wall front of
Clarence Wharf. East-the-Water, Bideford. for the Devon Trading Co., Ltd.”811
In May 1905 it was reported that the Board of Trade had acknowledged receipt of the councils
proposal, i.e. that the proposed new wharf at East-the-Water, to be executed by the Devon Trading
Company” be kept back to the line of the Western Counties Agricultural Association812.
On 20 July 1905 the North Devon Journal carried the Board of Trade's official notice that a proposal
had been received from the Devon Trading Company, Limited, for permission to construct a stone
retaining wall (160ft. in length) in front of and about 35 feet from the existing river frontage line of
Clarence Wharf, Bideford.” . . . “the southern extremity [of Clarence Wharf] being about 400 feet
north of the eastern end of the Bideford Bridge813.
The National Archives have a record in their Board of Trade and successors: Marine Maps and
Plans section, dated 1905 and described as 'RIVER TORRIDGE, CLARENCE WHARF,
BIDEFORD, DEVONSHIRE; CONSTRUCTION OF STONE RETAINING WALL AND
RECLAMATION WORKS BY DEVON TRADING CO.LTD.; assent granted; related to H7326, 3
maps'814

1905, advertising manures from Odam’s Wharf
In Jul 1905, the Topsham based firm of Odam’s started advertising the supply of manures from
Odam’s Wharf, East-the-Water815, with products such as “Special Turnip Fertilizer, Vitriolized
Bones. Dissolved Bone Compounds. Superphosphates. Basic Superphosphate of Lime. (Hughes'
Patent).” They continued to advertise from these stores until 1908. A picture from c. 1890, however,
shows Odam’s signage alongside that for Steamer Wharf, and a builder’s merchant whose
occupancy was very short-lived, so, by this point, Odam’s had already been operating through an
East-the-Water wharf for some time.

1906, Heard's executors sell Queen's Wharf
On the 5 Jun 1906 the North Devon Gazette carried a notice that the property of the late Mr George
Heard was to be sold, the properties listed were Queen's Wharf, Grenville House (on the Quay), and
29 & 30 Mill St.816
810 e.g. North Devon Journal 18 February 1904 p1 c1; North Devon Journal 10 November 1904 p1 c3
811 “Bideford” North Devon Journal 16 Mar 1905 p8 c5
812 “Miscellaneous” Bideford Weekly Gazette - 9 May 1905 p5 c4
813 “Notice. Bideford, River Torridge, Proposed Quay Wall at Clarence Wharf.” North Devon Journal 20 July 1905 p1
c5
814 National Archives Ref. BT 356/9672
815 Bideford Weekly Gazette 4 Jul 1905 p1 c2
816 “Bideford” North Devon Gazette 5 June 1906 p3 c2
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1907, residents feeling the strain of population growth
In the near-timeless pattern of development outpacing provision of amenities, new development had
taken place at Chudleigh Terrace, Grenville Terrace and Clifton Street (over the ten or twelve
preceding years), leaving East-the-Water’s single post-box to take the strain. The local residents,
grieved that they were being so overlooked in the provision of postal services, petitioned the
Postmaster-General for a badly-needed second box817.

1907, bullocks on Queen’s wharf
In August 1907, whilst the s.s. Merthyr was unloading of a cargo of bullocks from Lundy Island on
to Queen s Wharf, all went well as they were adroitly slung ashore by steam crane, but once
liberated from their slings “more than once the men had to vamoose round a large winch with a pair
of wicked horns in unpleasantly close attendance.’”818

1907, electricity comes to the wharves
The earliest use of electric lighting in Bideford had been in 1887819, when, only months before, the
thought had been greeted by some members of the Local Board with incredulity. The possibility,
however, was certainly in their mind by 1892820, when they toyed with bringing the East-the-Water
gas-works into public ownership, widespread public adoption was still some way off. In November
1907, notices appeared in the Bideford Weekly Gazette: from the Board of Trade, granting powers
for the Mutual Electric Supply Co. of Westminster to provide an electricity distribution
infrastructure821, and from the Bideford and District Electric Power and Supply Syndicate,
announcing that they were applying for a Provision Order for the electric lighting of Bideford
District822. The scramble was on for the electrification of Bideford.

1908ish, widening of Barnstaple Street
In Jul 1907 the local Board bought up two cottages in East-the-Water for £200, for street
widening823.
North Devon Gazette of 22 December 1908 carried an advertising note in its “Christmas at the
Shops” section which noted that “With its widened main thoroughfare and the extension of building
to the South-East, East-the-Water is yearly becoming a more important part of the township.”824

817 “Local and County” Bideford Weekly Gazette 1 October 1907 p5 c4
818 “Local and County” Bideford Weekly Gazette 6 August 1907 p5 c4
819 When Messrs Tardew introduced it in their High Street store, see “The Electric Light at Bideford” Bideford Weekly
Gazette 19 March 1889
820 “The Gas Question” North Devon Journal 14 January 1892 p2 c1-2
821 “Public Notice” Bideford Weekly Gazette 27 November 1906 p3 c6
822 “Public Notice” Bideford Weekly Gazette 27 November 1906 p3 c7
823 “Bideford Town Affairs” North Devon Journal 25 July 1907 p6 c6
824 "East-the-Water." North Devon Gazette 22 December 1908 p10 c4
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1908, Bideford Motor Works established
In September 1908 a new firm of motor mechanics was established, their opening heralded by both
an advertisement in the local press, accompanied by a journalistic piece introducing the business. 825
“Messrs. J. Inman Emery, A.M.I., Mech. F. and F. T. Cox” who ran the business, brought to
Bideford experience, as motor mechanics, gained in London, though Mr. Inman Emery also claimed
“considerable and varied engineering experience in India particularly in the installation of plant for
the lighting of large palaces by electricity.” More general engineering work was solicited, including
drawing up “designs and specifications for motor boats for pleasure or racing,” and the lighting of
country houses826. The pair also stated that they were agents for the plant and system of “The Non
Explosive Gas Co. Ltd.” They claimed “A spacious and well appointed Garage will at present
comfortably accommodate a dozen large cars and is capable of extension whilst its position
alongside the repair works makes for a speedy carrying out of repairs. The all-British “Deasy” was
amongst the cars available for inspection.

1909, limestone, cement, and general goods in, clay out
In 1909, when room permitted, the Bideford Weekly Gazette carried a summary of the local
shipping news. An entry for February827 showed the Annie waiting for water at Mr. Fry’s Wharf on
12th, Althea, with manure for Victoria Wharf on 9th, Clara May to load Clay on 10th, s.s. Scotchman,
at Baker’s Wharf with road stone on 12th, and Devonia at Baker’s Wharf with general goods on 13th.
In the same period almost all cargoes at Bideford Quay were of coal, but one was a part cargo of
cement.
A snapshot, taken from three consecutive weeks in Sept. 1909828, paints a picture of ships
discharging agricultural supplies, building materials, and general goods at East-the-Water's wharves,
whilst clay was being loaded from them. Bideford Quay had more vessels visiting it, most to
discharge coal, but some to lay up. The details are presented in the table below.
Date in 1909

Point of arrival

Ship

Reason

Sept. 7th

Bideford Quay

Wolt

To discharge coal

Sept. 9th

East-the-Water

s.s. Devonia

To discharge general goods

Sept. 9th

Bideford Quay

s.s. Hopetown

To lay at quay

Sept. 10th

East-the-Water

Marion

To discharge manure

Sept. 10th

East-the-Water

Naiad

To load clay

Sept 10th

Bideford Quay

Olive and Mary

To load gravel

Sept 10th

Bideford Quay

Wave

To discharge coal

Sept. 11th

Bideford Quay

Thomas

To discharge coal

Sept 12th

Bideford Quay

Humility

To discharge coal

825 Bideford Weekly Gazette 22 September 1908 p4 c5
826 “New Engineering Works at Bideford” “Bideford Weekly Gazette 22 September 1908 p5 c5
827 “Arrival of Ships” Bideford and North Devon Gazette 16 February 1909 p5 c2
828 “Local and County” Bideford Weekly Gazette 21 September 1909 p5 c3; “Local and County” Bideford Weekly
Gazette 14 September 1909 p5 c2; “Local and County” Bideford Weekly Gazette 28 September 1909 p5 c3
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Date in 1909

Point of arrival

Ship

Reason

Sept. 13th

Bideford Quay

Maud

To discharge coal

Sept. 16th

East-the-Water

Rainbow

To discharge limestone

Sept. 16th

East-the-Water

Setti

To load clay

Sept. 16th

East-the-Water

Wolt

To load clay

Sept. 16th

Bideford Quay

Susannah

To discharge Coal

Sept. 16th

Bideford Quay

Corn Flower

In ballast

Sept. 18th

East-the-Water

Louisa

To discharge cement

Sept. 18th

East-the-Water

s.s. Devonia

To discharge general goods

Sept. 20th

Bideford Quay

Ada

To discharge coal

Sept. 23rd

Bideford Quay

Edith

To load gravel

Sept. 23rd

Bideford Quay

Purveyor

To discharge coal

Sept. 24th

Bideford Quay

s.s. Hopetown

To lay to quay

Sept. 25th

East-the-Water

s.s. Devonia

To discharge general cargo

Sept. 26th

Bideford Quay

Eliza Murry

To discharge coal

Sept. 26th

Bideford Quay

Sarah Jane

To discharge coal

Sept. 27th

Bideford Quay

Dewm

To discharge coal, then dispatched
with coal

Sept. 27th

Bideford Quay

Catherine

To discharge coal

1909, tragic loss of the SS Thistlemor
The loss of 21 lives when the SS Thistlemor foundered in Bideford Bay hit the headlines, not least
because the Thistlemor had burned flare lights from midnight, only to have them noticed at 4 a.m.,
by a coastguard who was then unable to get the lifeboat people on the phone. These events
prompted (unheeded) calls to the Board of Trade for an effective coastguard service in the Bristol
Channel829. Stung into some response, the people of the local area commissioned Gabriel, the
stonemason, to produce a monument, which was then available for inspection at his yard in
Barnstaple Street, prior to being erected in Northam churchyard830.

1909, Fulford at Queen’s Wharf
By 20 April 1909 J. U. Fulford & Son’s had begun advertising their presence at Queen’s Wharf,
East-the-Water831.
829 “Coast Watching in the Bristol Channel: Cardiff Chamber’s Comments” West Somerset Free Press 25 December
1909 p7 c5
830 Exeter and Plymouth Gazette 25 November 1910 p10 c5-6
831 “To Ensure a Good Hay Crop” Bideford Weekly Gazette 20 April 1909 p4 c1
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1911, Pollard exploring trips to Lundy
T Pollard of East-the-Water was selling tickets for a limited series of trips to Lundy on the the S.S.
Hebridean, a ship registered to carry 312 passengers. This seemed to be by way of exploring the
possibility of attracting new visitors to Devon by providing such boat trips. The Hebridean would
offer a mix of trips from Bideford and Ilfracombe832.

1913, the Pure Chemical Carbon Co. goes up in smoke
In 1911 the Pure Chemical Carbon Company of Dewsbury had established a plant on part of the
extensive Bartlett site, producing carbon products from Bartlett's waste wood. The plant contained
an engine weighing 300 tons, with a 13 ton flywheel833. In March 1913, however, 500 to 600 bags of
charcoal within a cast Iron Shed caught light, it was believed through self combustion. With the Fire
Brigade unable to do more than contain the blaze, that seems to be the last mention of the
company834.

1915, exceptional hail north of Instow
On Sunday, July 4th 1915, travellers, arriving in East-the-Water from Instow, would have brought
news of a freak hailstorm that swept by just north of the community. Slates and upturned buckets
had been left pierced “like bullet holes,”whilst six hailstones had been picked up and found to
weigh “three quarters of a pound” and at “Leigh one was found to be over five inches in
circumference”835

1915, Kynochs wood alcohol plant established
With the onset of war in 1914 the demand for cordite shot up, as did the demand for the acetone
needed to make it. In 1915 the Office of Woods and Forests, in the guise of Kynochs, established a
wood alcohol plant in Bideford836, which was then placed under the direct control of the Ministry of
Munitions837. The name of Kynoch's foreshore is linked to this company.
At the outset of the war acetone was produced from wood alcohol and that in turn by fermenting
wood to destruction. But the short supply of such wood led to the development of a new process
that could utilize a much more readily available crop - maize838. Maize may not ever have been used
in the Bideford factory, but today it is still widely grown on local farms, with most apparently used
as animal feed. The rapid soil erosion associated with this crop may help explain why the Torridge
shore seems to be muddier these days than it was in the past.

832 Mike Davy. 'S.S. “Hebridean” – July, August 1911.' http://bidefordbuzz.org.uk/2012/06/s-s-hebridean-july-august1911/ accessed 23/3/2016
833 “Occasional Notes” North Devon Journal 29 June 1911 p8 c1
834 Western Times 18 March 1913 p2 c2
835 “The Great Hailstorm In North Devon: Bideford’s History” North Devon Journal 29 July 1915 p7 c4
836 “H. M. Explosive Factories” Grace’s Guide to British Industrial History.
Online:https://www.gracesguide.co.uk/H._M._Explosive_Factories#Sites_for_Acetate_and_Acetone_Production
Accessed 25 Aug 2017
837 “H. M. Explosive Factories” Grace’s Guide to British Industrial History.
Online:https://www.gracesguide.co.uk/H._M._Explosive_Factories#Sites_for_Acetate_and_Acetone_Production
Accessed 25 Aug 2017
838 “H. M. Explosive Factories” Grace’s Guide to British Industrial History.
Online:https://www.gracesguide.co.uk/H._M._Explosive_Factories#Sites_for_Acetate_and_Acetone_Production
Accessed 25 Aug 2017
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The ‘munitions factory proved short-lived, and closed in 1919.839

1915, Routley takes over Agricultural Wharf
In 1915 Frank Ernest Routley, a corn, seed , and manure, merchant, acquired the entire of Thomas
Fry’s business on Agricultural Wharf840.

1917, steam trains on the Long Bridge
In 1916 the engines of the Bideford, Westward Ho, and Appledore Railway were commandeered for
use on the Western Front841
The North Devon Journal reported that “with the Westward Ho [sic] Railway closed and no
entertainments on the river bank or Pill, Monday was probably the quietest Bank Holiday in
Bideford since the outbreak of War.”842
“On Sunday several hundreds of residents assembled to witness the transference of the Bideford,
Westward Ho, and Appledore Railway engines “Kingsley,” “Torridge,” and “Grenville” across
Bideford Bridge to East-the-Water, preparatory to their removal on the London and South Western
Railway to other spheres of usefulness. Temporary lines were laid across the brigde [sic] and the
locomotives proceeded across under their own steam without mishap. The event was unique, even
in the history of Bideford's Long Bridge.”843
Grenville and Torridge departed from Avonmouth, Bristol, on a vessel bound for France, only for
their conveyance to be torpedoed and sunk at the entrance to the Bristol Channel844.
In Feb 1985 Model Railway Constructor magazine carried information about these engines, a
summary of which is tabulated on the Minor Railways & Tramways Locomotives page. This
suggests that they were 2-4-2T, built by the “Hunslet Engine Co. 1900”, with no.s 713, 714, 715
BWH&A. The page confirms that they went to the Government in 1917, but then adds “(Reputedly
lost when SS Gotterdammmerung [sic] was torpedoed off Cornish coast, in fact they went to
Ministry of Munitions factories).”845 The Gotterdammerung had been seized from its German
owners at the outset of the War, hence the unusual name846.

839 “Bideford” North Devon Journal 10 July 1919 p6 c4
840 North Devon Record Office (South West Heritage Trust), B611, Papers of the Fry and Routley Families” The
National Archives. Online:http://discovery.nationalarchives.gov.uk/details/r/d50d5cbb-6ec4-498a-97756d765d7f85d7 Accessed 24 Sep 2017
841 Michael Brown “Steam engines from Yorkshire found 150ft down on sea bed” 22 Oct 2011 Online:
http://www.yorkshirepost.co.uk/news/steam-engines-from-yorkshire-found-150ft-down-on-sea-bed-1-2405622
Accessed 11 May 2017
842 “Bideford” The North Devon Journal 31 May 1917 p8 c3
843 “Bideford” North Devon Journal 2 August 1917 p3 c3
844 Michael Brown “Steam engines from Yorkshire found 150ft down on sea bed” 22 Oct 2011 Online:
http://www.yorkshirepost.co.uk/news/steam-engines-from-yorkshire-found-150ft-down-on-sea-bed-1-2405622
Accessed 11 May 2017
845 Mick Field “Minor Railways & Tramways Locomotives” 1 Oct 2017 [sic 2016?]
Online:http://myweb.tiscali.co.uk/mickssrsource/tpagesrs/tminorloco.html Accessed: 11 May 2017
846 Western Mail (Cardiff, Wales), 23 October 2001 “World War I tank engines found on seabed; HERITAGE: Divers
plan to raise locomotives sunk by submarine”. (n.d.) >The Free Library. (2014).Online:
https://www.thefreelibrary.com/World+War+I+tank+engines+found+on+seabed%3b+HERITAGE
%3a+Divers+plan+to...-a079367549 Accessed: 11 May 2017
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On 22 October 2001 Yorkshire Post carried the news that the wreck had been discovered847.
According to the correspondent the locomotives found were of a type of which only three had ever
been built, those being the three engines from Bideford.
In an article in Model Rail (UK) 9 Feb 2017, the author (name unknown) reported that he had
researched the supposed loss at the Public Records Office and found no record of an S.S.
Gotterdammerung being lost, or of any other loss matching the description at an appropriate time
848
.
After the 2017 article things go very silent. It is not known whether this wreck and its cargo have
been properly authenticated, or have subsequently discredited.
Steam engines certainly were shipped to the western front, and some of them ended up sunk of
Cornwall, as the sinking of the 2866 ton French ship Saint Chamond testifies to849. She was
torpedoed 14 miles North of Saint Ives Head, on April 28th, 1918, on route from Glasgow to Saint
Nazaire, by the German submarine U 60 (Franz Grünert). She carried a general cargo, but is known
locally as the Train Wreck, as the most interesting part of her cargo is a number of steam engines, of
which six or seven remain850. It is possible that some local person, hearing of this wreck, and
assuming it was unusual to ship steam trains, put 2&2 together and got 6.

1917, the Cholmondeley turns submarine hunter
Restarick’s shipyard had been focused on non-military shipping, so it is unusual to find one of his
boats serving a fully military function, especially as it was one of his former mission ships. In July
1917 the Cholmondeley (a ship of 64 tons)851, re-named George L. Muir, was converted to serve as
Padre, as one of the 'Q' ships, armed decoy vessels used to entrap enemy submarines852. The fate of
another of Restarick’s vessels highlights the need for a role like that of Cholmondeley, for, on 29
Apr 1918, the Johnny Toole was sunk by German submarine U 105, en route from Newport to
Ballycotton853.

847 Michael Brown “Steam engines from Yorkshire found 150ft down on sea bed” 22 Oct 2011 Online:
http://www.yorkshirepost.co.uk/news/steam-engines-from-yorkshire-found-150ft-down-on-sea-bed-1-2405622
Accessed 11 May 2017
848 “My life's works – where are they now?”
849 “SS Saint Chamond [+1918]” Wreck Site Online: http://www.wrecksite.eu/wreck.aspx?11778 Accessed 11 May
2017
850 John Liddiard “Wreck Tour: 38, The St Chamond” Divernet Online: http://www.divernet.com/wrecktours/p301675-wreck-tour:-38the-st-chamond.html Accessed 11 May 2017
851 “World War 1 at Sea - Ships of the Royal Navy, 1914-1919; WARSHIPS, Part 2, Old Sloops to Assault Ships”
(Based on "British Warships 1914-1919" by F J Dittmar & J J Colledge) The National Museum Royal Navy.
Online: http://www.naval-history.net/WW1NavyBritishShips-Dittmar3WarshipsB.htm Accessed:24 Jun 2017.
Duncan Fielder has this vessel as the 64 ton Bridesmaid, launched by Restarick in 1882 [Fielder, History of
Bideford, 1985, 81]
852 E. Keble Chatterton. Q-ships and Their Story. Keble Chatterton, 2010, 177
853 “Johnny Toole” uboat.net, Online:http://uboat.net/wwi/ships_hit/3190.html Accessed 17 July 2017
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1918, exemptions from military services
In March 1918 Bideford Borough Tribunal re-considered exemptions from military service for Eastthe-Water based “Wm. John Way, 36, Grade 2, coal merchant, and Frank E. Routley, reduced from
Class A to Grade 2, seed merchant.” The National Service representative suggested that “there were
several firms with these trades in the district, and that by co-operation some of the tradesmen might
be released. Other places had found that co-operation could be carried out.” Whereupon Mr. J. U.
Fulford, another East-the-Water seed merchant, observed “It works all right in big towns, but it
won’t work in small towns. There is too much trade jealousy.” Leaving the representative to observe
“It is a discredit to Bideford,” before granting temporary extensions for both exemptions.854

1920, infantry horses boarding on Barnstaple Street
In 1920, Chaplin & Co. of Bideford (near the good's-yard) and John Way and Son. (opposite
Clarence Wharf), had both “Boarded-out” light draught horses, suitable for Field Artillery'855.

1920, Devonia collides with H.F.Bolt
In 1920 the Devonia appears to have been operating out of Brunswick Wharf as the ketch H.F. Bolt,
delivering coal to I. Baker & Sons., collided with her as she was moored. There was apparently an
arrangement between the steamship company and Baker's men that the latter would shift the
Devonia when the moorings were needed for a delivery. 856

1921, slump in shipping sees vessels laid up
December 1921 saw twenty-three vessels, mostly large steamers, laid up on the river between
Appledore and Bideford.857 Postcards from the period show three moored just north of Railway
Wharf, off Southcott Marsh.

1921, care of Chudleigh Fort handed to the Council's
On August 24th the War Memorial Committee handed over the care of Chudleigh Fort to the
Council.858 The entire of Peace Park having been purchased by public subscription as a War
Memorial for Bideford’s fallen sons.

1922, a steamer collides with the long bridge
On 23 Nov 1922 the North Devon Journal reported that a steamer, leaving her berth, collided with
the eastern end of the bridge, damaging the ironwork and the railings of the ornamental garden
adjacent to the wharf.859

854 “Bideford Borough Tribunal” North Devon Journal 21 March 1918 p3 c1
855 “Bideford Horse Show” North Devon Journal 5 August 1920 p2 c4
856 Devon and Exeter Daily Gazette 15 September 1920 p1 c6
857 “Bideford in 1921” North Devon Journal 29 December 1921 p3 c4
858 “Bideford in 1921” North Devon Journal 29 December 1921 p3 c5
859 “Bideford” North Devon Journal 23 November 1922 p8 c4
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1922, County Council recommend widening the long Bridge
Devon County Council's Bridges and Main Roads Committee adopted a report recommending that
the Long Bridge be widened and that the council should contribute toward the cost of so doing860.

1923 Brunswick Wharf sees the port’s largest load to-date
On 23 March, the Western Morning News carried a picture of the German Steamship Weser, moored
at Brunswick Wharf to discharge a cargo of superphosphates from Holland, with the suggestion that
this was, at that time, believed to be the largest cargo ever landed at the port of Bideford861. The
Weser appears to have been a vessel, launched in 1923, of 997 tons grt, and 67.4 x10.5 meter862.

1923, Port of Barnstaple bolstered by Bideford's trade
Commenting upon an article in the Western Morning News and Mercury, that noted “a great
increase in trade of the Port of Barnstaple,” Mr. W. T. Goaman cited testimony, from an Appledore
merchant, that there were two or three ships to Bideford for every one bound to Barnstaple. In
support of this observation, one alderman noted that his business was based at Northam and
Westleigh, but he could only get a small boat up to Barnstaple once a fortnight. Concern was
expressed that, as Bideford no longer enjoyed independent port status, the expansion, of the town's
maritime trade, contributed to the reputation of Barnstaple as a place for business, rather than to that
of Bideford863.

1923, North Devon Farmers Ltd on Barnstaple Street
It is, as yet, unclear how long they were there for, but in 1923, at least, North Devon Farmers Ltd.,
Agricultural Merchants & Engineers, were on Barnstaple Street (on Newcombe’s Wharf)864 and they
were still there in 1953, as, at that time, the Barum milestone was affixed to their wall865.

1924, Anglo-American Oil do their bit to beautify Devon
In January 1924 the Anglo American Oil Co.’s North Devon division, based in Barnstaple and with
a depot in East-the-Water, led the way in support of a growing movement to preserve the beauty of
England by doing away with billboards, becoming the first big concern to take down all of theirs866.

1924-5, the long bridge was widened
In 1924-5 the Long Bridge was widened and restored using reinforced concrete, with facing to
restore its traditional stone appearance867.

860 “Bideford's Historic Bridge” North Devon Journal 23 November 1922 p3 c1-2
861 Western Morning News 23 March 1923 p1 c5-7
862 Tony Allen. “Weser SS (1923~1924) Maas SS (+1944)” 14 April 2014. Online:
http://www.wrecksite.eu/wreck.aspx?248064 Accessed 2 May 2017
863 “Thriving Bideford; Claim to Pride of Place as Port” Western Morning News 27 March 1923 p3 c5
864 R. E. L. Hookway, draughtsman. “Proposed Widening of Barnstaple Street” 17 Oct 1923 Copy taken by I Baker &
Son. Presented for use by Way of The Wharves in 2016 by Baker’s heirs.
865 W. Ascott, Random Notes on Old Bideford and District. Bideford: Gazette, 1953, advertisements on the back pages
866 “Local” North Devon Journal 10 January 1924 p4 c7
867 Whiting & Christie, Long Bridge, 2006, pg 17
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In February 1924 a lorry, belonging to the Anglo American Oil Co., and driven by Charles Cloke,
an experienced driver, set out on a round from the company’s East-the-Water depot, carrying 300
gallons of oil and forty two-gallon cans of petrol. Turning across the bridge it passed under the
archway of the travelling crane, but, on coming to the temporarily narrowed section, it broke
through the temporary plank side-walk and wire railings to plummet to the bed of the river. The
two-ton tanker ruptured, creating a slick on the river, and both the driver and his son (who was
assisting him) were badly injured. The injured parties were removed to East-the-Water slipway,
beside Pitt's Motor Works, where a doctor was in waiting to treat them868.

1924, widening of Barnstaple Street approved
The Devon and Exeter Gazette of 23 August 1924869 carried a report a scheme had been approved,
for the widening of Barnstaple Street and Station Hill, with the installation of five foot wide
footpaths, and the acquisition of property to allow it to happen.

1924, developing of Sentry Corner begins
Those who worked on the wharves needed a place to live, so some mention of housing schemes in
their hinterland is not entirely inappropriate. Commencing around 1924 four houses had been built
at Sentry Corner, though by 1928 only two had sold870. Much larger schemes were to follow in
1933.

1927, lightning storm hits Bideford
Following a lightning storm that lasted most of the night, the North Devon Journal reported that
“Damager to Bideford was considerable,” listing instances of animals being struck by lightning,
chimneys toppled, and streets inches deep in water that left mud and gravel behind. A strip of roof
was blown from one of the new houses in East-the-Water, where, elsewhere, a kitchen was washed
away when a sewer overflowed871.

1928, Barnstaple Street widening behind schedule
By May 1928 the project for widening Barnstaple Street was dragging behind schedule, but needed
only the tarmac laying, which, it was hoped, would be completed by the holiday season872.

1928, Bideford re-gains its port status
Thanks, in no small part, to the activities of a local-lad made good, Sir William Readon Smith,
Bideford had thirty-three ships registered there, at 271,000 tons, this exceeded that at any of
Devon's other ports. A deputation to Winston Churchill, Winston Churchill, persuaded him to
reinstate the town as a port873. The event was marked by the presentation of a silver galleon to the
Borough and the beating of the bounds of the port by the Appledore lifeboat (then celebrating its
100th year)874.
868 “Sensational Accident at Bideford” North Devon Journal 7 February 1924 p7 c2
869 Devon and Exeter Gazette of 23 August 1924 p5 c5
870 “Bideford Builder’s Bankruptcy” North Devon Journal 25 October 1928 p7 c5
871 “Great Thunderstorm in North Devon” North Devon Journal 8 September 1927 p3 c2
872 “Road Work: Barnstaple Street Improvement.” North Devon Journal 17 May 1928 p8 c5.
873 Peter Christie. Secret Bideford. Stroud, Gloucestershire: Amberley, 2015. Pg. 26
874 “Shades of Devonshire Captains Hover Smiling: Bideford a Port Again” Derby Daily Telegraph 29 August 1928 p7
c4-5
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1928, Tarka wins the Hawthornden Prize
Henery Williamson’s book, Tarka the Otter, was awarded the Hawthornden Prize for Literature,
introducing the book to a far wider audience and securing its fame.

1929, stock market crash in USA triggers Great Depression
On 29 October 1929 (Black Tuesday) a stock market crash precipitated panic on Wall Street. The
effects lasted as much as ten years, and it is estimated that international trade slumped by up to
50%875. There was probably no part of the UK that failed to feel the Depression’s impact, and
traders on the wharves would certainly have been effected.

1930s impromptu pony races on the sands
Following the closure of the once-popular pony racing venue near Abbotsham, known as
Shebbertown Racecourse, in c. 1930876, perhaps prompted by the depression, there seems to have
been a thirst for more basic, cheap & cheerful, entertainment. It is at this period that the tidal
sandbanks of East-the-Water were used for impromptu races877. Held as a prelude to the annual
Bideford regatta, but not a formal part of it, this was not the first time races had been held on the
sands, as similar racing is reported from 1882 (see above).

1930, East-the-Water becomes Bideford, East
For centuries that suburb of Bideford on the east of the Torridge had been consistently known as
East-the-Water (though the hyphenation often varied), but from about 1930 onwards “Bideford,
East” begins to appear in the local press instead878, until, by 1940, that new name had almost
entirely replaced the old, even though most maps preserved it.

875 Robert H. Frank & Ben S. Bernanke. Principles of Macroeconomics (3rd ed.). Boston: McGraw-Hill/Irwin, 2007 p.
98.
876 The last mention in the press seems to relate to the auction of the grass keep of the racecourse in the Western Times
of 17 April 1930 (p1 c3)
877 Fielder, History of Bideford, 1985, 82
878 e.g. see “Properties For Sale” North Devon Journal 23 January 1930 p1 c4, entry for “Sunnyside”
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1931, larger vessels laid up in the Torridge
During the Great Depression of the 1930s, it was commonplace for larger vessels that lacked work
to moor up in sheltered estuaries and 'sit it out.' The Western Times of 25 August 1932 reported that
30 vessels were laid up in the Torridge, with some having been there over a year, others having left
and returned. These were large vessels (1,743 to 7,9006 tons), with the largest being three tankers
(Scottish Chief, Scottish American, and Scottish Minstrel)879, belonging to Tankers Limited, of
London880. At least seven of these ships, all Elder Dempster fleet cargo boats, were still there in
1938, when several of them were reportedly leaving881. Pictures from that period show numerous
vessels moored on the Torridge, mostly on the eastern side between Instow and Tapley Park, but
some off Westleigh and Windmill Lane. One postcard, with a view taken from Upcott, appears to
show three such vessels moored just downstream off Cross Park. In 1933 the owners generously
opened several of the vessels to the public, with a 6d entrance fee, and organised a dance on
another, the money raised going to the Bideford Carnival fund882.

1930-33, developing at Pollyfield
The Council already had a site developed at Sentry Corner, but subject to restrictions on the type of
housing that could be built. In 1931 they were considering a further site at Pollyfield883 and in 1932
a site for forty-two new properties at Sentry Corner884. The building itself took place in 1933, at a
cost of between £12,000 and £13,000, and with delivery for tenant occupation within seven weeks
being a feature of the project. Planned to be completed within a year, the project looked set to
complete in half that time. The developer used by the Council was The Universal Housing Co. Ltd.
of Rickmansworth885. The first 20 houses were opened in April 1933, with rents fixed at five
shillings for a two bedroom house and six shillings for a three bedroom one, with 120 applicants for
the 42 houses886.
The scheme was so successful that, in April 1933, with the original scheme nearing completion, the
Council decided to apply to the Ministry of Health for the funds to extend it887.
It is said that, around this time, winning designs for homes were exhibited at the Ideal Housing
Exhibition, and that, in 1927, a modest two storey red brick house, designed by Gordon Allen, was
exhibited, subsequently to be erected around the country by the Universal Housing Co Ltd. The
source of this is a Wikipedia article888 that lacks citations, so the information needs verifying, but
this might tie in with this Rickmansworth based company building homes in Bideford.
Peter Christie has published two photographs showing these houses under construction889.

879 “30 Idle Ships in River Torridge” Western Morning News 25 August 1932 p7 c2
880 Nick Robbins. Scotland and the Sea: The Scottish Dimension in Maritime History. Barnsley: Seaforth, 2014. no
page numbers.
881 “Ships in the Torridge” Western Morning News 29 September 1938 p4 c2
882 “Idle Ships as Dance Halls”Aberdeen Press and Journal 9 August 1933
883 “Bideford Housing” North Devon Journal 21 May 1931 p8 c3-4
884 “Bideford Town Council and Sentry Corner” Exeter and Plymouth Gazette 15 July 1932 p20 c5
885 North Devon Journal 19 January 1933 p4 c1
886 “Bideford Housing Development” Western Times 7 April 1933 p6 c2
887 “Bideford Housing Matters” North Devon Journal 6 April 1933 p7 c2
888 “Ideal House Competition” Wikipedia. Online: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ideal_House_Competition Accessed:
22 April 2017.
889 Christie, Illustrations, 2008, 64-65
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Mid 1930s, Mayor of Shamwickshire elections suppressed
In East-the-Water the Shamwickshire Election, in which a mock 'mayor,' often accompanied by a
'mayoress' (also male) were elected, amidst satirical speeches and general revelry. As in most places
that had such ‘mock’ elections, they were inclined to become a drunken and unruly affair. Having
flourished in the 1820s, the festivities, with their rolling tar barrels, liberal consumption of alcohol,
and drunken speeches, gave such offence to the town council that they were suppressed in the mid
1930s.890

1935, celebrating Empire Day
A special tea for about 200 people was organised East-the-Water, with local dignitaries in
attendance, including both the Mayor of Bideford and the Mayor of Shamwickshire (Mr. T.
Squires), the later appearing in a rather more sober manner than in years of yore, and dutiful paying
his respects to Bideford’s mayor. East-the-Water always seems to have been rather more inclined to
royalist sympathies than the remainder of Bideford, and often seemed more ready to host such
royalty-related celebrations. On this occasion the King received a telegram, reading “Greetings of
loyalty and affection; we are celebrating Empire Day; from the children of Shamwickshire,
Bideford, Devon,” to which he replied with thanks.
The Mayor of Shamwickshire would continue to be a part of East-the-Water life, but henceforth his
reformed worshipfullness would generally make his appearances at charitable or fund-raising
events. Often this would be the local carnival891.
Combe Martin carnival also seemed to get in on the act, featuring a Mayor of Shamwickshire in
1945892.
These days the mayorship has been revived, but with the mayoral appointment an honorary
position, and the Mayor of Shamwickshire appearing occasionally in support of Shamwickshire
events.

1936, the Tetty Boat was broken up
The Tetty Boat, worked at one time by ‘old Bob of all,’ Bob Kivell, and subsequently single
handedly by his son ‘Royal’ Kivell, Tom Kivell, was finally broken up, having plied the local
waters for over a hundred years893. Prior to the outbreak of the first world war, he often took the
Tetty Boat to Fremington for clay, navigating Fremington Pill as far as Muddlebridge before
loading up to 30 tons, this to be unloaded, after shooting the Long Bridge, at Binney’s Slip, opposite
Tanton’s Hotel. Another frequent run was apparantly from the gravel banks in the estuary to New
Kiln, at Annery Brickworks, Landcross894.

1936, Fulford, Trump & Co. formed
The next step in the expansion of the Fulford business empire

890 Fielder, History of Bideford, 1985, 83
891 “Bideford” Exeter and Plymouth Gazette 31 May 1935 p19 c2
892 “Carnival Queens” North Devon Journal 13 September 1945 p7 c4
893 Grant & Hughes, North Devon Barges, 1975, 16-17
894 Grant & Hughes, North Devon Barges, 1975, 16
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1939-1945, World War II
In 1941 the police clamped down on black-out infringements, with those prosecuted and fined
including individuals in Glenfield, Old Torrington-road, Bideford East, Sunnyside, Bideford, and
Torridge Street, Bideford East895.
The Bridge Trust, then owner of the two small areas of garden beside the eastern end of the bridge,
allowed water tanks to be installed, for the use of fire-fighters896.
An air-raid shelter was constructed in the playground of the Torrington Street school, whilst at the
East end of the bridge and in the churchyard at St Peter’s public further shelters were constructed897.
In event of invasion, bridges and their approach roads became strategic targets. To defend
Bideford’s several measures were taken: Pollard’s wharf gained a machine-gun post; the steam lorry
fleet of the Devon Trading Co. stood ready as a mobile roadblock, to be deployed at the junction of
Barnstaple Street and the Old Barnstaple Road; a mortar pit was installed above the cemetery.898
Older residents remember the Americans concreting over an area behind the ship-on launch, but
most were, at the time, probably of an age to be more interested in the sweets they recall were given
out by “the Yanks” at Victoria Wharf.
The Ketch Bessie Clarke, built by Restarick in 1881, found a new life as a mooring point for a
barrage balloon.899

1942, the invasion of East-the-Water
In September 1942, East-the-Water found itself invaded at daybreak, not by Hitler, but by a platoon
of the 24th Battalion, from Torrington, as part of a Home Guard exercise900.

1944, the Royal Hotel a hub for D-day planning
The Green Room in the Royal Hotel was used for meetings by senior military officers involved in
the preparations for D-day and taking significant strategic decisions901. Following the war, one
general, referring to the Royal Hotel, noted “More secrets have been discussed in this room than
probably any other hotel in the country.”

895 "Black-out Fines" Western Times 26 September 1941 p8 c5
896 Peter Christie. Secret Bideford. Stroud, Gloucestershire: Amberley, 2015. Pg 11
897 Peter Christie. Secret Bideford. Stroud, Gloucestershire: Amberley, 2015. Pg 88
898 Peter Christie. Secret Bideford. Stroud, Gloucestershire: Amberley, 2015. Pg 87
899 “Bessie Clarke; 30-3095 ” Braunton Museum. Ehive.
Online:https://ehive.com/collections/4561/objects/167486/bessie-clarke Accessed:28 Nov 2017
900 “H.G.’s Big Weekend” North Devon Journal 1 October 1942 p4 c2
901 The Royal Hotel; A Brief History of the Royal Hotel. Bideford:Royal Hotel, 2016 (electronic manuscript printed on
demand), 12.
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1944, rocket ships at railway wharf
A picture902, probably taken in 1946, (but possibly in April 1944), shows two naval vessels at
Railway Wharf. Both were Landing Craft Tank (Rocket) Mk, or LCT(R)3 vessels, a type of rocket
barge (known colloquially as a “rocket ship”). Based on the design of a landing craft normally used
for carrying tanks, these were specially adapted for use on D-day. Each was fitted with batteries of
“beach rockets,” capable of a salvo of up to 1,064 rockets, depositing about 17 tons of explosive
over an area of 685 by 145 m, from a two mile range. After reloading once the launchers were then
jettisoned and the vessels served as ferries903.
One of the vessels shown in the picture is the American LCTR 425. The American’s LCT(R)3s
were based at the US Navy’s European ‘Base II’, in Roseneath, Argyll and Bute, Scotland, but in
preparation for D-day these formidable weapons needed to be moved to the south coast. On 20 Mar
1944 a convoy (comprised two LCFs, three LCTRs, and three LCGs) set sail, bound for their new
home in Dartmouth, from which they would take part in training for D-day in South Devon. LCTR
425 accompanied this convoy, which is known to have visited Appledore on route, before reaching
Dartmouth on 4 April 1944904.

1945, the crash of Wellington “P” Peter
On 7th March 1945 a Wellington bomber, “P” Peter, of 407 (Demon) Squadron of the Royal
Canadian Air Force’s Coastal Strike Command, crashed in a field near Round Hill905. A simple
monument stands beside the Tarka Trail to recall the event. The squadron, part of which were based
at Chivenor from Dec 1943, regularly flew sorties against German shipping and helped protect
friendly vessels from u-boat attacks906. The Squadron’s Operation’s Record Book (ORB) recorded
that “F/L Ernie Duckworth J.25370 Pilot and Captain of “P” Peter, taking off shortly after 20.00hrs
on a routine SE Homing Flight under perfect conditions, was unable to gain height because of
engine trouble and crashed into a field near Bideford some minutes later.”907 The ORB goes on to
mention that the Wellington skidded through a stone and scrub hedge-bank in the process, which
was probably why half its crew of six were killed and one airman was seriously injured. The names
of the casualties being Flt/Lt E. V. Duckworth, P/Off. J. K. Andrews, P/Off C.J. Butler, and Fg/Off
A. Izenberg (injured).

902 Bideford Buzz February 2011. Page 9
903 Mitch Williamson “Landing Craft, Gun (LCG) and Landing Craft, Tank (Rocket) (LCT(R)” Posted 25 Oct 2015 at
Weapons and Warfare. Online: https://weaponsandwarfare.com/2015/10/25/landing-craft-gun-lcg-and-landingcraft-tank-rocket-lctr/ Accessed 24 Feb 2018.
904 Carr. “US Navy Landing Craft Tank (Rocket)” Combined Operations. Online: http://www.combinedops.com/US
%20LANDING%20CRAFT%20ROCKET.htm Accessed 24 Feb 2018
905 Text of monument on the Tarka Trail near Kynoch’s Bank, visited personally in 2016.
906 “No. 407 (Demon) Squadron Royal Canadian Air Force” The Wartime Memories Project.
Online:http://www.wartimememoriesproject.com/ww2/allied/royalairforce/sqdview.php?pid=558 Accessed 12 Oct
2017
907 Public Records Office document ref AIR 27/1795 quoted by Brian Lacey, of Sentry Corner, quoted by “Tango
Alpha” in “Some memories of World War 2 in Bideford.”, posted on 01/04/2013 at Bideford Buzz. Online:
http://bidefordbuzz.org.uk/2013/04/some-memories-of-world-war-2-in-bideford/ Accessed: 12 Oct 2017
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Eye witness testimony from an elderly resident of East-the-Water suggests that the bomber came
down across East-the-Water, for, as a boy, he watched it fly low across Nuttaberry Hill, between
Gas House and the gas retort, before finally crashing in the fields beyond908. One can only imagine
the struggle Duckworth had to avoid coming down on the gas works and what might have happened
had the aircraft done so. It is fortunate that the munitions work had already long closed, or that
might have raised the stakes even higher.

1946, landing craft along the Torridge
Visitors returning to the area for the summer season were greeted with scores of landing craft along
the shores of the Torridge and at Instow. Westward Ho! was still under military control and the
decision had been taken to set up a training ground for Combined Operations in the Taw/Torridge
estuary909.

1940s, gravel barging restricted
For much of the preceding half-century gravel barges had been a familiar site in East-the-Water,
with the Kivell barging dynasty based there and gravel routinely landed at the wharves, initially for
potteries and later for builder’s merchants. By the 1940s, however, it had become apparent that so
much gravel had already been removed that it had effected the hydrology of the estuary, making
navigation more difficult (through shifting the Bideford Bar and making navigation channels
shallower and more prone to change), destroying the mussel trade, and removing the protection
given through gravel banks acting as natural breakwaters910. Grant and Hughes suggest that the
measures taken were too few and too late to stop this decline911.

1950, a checkpoint on the bridge
For a weekend in August 1950 the Ministry of Transport announced that drivers could be stopped
on the eastern end of Bideford Bridge, the aim being to solicit their views on the future pattern of
trunk roads in the area. This was one of four check-points which were active in the area912.

1950, tender for shops at Barton Tors
Acceptance of a tender for £6,628, for four shops at Barton Tors, was recommended to the Ministry
of Health, by the Council913.

1963, exceptional winter ice on the Torridge
The Torridge froze over and the severe pressure of ice building up against the bridge was a cause
for concern914.

908 David Fulford (former Mayor of Bideford), 2016, personal communication.
909 ‘North Devon “Invasion”’ Western Times 9 August 1946 p4 c2
910 Grant & Hughes, North Devon Barges, 1975, 21
911 Grant & Hughes, North Devon Barges, 1975, 21
912 “Bideford Check for Minister” North Devon Journal 10 August 1950 p5 c3
913 “Applications for Bideford Houses” North Devon Journal 21 September 1950 p8 c3
914 Frank E Whiting & Peter Christie. The Long Bridge of Bideford Through The Centuries. Bideford:Bideford Bridge
Trust, 2006, pg 19. “Bideford Bridge in Winter, January 1963; 1963; 130” photograph held by Burton Art Gallery
and Museum. Published on sHive. Online https://ehive.com/collections/4566/objects/159564/bideford-bridge-inwinter-january-1963 Accessed 5 Sept 2017

Last updated 9 Sep 2018

Page 167 of 177

© R I Kirby

Historical Notes relating to Bideford's East-the-Water Shore

1963, East-the-Water features on a matchbox
In 1963 Bideford Bridge (and with it East-the-Water’s wharves) featured as one of only four designs
in the Old West Country Series of matches, produced by the Two Counties Match Company of
Honiton.915

1965, last passenger service on the railway
27 March 1963 marked the publication of Beeching’s report “The Reshaping of British Railways,”
which made the closure of the rail line to Bideford one of its recommendations. Thus, 2 October
1965 saw the last regular passenger service leave Bideford Station, severing a major artery into the
town916. Occasional passenger excursions, however, continued to use the line from time to time. As
some demand remained for occasional freight specials, the odd train still used the line, primarily for
the transport of clay. These too would cease, but not until 1982.

1966ish?, Zoo animals arrive by train
Derek Barnes recalls animals for Bideford Zoo arriving by train. This Zoo was only open between
May 1966 and Oct 1970917.

1968, part of Bideford bridge collapsed
On 9th Jan 1968 the two western arches partially collapsed. Vital services links survived, but were
threatened by any further deterioration of the situation. There was also the danger of a gas explosion
if the main was severed, though this was avoided918. The bridge also carried the transatlantic
telephone cable, which leaves our shores in Cornwall. That, unfortunately, was severed919. Yet that
was only temporarily, and when the telephone link via the Long Bridge was finally closed in
January 1981, it had linked the countries for 150 years920.
The need for people to continue to get across the Torridge became a pressing issue and various
means were deployed to get those without cars across the river, including: travel via Great
Torrington; a “Salmon Boat Ferry” operated by the towns Salmon fishermen (using three boats);
the use of military amphibious vehicles operating from Instow921.

1968, station buildings demolished on the west of the track
Peter Christie has published a picture from 1968, of the demolition work in progress. 922

915 “Old West Country series.” Old Cornish Mine Matchbox Labels. Online:http://old-cornish-mines.co.uk/?
page_id=145 Accessed 7 Jan 2018
916 “History of the Railway to Instow and Bideford” Bideford Railway Heritage Cantre.
Online:www.bidefordrailway.co.uk/line-history/ Accessed 11 May 2017
917 “Zebras arriving by train? “ Bideford Buzz, Nov 2010, pg 9
918 Frank E Whiting & Peter Christie. The Long Bridge of Bideford Through The Centuries. Bideford:Bideford Bridge
Trust, 2006, pg 21-22
919 Fielder, History of Bideford, 1985, 85
920 Fielder, History of Bideford, 1985, 98
921 Personal communication from Derek Barnes, a former Salmon Fisherman
922 Christie, Illustrations, 2008, Pg 85
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1971, Western Counties Agricultural Co-Op. Assoc. wound up
In 1971 the Western Counties Agricultural Co-operative Association was wound up923. and it was
probably at about this period that the Association’s mill on Victoria Wharf was demolished as it is
marked as a mill on O.S. mapping from 1963. It does not, however, appear on the 1:2,500 O.S. map
of 1973.

1976, the Lion Stores warehouse opens
Planning use history indicates that a change of use to become a retail outlet, was refused in 1976, at
which time the previous owner are given as 'Fulford Trumps.' It looks as if the application was
refused because a similar one had been approved elsewhere.

1980, construction of Ethelwynne Brown Close approved
Planning permission sought in 1979 & 1980. 1st phase commenced thereafter. An incidental source
suggests that Phase 1 was completed in 1989, but this has yet to be verified from more reliable
sources.
The close is named after a former mayoress, who was organist at the Bank End mission chapel924. At
the time of her appointment in 1865, Etheleynne Brown was only the second female mayor of
Bideford in the 392 years since the towns charter was granted925.

1985, rotting boats cleared from the eastern Torridge shore
In 1985, prompted by the accumulation of abandoned, rotting, vessels on the Torridge’s eastern
shore, Torridge District Council intervened to clear the worst of the mess.926

1980s, gasometers demolished
The gasometers were finally removed in the 1980s927.

1980, U. B. M. Devon Ltd. at Clarence Wharf
In 1980 U. B. M. Devon Ltd. Appear to have moved onto Clarence Wharf, as they sought planning
permission for a new sign928. U.B.M. seem to have sold the site, which included land needed for the
Woods Surgery, to Torridge District Council, then leased back part for themselves. Sub-letting
sections of it to other organisations such as Bridge M.S.C.

923 National Archives, Board of Trade papers, Ref. BT 31/43307/14088, catalogue description.
924 Communication from Joyce Eastley posted by Rose Arno, Bideford Buzz, 2011, June Edition, page 9.
Online:http://bidefordbuzz.org.uk. Accessed: 13 Jun 2013
925 Newspaper clipping with date but no citation, “Bideford” Bideford & District Community Archive. Online:
https://www.bidefordarchive.org.uk/bideford?id=335amp;Itemid=111 Accessed 24 April 2018
926 Christie, Illustrations 2, 2009, Pg 176
927 Peter Christie. Secret Bideford. Stroud, Gloucestershire: Amberley, 2015, 80
928 Torridge District Council, Planning Application no. 1/0785/1980 (1/1489/80/8/483), received 22 Aug 1980
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1982, final trains through East-the-Water
In 1982 the final freight trains rolled through East-the-Water, laden with ball-clay from Meeth929. A
final passenger excursion train was run on the railway line on 6th November 1982930

1985, planning permission granted for the Wooda Surgery
Planning permission, originally granted for an application submitted in 1982, was re-submitted in
1985, and again approved. It detailed a Surgery/Health Centre, with parking spaces, on part of the
land of UBM Ltd, and part of the old Goods Yard931.

1985, the railway tracks lifted
The railway tracks were lifted in 1985, as work began to clear the line for the Taw/Torridge Country
Park (now the Tarka Trail)932

1985, redevelopment of the old wharves announced
On 16/5/1985 the North Devon Journal announced plans to redevelop the Brunswick Wharf area of
East-the-Water.’s old wharves933 Nothing was to come of these.

1986, the world’s largest electronic organ
On 19/6/1986 the North Devon Journal reported that Wyvern Organs, Bideford, had produced the
world's largest computerised electronic organ.934 Wyvern were based on the old School site in
Torrington Street

1986, J.H. Bennet at Brunswick Wharf
In Jan 1986 planning approval was sought for change of use at Clarence Wharf 935. The
accompanying plan marks a coal yard at Brunswick Wharf.
A development brief, dated August 1987, identifies J. H. Bennets Ltd. [sic] coal/solid fuel
distributors as present on Brunswick Wharf936. Other, occupants of the wharves at this point
included:
•

Fuelserve Ltd, coal/solid fuel distributor;

929 “History of the Railway to Instow and Bideford” Bideford Railway Heritage Centre.
Online:www.bidefordrailway.co.uk/line-history/ Accessed 11 May 2017
930 “History of the Railway to Instow and Bideford” Bideford Railway Heritage Centre.
Online:www.bidefordrailway.co.uk/line-history/ Accessed 11 May 2017
931 Torridge District Council, Planning Application 1/0484/1982 received 26 May 1982, also 1/0171/1985
(1/484/82/8/483) received 1 May 1985.
932 “History of the Railway to Instow and Bideford” Bideford Railway Heritage Centre.
Online:www.bidefordrailway.co.uk/line-history/ Accessed 11 May 2017
933 Peter Christie. "Further Items from Peter Christie's 'Looking Back' Column" GENUKI. 2017.
http://genuki.cs.ncl.ac.uk/DEV/DevonMisc/NDJ-LookingBack5.html. Accessed 18-8-2014
934 Peter Christie. "Further Items from Peter Christie's 'Looking Back' Column" GENUKI. 2017.
http://genuki.cs.ncl.ac.uk/DEV/DevonMisc/NDJ-LookingBack5.html. Accessed 18-8-2014
935 Torridge District Council, Planning Application no. 1/1545/1985 (1/1545/85/8/483), received 14 Jan 1986
936 Brunswick, Queens, & Clarence Wharfs Development Brief Bideford East. Torridge District Council. August 1987
Ref. GT/LSP/LOCAL PLANS/AUGUST 87
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•

Bideford Martial Arts Club;

•

R. Harris & Sons, builder’s store;

•

C.S. Taylor, carpenter/joiner;

•

Riverside Resprays, vehicle body repairs;

•

Community Programme.

1987, Torridge District Council publishes a brief
With Torridge District Council now owning a substantial site on Clarence Wharf, and the owners of
Queens and Brunswick wharves all indicating a willingness to sell, the Council drew up a
Development Brief, in an attempt to set the agenda for future developments937, for example, by
indicating that housing would not be considered a key element of future development (which was
seen as being more a mix of homes, offices, shops, and craft industrial units), by highlighting the
need to retain a sense of the history of the site, by identifying the need to preserve a walkway
alongside the river front at Clarence Wharf, and by pointing out potential issues, such as the
possibility that expansion of port activities might depend upon retention of facilities on this shore.

1987, Bideford bypass and Torridge Bridge opened
1987 saw the completion of the new Bideford Bypass that would carry the North Devon link-road
past congested Bideford938. From an East-the-Water perspective, the new road brought some muchneeded relief of the congestion in Barnstaple Street, but also made it easier for tourists to bypass
Bideford's traders. Central to the bypass was the construction of a the bridge across the Torridge.
The new bridge was built of box segments, pieced together as a series of balanced cantilevers. The
original specification, using only Portland blast-furnace slag cement, set too slowly to keep to
schedule, so the mix was changed to include a proportion of ordinary Portland cement, each section
containing a slightly different ratio, thus blending the colour change across the bridge. The finished
structure, designed to look attractive, yet capable of resisting the impact of a 2500 ton displacement
vessel (travelling at six knots with a 2.5 knot following tide) in conjunction with 60mph wind gusts,
won the overall award in the The Concrete Society ‘s 1988 awards competition.939
On Sunday 10 May 1987 local people were allowed to walk across the new Torridge Bridge, and
also through it940.

1988, Queen’s Wharf merged into Brunswick Wharf
In June 1988 planning approval was sought (subsequently granted) for the open area at Queen’s
Wharf, then being used for car parking, to be used as an extension of the Brunswick Wharf coalyard, providing it with a safer entrance941. The applicant was J. H. Bennetts Limited, of 72 Market
Jew Street, Penzance.
937 Brunswick, Queens, & Clarence Wharfs Development Brief Bideford East. Torridge District Council. August 1987
Ref. GT/LSP/LOCAL PLANS/AUGUST 87
938 Derek York. “Bideford Bypass and the New Torridge Bridge” Pages 52-59 in Highways and Transportation (The
Journal of the Instituteion of Highways and Transportation & HTTA). May 1988 No. 5 Vol. 35. Pg 52.
939 “Award Winners in England: Torridge Bridge combines aesthetic Excellence With Construction Economy.” The
Aberdeen Group. 1989. N.p. Online:http://www.concreteconstruction.net/_view-object?id=00000153-8bae-dbf3a177-9fbfb7900000 Accessed:25 Sept 2017.
940 Christie, Illustrations 2, 2009, Pg 13
941 Torridge District Council, Planning Application no. (1/1126/88/8/1067), received 10 June 1988
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1988, the John Adams arrives on the Torridge
Whilst the Kathleen & May is, perhaps, the best known historic vessel associated with East-theWater, she is not the only noteworthy vessel to have graced the eastern wharves in recent years. The
John Adams, launched in 1934, and used as a dockyard tender by the Irish navy942, was sold on to a
private owner in 1988 and brought to Bideford. In 2011 she was in the hands of Peter Herbert, who
began her restoration. She was designed as a steam coaster, but as steam was becoming obsolete by
the time she was launched, she was fitted with a diesel engine943. Unfortunately, Peter Herbert died
before he could finish the restoration work, but he remains one of Bideford’s enduring characters944.
He is credited with having sailed around the world by the age of 17 and with remarkable feats of
single-handed sailing, such as:
•

bringing a ninety-foot vessel over the bar, in a force ten, whilst suffering from a broken
leg945;

•

bringing a 300-400 ton vintage First World war freighter into Bideford and, unaccompanied,
manoeuvring and mooring her946.

1989, an upgrade to the sewage system
New pumping stations were constructed by South West Water in East-the-Water to feed sewage to a
new fine screening plant947.

1990, Clarence Wharf becomes a “temporary” car-park
In August 1990, planning approval was granted for Clarence wharf to be used temporarily as a carpark948

1990, a needlework & tapestry manufacturer moves in
Planning history indicates the approval, in 1990, of a change of use for the Torridge Auctions site,
from Lion Stores warehouse to manufacture of craft, needlework, product, office and store. The
proposal was submitted by A & S Deighton, Quality Needlework & Tapestry Manufacturers.

1991, the Tarka Trail opens
In 1987 the Taw/Torridge Country Park was established using the disused railway line between
Barnstaple and Bideford, the line having been purchased from British Rail for £515,000949.
942 “John Adams” National Historic Ships UK Online: http://www.nationalhistoricships.org.uk/register/244/john-adams
Accessed 27 Aug 2017
943 Michael Lee “The John Adams” The art of Michael Lees. Online:http://www.artlees.com/paintings/109%20The
%20John%20Adams.htm Accessed 27 Aug 2017
944 Michael Lee “The John Adams” The art of Michael Lees. Online:http://www.artlees.com/paintings/109%20The
%20John%20Adams.htm Accessed 27 Aug 2017
945 “Our Nautical Heritage” Bideford Buzz, undated. Online: http://bidefordbuzz.org.uk/history/our-nautical-heritage/
Accessed 27 Aug 2017
946 Michael Lee “The John Adams” The art of Michael Lees. Online:http://www.artlees.com/paintings/109%20The
%20John%20Adams.htm Accessed 27 Aug 2017
947 Water Services, Volume 93. Fuel & Metallurgical Journals, Limited, 1989. Page 6.
948 Torridge District Council, Planning Application no. 1/1417/1990, received 15 Aug 1990
949 "Recreational Infrastructure: Tarka Trail". Tarka Project. Tarka Country. Online:http://www.tarkacountry.co.uk/tarkaproject/recinfra.html Accessed 31 July 2009
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On 21 May 1991 the linear Taw/Torridge Country Park between Barnstaple and Meeth is said to
have opened to the public as the Tarka Country Park950.
A Tarka Project plaque, on site at Bideford Station, identifies that a ceremony took place nearly a
year later, when H.R.H. the Prince of Wales, officially opened the Tarka Trail on 28 May 1992951.
Elsewhere Tarka Project documentation states that the Tarka Country Park only finally adopted its
Tarka Trail identity in 1994952.

1994, Torrige Auctions opens
Planning history indicates a change of use of the Torridge Auctions site to an auction room was
permitted in 1994

1996, public support a new plan for Brunswick Wharf
Unimpressed by designs for a 9 million pound complex drawn up by leisure consultants Thorburns,
Verona Tammes, of Westward Ho!, launched a somewhat smaller-scale counter proposal, including
a shopping mall, science gallery, motel, and restaurants. A petition supporting the proposal soon
gained five hundred signatures and a model of proposed development was displayed in a High
Street shop953.

21st Century
2001, the Kathleen & May re-launched
The last few sailing coasters to grace our shores all operated out of the Taw and Torridge ports. Of
these, the last trading schooner was the Bideford registered, 136 ton, Kathleen & May954. After
ending her working life in 1960 and then passing through a succession of other owners, she was
eventually bought by Bideford businessman Steve Clarke, who, with the help of considerable local
support, lovingly restored her955. Re-launched in 2001956, she moored at Brunswick Wharf
functioning as a tourist attraction957, and becoming something of a symbol of the community.
Eventually, amidst considerable local disappointment that the wherewithal was not forthcoming to
keep her in Bideford, she was sold again and moved to Liverpool. Her legacy lived on for a while in
the logo of the local primary school958, and still does in the naming of the developments at Kathleen
Grange and May Court.

950 "Recreational Infrastructure: Tarka Trail". Tarka Project. Tarka Country. Online:http://www.tarkacountry.co.uk/tarkaproject/recinfra.html Accessed 31 July 2009
951 Photograph taken by R.I.Kirby on 8 May 2013.
952 "Recreational Infrastructure: Tarka Trail". Tarka Project. Tarka Country. Online:http://www.tarkacountry.co.uk/tarkaproject/recinfra.html Accessed 31 July 2009
953 Undated clipping from the North Devon Journal, c. August 1996 (including picture ref F290A/18)
954 “Kathleen & May” in Paul Brown, Britain's Historic Ships: A Complete Guide to the Ships that Shaped the Nation,
Bloomsberry, 2017, N.p.
955 “Kathleen & May” in Paul Brown, Britain's Historic Ships: A Complete Guide to the Ships that Shaped the Nation,
Bloomsberry, 2017, N.p.
956 “Kathleen & May” in Paul Brown, Britain's Historic Ships: A Complete Guide to the Ships that Shaped the Nation,
Bloomsberry, 2017, N.p.
957 The sign advertising here presence was still there in 2016
958 In 2014 the ship logo was on display outside the school, but on the website of June 2017 the logo had changed
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2001 Manteo Way, an Industrial Link Road, opened
The opening of Manteo Way on 17 May 2001959, combined with the decline in Bideford’s port
activities, paved the way for the focus of industry to migrate away from the wharves, by offered far
better road access and more modern facilities for businesses.

2002, UNESCO North Devon Biosphere Reserve expands
In 1976, Braunton Burrows, one of the finest dune systems in the northern hemisphere, was
designated a biosphere reserve under the UNESCO Man and the Biosphere Programme. The reserve
was then significantly expanded in 2002, to become the first of series of "new style" biosphere
reserves in the United Kingdom960, reserves that acknowledge, study, and interact with the changing
patterns of human activity in their hinterland. The East-the-Water shore, part of a Site of Special
Scientific Interest that covers the whole of the Torridge up to Bideford Bridge, falls within the
buffer zone, or second tier, of the reserve961.

2009, James May’s Toy Stories takes over the Tarka
In 2009 the TV program James May's Toy Stories featured an attempted to reconnect the site of
Bideford station with Barnstaple Junction, using OO scale models. Unfortunately, the last train, the
Hornby prototype model for the production models of a Class 395 "Javelin", and - burnt out at
Instow at 12:18am the day after the trains left Barnstaple at around 3:00pm. In 2011, May returned
to complete the challenge with the help of the German model railway attraction Miniature
Wonderland, racing several model trains over the 9.89 miles from Barnstaple to Bideford. The first
train to arrive at Bideford was a Hornby Intercity 125, followed by a hydrogen-powered train and
finally, May's own model of LNER 'Pacific' 4472 Flying Scotsman.962

2016, changes to the gas supply infrastructure
Use of directional drilling to lay a new gas-supply pipe-line under the Torridge, to support the level
of new development in the area (and presumably reduce the vulnerability of the supply line that
runs under the bridge)963.

Un-dated and/or uncorroberated events
Some fairly recent events are a matter of local-knowledge, so are worth recording. But those who
recall the story often do not recall the date, or necessarily the correct facts, so it has sometimes
proved impossible to corroborate their account. This section is for information on events such as
that, which seem worth of record, but would benefit from a date or from further supporting
evidence.

959 Plaque sited at the eastern end of the road. 20
960 “North Devon Biosphere Reserve” UNESCO UK Man and the Biosphere Committee. Online: http://www.unescomab.org.uk/north-devon-biosphere-reserve.html Accessed 24 April 2018
961 http://www.northdevonbiosphere.org.uk/uploads/1/5/4/4/15448192/_6903360_orig.jpg Accessed 24 April 2018
962 "May Day!" Hornby, 26/02/2016, Online:https://www.hornby.com/uk-en/news/simonsays/may-day/ Accessed:14
July 2017. Andy Keeble.‘Picture special: James May’s Tarka train race.’ in NorthDevonGazette24. North Devon
Gazette, Tuesday, April 19, 2011. Online:http://www.northdevongazette.co.uk. Accessed 10 Jun 2014.
963 Reported in pamphlets sent out to local residents, including the author, by the contractors.
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Wilson's fall
Whilst overseeing a hoist, to the top floor loft at Victoria Wharf, workmen had to lean out over the
significant drop, and, whilst doing so, were secured by a strap around their waist. A man named
Wilson was engaged in this task when the harness broke and he fell, landing in a lorry below.
Fortunately, he landed on a load of empty sacks, which saved his life, even though he still broke his
leg.

White Line river cruises
One, anonymous, contribution to the Way of the Wharves project’s timeline mentioned that White
Line river cruises were a significant event in 1955. Subsequent searches have been unable to
corroborate this.
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Appendix 1, Quays or wharves?
Whilst both wharves and quays are structures built out into the water where ships berth parallel to
the shore, the original distinction was that a wharf was built on pilings, whereas a quay was built on
fill. Hence, older records refer to quays on the East-the-Water shore. Latterly, the distinction seems
to have been more closely related to the presence or absence of storage buildings, such as
warehouses or cellars on the structure, with those with such structures being deemed wharves, even
when they are built on fill. Hence, as they developed and were incrementally built upon, East-theWater's quays became wharves.
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